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GLOSSARY 

Term Meaning 

acquisition The purchasing of property, residences, or businesses for 
right-of-way necessary to construct or support a project. 

Aquifer Protection Zone Areas where special restrictions are imposed on activities 
that could contaminate groundwater supplies. 

best management practices (BMP) Innovative and improved environmental protection tools, 
practices, and methods that have been determined to be 
the most effective, practical means of avoiding or 
reducing environmental impacts. 

comprehensive plan A municipal plan that provides policy and guidance on 
physical development and redevelopment.  It addresses a 
range of issues:  land use, economic development, 
housing, environmental protection, transportation, public 
facilities, urban design, and historic preservation.  It also 
guides zoning laws, which in turn affect the types of uses 
allowed in specific areas, the amount of parking that must 
be provided, and other development requirements or 
restrictions. 

concurrency A provision of the Growth Management Act requiring that 
if a development causes the level of service on a locally 
owned transportation facility to decline below the adopted 
standards, then the necessary transportation 
improvements must be provided at the time development 
occurs or a financial commitment must be in place to 
complete the improvements or strategies within 6 years.  
Otherwise, the local government is required to deny the 
permit application. 

context-sensitive solutions A collaborative, interdisciplinary approach to develop a 
transportation facility that fits its physical surroundings 
and is responsive to the community’s scenic, aesthetic, 
social, economic, historic, and environmental values and 
resources, while maintaining safety and mobility. 

Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) 
Law  

 

Washington State legislation adopted in 1991 and 
incorporated into the Washington Clean Air Act.  The 
focus of the commute trip reduction program is to reduce 
drive-alone work commutes to lessen air pollution, traffic 
congestion, and petroleum consumption.  Major 
employers in the state's nine most populated counties 
must develop their own CTR programs that encourage 
their commuters to bus, carpool, vanpool, bicycle, walk, 
or work compressed work weeks or flexible work 
schedules in order to help achieve this reduction. 
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critical areas These include aquifer recharge areas, fish and wildlife 
habitat conservation areas, flood hazard areas, geologic 
hazard areas, and wetlands.  Critical area functions and 
values are protected by ordinances that require 
development to avoid or compensate for adverse effects 
on critical areas. 

cumulative effect  The effect on the environment that results from the 
incremental effect of an action when added to other past, 
present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions 
regardless of what agency or person undertakes such 
actions.  Cumulative effects can result from individually 
minor but collectively noticeable actions taking place over 
a period of time. 

displacement Removal of a business, residence, or public facility from 
its existing location.  In the context of transportation 
improvements, displacement is generally the result of (1) 
property acquisition for right-of-way expansion or (2) 
elimination of access to a property due to traffic revisions. 

effect Something brought about by a cause or agent; a result.  
This may include ecological, aesthetic, historic, cultural, 
economic, social, health, or other effects, whether direct, 
indirect, or cumulative.  Effects may include those 
resulting from actions that may have both beneficial and 
detrimental effects. 

element Within the context of a local government comprehensive 
plan, one of the functional chapters required by the 
Washington State Growth Management Act, including: 
land use, housing, capital facilities, utilities, rural 
development (counties only), transportation, economic 
development, and parks and recreation.  Optional 
elements (e.g., subarea plans or other topics) may be 
addressed as well. 

essential public facilities Uses or activities that are typically difficult to site, such as 
airports, state education facilities, state or regional 
transportation facilities, state and local correctional 
facilities, solid waste handling facilities, and in-patient 
facilities including substance abuse facilities, mental 
health facilities, group homes, and secure community 
transition facilities. 

general-purpose lane A freeway or arterial lane available for use by all traffic. 
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Growth Management Act (GMA) Washington State legislation adopted in 1990, and 
subsequently amended that requires all cities and 
counties in the state to do some long-range 
comprehensive planning, and has more extensive 
requirements for the largest and fastest-growing counties 
and cities in the state.  Such comprehensive plans must 
address several required topics, including but not limited 
to land use, transportation, capital facilities, utilities, and 
housing.  The GMA requirements also include 
guaranteeing the consistency of transportation and capital 
facilities plans with land use plans. 

Highways of Statewide Significance Highways of statewide significance include, at a 
minimum, interstate highways and other principal arterials 
that are needed to connect major communities in the 
state. 

historic property A cultural resource that is on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes Limited-access freeway lanes that are actively managed 
through a variable toll system in order to regulate their 
use and thereby maintain express travel speeds and 
reliability.  Toll prices rise or fall in real time as the lane 
approaches capacity or becomes less used.  This 
ensures that traffic in the HOT lane remains flowing at 
express travel speeds of 45 to 60 miles per hour, even if 
the general-purpose lanes become congested.  Toll 
prices may differ for carpools, transit, motorcycles, and 
single-occupant vehicles.  Tolls for are collected 
electronically using overhead scanners that read a 
transponder inside the vehicle and automatically debit the 
operator's account. 

impervious surface Pavement, roofs, and other compacted or hardened 
areas that do not allow the passage of rainfall or runoff 
into the ground. 

jurisdiction A municipal government agency, such as a city or county, 
and as appropriate, federal and state agencies and 
federally recognized tribes.  The term also can mean “to 
have authority over.” 

land use The type of activity (e.g., residential, commercial, or 
industrial) that occurs on a property. 
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level of service (LOS) A measure of how well a freeway or local signalized 
intersection operates.  For freeways, LOS is a measure of 
traffic congestion typically based on volume-to-capacity 
ratios.  For local intersections, LOS is based on how long 
it takes a typical vehicle to clear the intersection.  Other 
criteria also may be used to gauge the operating 
performance of transit, nonmotorized, and other 
transportation modes. 

mixed-use A land use category that may include a mix of residential, 
commercial, and certain light industrial uses. 

multimodal Relating to or characterized by several different modes of 
transportation.  This could include automobiles, vanpools, 
transit, bicycle, walking, etc. 

National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) 

Authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, this is the Nation's official list of properties and 
other cultural resources that are recognized as deserving 
preservation.  The National Register is administered by 
the National Park Service as part of a national program to 
coordinate and support public and private efforts to 
identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and 
archaeological resources.  Properties listed in the register 
include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
that are significant in American history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, and culture. 

ordinary high water mark (OHWM) The elevation marking the highest water level that is so 
common and maintained for a sufficient time in all 
ordinary years that it leaves evidence upon the 
landscape, such as a clear and natural line impressed on 
the bank, changes in soil character, destruction of or 
change in vegetation, or the presence of litter and debris.  
Generally, it is the point where the natural vegetation 
changes from predominately aquatic to upland species.  
Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it is 
the line of mean annual flood—the highest the water gets 
in an average year, but not the highest it gets during 
extreme flooding. 

peak hour The hour in the morning or in the afternoon when the 
maximum demand occurs on a given transportation 
facility or corridor. 

peak period The period of the day during which the maximum amount 
of travel occurs.  It may be specified as the morning (AM) 
or afternoon or evening (PM) peak.   
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Puget Sound Regional Council 
(PSRC) 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and 
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) 
for the central Puget Sound region, which is comprised of 
Snohomish, King, Pierce, and Kitsap counties.  The MPO 
and RTPO is the legally-mandated forum for cooperative 
decision-making about regional growth policies and 
transportation issues in the metropolitan planning area. 

redevelopment To restore buildings, neighborhoods, or communities to 
an earlier or improved condition by repairing, remodeling, 
and/or replacement. 

right-of-way Land purchased prior to the construction of transportation 
improvements along with land for sound walls, retaining 
walls, stormwater facilities, and other project features.  
This also includes permanent or temporary easements for 
construction and maintenance.  Vacant land may also be 
set aside for future highway expansion under certain 
circumstances. 

Shoreline Management Act (SMA) Washington State legislation adopted in 1971 that 
requires local jurisdictions to create and implement a 
Shoreline Master Program (SMP).  The purpose of the 
SMP is to regulate land use and new development within 
sensitive shoreline areas.  Shorelines, according to the 
SMA, include all areas typically within 200 feet inland 
from principal bodies of water (rivers and streams with 
flows of at least 20 cubic feet per second, lakes over 
20 acres, and tidal areas) and associated wetlands.  The 
local SMP identifies standards of protection for shoreline 
areas and typically contains shoreline policies, shoreline 
use environments or zones, and specific shoreline 
regulations.  The final SMP is subject to approval by the 
State Department of Ecology. 

Shoreline Master Program (SMP) See:  Shoreline Management Act. 

staging area Locations used during construction to provide room for 
employee parking, large equipment storage, and material 
stockpiles. 

subarea plans Functional or geographic subelements of jurisdictional 
comprehensive plans. 

transportation corridor Travel routes that routinely experience the heaviest 
volume of vehicles to and from primary locations within a 
region. 

Transportation Improvement Plan 
(TIP) 

Regional plan prepared by the metropolitan planning 
organization outlining what projects are funded and 
planned for construction.  In the Puget Sound region, the 
TIP is prepared by the Puget Sound Regional Council 
(PSRC) using a 6-year planning horizon. 
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Transportation System 
Management (TSM) 

An approach to management and operation intended to 
optimize the performance of transportation facilities 
through measures that enhance traffic flow, reliability, 
accessibility, and safety.  TSM measures usually are 
highly cost-effective, and may include improvements such 
as:  traffic signal management; lane controls; ramp 
metering; work zone, special event, and emergency 
management; electronic toll collection; traffic incident 
management; roadway weather management; traveler 
information services; commercial vehicle and freight 
management; and coordination of highway, rail, transit, 
bicycle, and pedestrian operations.  Traffic detection and 
surveillance are often used to support these activities. 

windshield survey The process of driving by an area to look at properties for 
general housekeeping and verify property addresses; a 
method of observing a study area by driving the area in a 
vehicle. 

zoning Regulations established by local governments that define 
land use districts, allowable or prohibited land uses, 
structure size and location, and other similar issues in 
order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare and 
to maintain or enhance the character of different 
neighborhoods or districts. 



I -405, TUK WILA TO RENTON IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (I -5  TO SR 169 –  PHASE 2) 
LA ND USE  DISCIPL I NE REPORT 

Page xx  |Glossary 
December 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally blank. 


