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3.12 Farmland 

The conversion of farmland to transportation uses and the disruption to the 

remaining farming operations were major environmental concerns of the SR 167 
Tier I EIS and the Tier II EIS Study Plan (Study Plan) (Washington State 
Department of Transportation [WSDOT] 2000).  In addition to the direct loss of 

farmland to highway right-of-way (ROW), highways may increase the pressure 
for conversion from farming to other uses.  Conversion may indirectly occur 
when agricultural parcels are cut off or stranded. 

This chapter examines the impacts of the SR 167 project on farmlands in the 
study area.  Farmlands are protected by both federal and state legislation.  The 
Federal Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) (7 USC 4201-4209) is intended 
to minimize the extent to which federal activities contribute to the conversion of 

farmland to non-agricultural uses.  The FPPA requires federal agencies to 
examine the impact of their programs before they approve any activity that would 
convert farmland.   

The environmental screening criteria in the Study Plan include two that address 
farmlands: the acres of impacts to prime and unique farmlands under the FPPA 
and to farmlands in general.  The double weight given to farmland emphasizes 

the significance placed on impacts to these properties.   

3.12.1 Studies Performed and Coordination Conducted 

This chapter incorporates information compiled in the SR 167 Tier II EIS Land 

Use/Farmland/Social-Economic Discipline Report (WSDOT 2004) and 
supporting memoranda.   

The current comprehensive plans and zoning regulations for the City of Tacoma 
(1999), City of Fife (1996), City of Puyallup (1994), City of Milton (2002), and 
Pierce County (1998) were used for all analysis performed.  Zoning designations 

in the study area were obtained from the following sources:  City of Fife zoning 
map (2000); Pierce County map of zones designated “general” and plat maps 
with zoning overlays (2000); City of Puyallup zoning map (2000); City of Milton 
zoning map (2002); and City of Tacoma zoning map (2000).  This information 

was supplemented and updated as necessary. 

Under the FPPA, federal agencies are required to submit a Farmland Conversion 
Impact Rating (Form NRCS-CPA-106 for Corridor type projects) to the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  The NRCS uses this information to 
evaluate whether there are farmlands subject to the FPPA requiring protection in 
the project area.  Farmlands that score 160 points or less do not need to be given 

further consideration for protection by the federal agency (7 CFR 658.4).  The 
FPPA farmlands within the project study area, including the Riparian Restoration 
Proposal and a 150-acre potential wetland mitigation site, scored 153.6 points 
and therefore fall into this category (Table 3.12-1).  This total score is 10.1 points 

lower than that reported in the DEIS, mostly because an updated NRCS soil 
evaluation re-designated some prime farmland in the county – not in the project 
area – to lower rated farmlands of statewide and local importance (WSDOT 
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2004).  While not subject to protection under the FPPA, the farmlands in the 
study area are still subject to evaluation under the National Environmental Policy 

Act of 1969 and the State Environmental Policy Act. 

3.12.2 Affected Environment 

Since Tier I, the City of Fife has annexed most of the unincorporated county 
portions that lie within the study area.  Over the past few years, the conversion of 
lands currently in agricultural production to urban uses has escalated.  Most of 

the land in agricultural production within the study area is located in the city of 
Fife.   

None of the applicable comprehensive plans designate lands within the study 

area for long-term agricultural use under the state Growth Management Act.  The 
highest and best use of parcels within the project area is typically manufacturing 
or industrial, with occasional pockets of residential uses.  However, the cities of 
Fife and Puyallup encourage and support continued agricultural uses until such 

time as conversion occurs.   

Farmland, as defined in the FPPA, refers to land in any of four different 
categories: (1) prime farmland, (2) unique farmland, (3) farmland other than 

prime or unique that is of statewide importance, or (4) farmland other than prime 
or unique that is of local importance.  These categories are based on soil types 
rather than farming activity (Natsuhara 2000).  Farmland in Pierce County and in 

the proposed study area has been identified as prime farmland. 

Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of desirable physical and 
chemical characteristics and minimum costs for producing agricultural crops.  
Prime farmland includes land currently in use as cropland, pastureland, 

rangeland, or forestland.  The land must also not be in or committed to urban 
development or water storage.  Such land includes land with a density of 30 
structures per 40-acre area.  All of the lands in the study area that are actively 

farmed and not committed to urban development qualify as prime farmland under 
the FPPA.   

The NRCS evaluation identified 395,160 acres as farmable within Pierce County, 

98 percent of which fall under the definitions of farmland in the FPPA.   
Approximately 3.4 percent of the farmable land in Pierce County has an equal or 
higher relative value as that of the soil identified in the proposed project corridor.  
According to the NRCS evaluation, the amount of farmland that would be 

converted in the proposed project corridor accounts for 0.15 percent of the 
farmland in Pierce County (Natsuhara 2004).  Figure 3.12-1 depicts land under 
cultivation in 2001 within and adjacent to the study area.  There are no parcels 

along the proposed SR 167 mainline north of I-5 nor adjacent to the SR 161/167 
interchange that are actively farmed, although there are parcels labeled as 
agricultural in the Tax Assessor’s database in this area.   
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Table 3.12-1:  Farmland Conversion Impact Rating 
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Figure 3.12-1:  Actively Farmed Land in the Study A rea in 2001 

 


