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Mukilteo Multimodal Project 
•  Project initiated in 2005 with Federal Transit Administration 

(FTA) Funds – FTA is the Lead Agency 
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental 

Impact Statement Started 
•  Project shelved in 2009 – reinitiated February 2010 
•  Draft EIS issued in April 2012 with Adverse Effects 

determination to Cultural Resources and Preferred Alternative 
selected 

•  Memorandum of Agreement in process with Agencies and 
Tribes, includes mitigation for Cultural Resources 

• Cultural Resources Design Criteria Document will be included 
in the MOA 

 



Mukilteo – “bek-il-tiu” 
Lushootseed for “a good place to camp”: 
Federal Transit Administration 
• Federal Lead – Mukilteo Multimodal Project 
• National Environmental Protection Act 
• National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) 
Archaeological Analysis: 
•  Snohomish village occupied the site some 1,000 

years ago 
•  Area was a salt water lagoon 
•  Extensive shell midden found along the spit 
•  Historic Mukilteo City location 
•  Elliot Point Lighthouse 
•  Crown Lumber mill 
Stevens Treaty Signing site 
•  Treaty of Point Elliot of 1855 (signed by 22 

tribes) 
•  Isaac Stevens 
•  Chief Seattle 
•  Pat Kanim 
  

 

Mukilteo / Clinton ferry route 
•  Eastern terminal  
•  1.2 million passengers per year 
•  SR 525 
 
Sound Transit loading platform 
 
Bus service to Boeing and Everett 
 
Port of Everett Rail Barge facility 
 
Burlington Northern Railroad 
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Section 106  
“Section 106 requires each 

Federal agency to 
consider the effects of its 
actions (undertakings) on 
any historic property 
listed, or eligible for 
listing, on the National 
Register.” 

•  Shell Midden and Treaty 
signing sites are eligible 

     Consulting Tribes 
• Suquamish Tribe 
• Tulalip Tribes 
• Lummi Nation 
• Swinomish Tribal Community 
• Snoqualmie Tribe 
• Samish Tribe 
• Sauk-Suiattle Tribe 
• Muckleshoot Tribe 
• Upper Skagit Tribe 
• Nooksack Tribe 

 



Mitigation for Adverse Effects 

 “The agreed-upon measures to address 
the adverse effects are incorporated into 
an MOA  developed by the agency in 
consultation with the SHPO/THPO and 
other consulting parties.” 











Tribal Comments During 
Section 106 Consultation 

• Include an Interpretive Center for History, Cultural Awareness, and 
Treaty Rights 

•  There are educational opportunities for the public to understand the 
importance of the Site 

• Honor the Point Elliot Treaty Site – This was a culture changing 
event- “we are a forgotten culture, we are still here.” 

•  Mukilteo is a Traditional Cultural Landscape 
•  Hire an Architect with Cultural Awareness (Jones & Jones) 
•  Design the terminal with longhouse motifs 
•  Include Coast Salish art and language 
•  Remove as much hardened shoreline as possible 
•  WSDOT should be concerned with keeping the Salish Sea vibrant 

and healthy not  just for the Tribes but for everyone. 
  

 



Jones & Jones Architects  

“Works of integrated architecture and 
landscape architecture” 

• Rooted in nature and culture… 
• As diverse as the places they celebrate… 
• “Giving voice to the land and its people.” 
• Had meetings with 7 of the 10 Tribes  
• The following are examples of design 

possibilities 
 























Wrap up 

•  Consultation with all interested tribes 
•  Listen to them 
•  Consult again 
•  Incorporate design into the MOA 
•  Build your project 
•  Any Questions? 
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