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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Newcastle
Micheal Nicholson
Planning Director
13020 SE 72nd
Newcastle, WA 98059-3030

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Nicholson:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Tukwila
Steve Lancaster
Planning Director
6300 Southcenter Blvd.
Tukwila, WA 98188-2599

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



                                                                                          

capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



                                                                                          

necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Bellevue
Kris Liljeblad
Planning Assistant Director
P.O. Box 90012
Bellevue, WA 98009-9012

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Liljeblad:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Bothell
Manny Ocampo
Assistant City Manager
9654 NE 182nd St.
Bothell, WA 98011

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Ocampo:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



                                                  

capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



                                                  

necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Kirkland
Eric Shields
Planning Director
123 - 5th Ave.
Kirkland, WA 98033

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Ms. Shields:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)





U.S. Department Washington Division Suite 501 Evergreen Plaza
of Transportation 711 South Capitol Way

Olympia, Washington  98501-1284
Federal Highway (360) 753-9480
Administration (360) 753-9889 (FAX)

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/wadiv

May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Redmond
Roberta Lewandowski
Planning Director
P.O. Box 97010
Redmond, WA 98073-9710

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Ms. Lewandowski:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



          

capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



          

necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
City of Renton
Gregg Zimmerman
Planning, Building, & Public Works Administrator
1055 S. Grady Way
Renton, WA 98055

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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HFO-WA.1/I-405
Snohomish County
Steve  Holt
Planning Director
3000 Rockefeller Ave., MS 604
Everett, WA 98201-4060

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Holt:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)
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HFO-WA.1/I-405
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Nancy Brennan-Dubbs
510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102
Lacey, WA 98501-1273

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mrs. Brennan-Dubbs:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the
capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent



                                                                              

arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be
necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.



                                                                              

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)





U.S. Department Washington Division Suite 501 Evergreen Plaza
of Transportation 711 South Capitol Way

Olympia, Washington  98501-1284
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May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
National Marine Fisheries Service
Rick Applegate
Assist. Reg. Admin. for Habitat Conservation
525 NE Oregon St., Suite 500
Portland, Oregon 97232

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr. Applegate:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)





U.S. Department Washington Division Suite 501 Evergreen Plaza
of Transportation 711 South Capitol Way

Olympia, Washington  98501-1284
Federal Highway (360) 753-9480
Administration (360) 753-9889 (FAX)

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/wadiv

May 23, 2000

HFO-WA.1/I-405
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Tom Mueller
District Chief
P.O. Box C-3755
Seattle, WA 98124-2255

Re:  I-405 Corridor Program
Request for Cooperating Agency Status

Dear Mr.  Mueller:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), King County, and Sound Transit would like to formalize our
existing relationship involving the I-405 Corridor Program.  We request your participation as a
cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to examine the
proposed action for the 30-mile-long Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor, between its southern intersection
with Interstate 5 (I-5) in the City of Tukwila in King County, Washington, and its northern intersection
with I-5 in Snohomish County, Washington.  The proposed action would provide an efficient, integrated,
and multi-modal system of transportation solutions to improve movement of people and goods, reduce
foreseeable traffic congestion, and enhance mobility in the corridor study area, which extends
approximately one to three miles on either side of I-405.

The FHWA and WSDOT are preparing a combined NEPA/SEPA EIS that will evaluate alternative
solutions to satisfy existing and future transportation needs.  The I-405 Corridor Program EIS is a
“Reinventing NEPA” pilot project, intended to evaluate and improve the application of the NEPA
process.  The pilot process was developed cooperatively by Washington State and Federal agencies, and
is jointly sponsored by WSDOT and FHWA.

Your previous and continued participation is welcomed as you have special expertise or permitting
authority for this project’s affected environment.  We invite you to work with us to identify those
environmental factors that you consider to be most critical, and to ensure that the NEPA/SEPA EIS
adequately addresses your concerns.

ALTERNATIVES

The I-405 Executive Committee and Steering Committee have not yet identified specific alternatives to
be included in the EIS.   This is because the new NEPA process being pilot-tested as part of the I-405 EIS
calls for this identification at a later stage.  However, a wide range of alternative actions have been
suggested during the Executive Committee, Steering Committee, Citizen’s Committee, public and agency
scoping meetings held to date.  These include:  (1) implementing a range of transportation system
management (TSM) and transportation demand management (TDM) measures; (2) expanding the



                                      

capacity of the existing I-405; (3) expanding the capacity and improving the continuity of the adjacent
arterial network; (4) expanding the capacity of the existing bus transit system; (5) implementing new
high-capacity transit; and/or (6) a combination of elements of the preceding alternatives.  Also, a variety
of land use and development controls by local jurisdictions may be identified, but these are not within the
jurisdiction of the WSDOT or the FHWA.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ISSUES
The following is a preliminary list of the environmental and land resources that are in the corridor study
area, and potential issues that the EIS will likely address.  Whether they are in the potential impact zone,
or would likely be affected by any alternative, is not known at this time.

Air Quality Geology and Soils
Waterways and Hydrological Systems Water Quality
Flood Plains Fisheries and Wildlife
Wetlands Displacements and Relocation
Land and Shoreline Use Social and Economic Impacts
Cultural Resources Visual Quality
Energy Noise
Hazardous Waste Surface Transportation
Public Services Utilities

POTENTIAL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The following is a list of permits or approvals that may be required, depending on the alternative
selected, its location, and its effects:

◊ Section 404, Clean Water Act, Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

◊ Section 7, Endangered Species Act, consultation (northern bald eagle, Chinook salmon, bull
trout) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; National Marine Fisheries Service

◊ Wildlife Attraction notification and coordination (wetland/detention pond within 5,000 feet
of runway) – Renton Airport and Federal Aviation Administration

◊ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Permit (construction disturbing
more than 5 acres) – Washington State Department of Ecology

◊ Section 401, Clean Water Act, Water Quality Certification (runoff) – Washington State
Department of Ecology

◊ Hydraulic Project Approval (construction in waters of the State) – Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife

◊ Critical Area Ordinances (wetlands, hazard areas, critical habitat) – King County, Snohomish
County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of Kent, City of Kirkland,
City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of Tukwila, City of Woodinville

◊ Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (development within the shoreline zone) – King
County, Snohomish County, City of Bellevue, City of Bothell, City of Kenmore, City of
Kent, City of Kirkland, City of Newcastle, City of Redmond, City of Renton, City of
Tukwila, City of Woodinville

As a cooperating agency, your agency’s involvement should entail those areas under its jurisdiction or
special expertise that need to be addressed to satisfy your concerns.  No direct writing or analysis will be



                                      

necessary for the document’s preparation.  However, you are expected to tell us if, at any point in the
process, your needs are not being met.

The following are actions we will take to maximize interagency cooperation:

◊ Invite you to Steering Committee meetings and other coordination meetings and joint field
reviews;

◊ Consult with you on any relevant technical studies that will be required for the project;
◊ Provide you with study results, Steering Committee minutes, and project information;
◊ Invite you to joint public involvement activities;
◊ Provide a review copy of the pre-draft and pre-final EIS for any changes needed to reflect

your views and concerns; and
◊ Provide adequate information for cooperating agencies to discharge their NEPA and SEPA

responsibilities and any other requirements regarding jurisdictional approvals, permits,
licenses, and/or clearances.

We expect that at the end of the process the EIS will satisfy your NEPA/SEPA requirements including
those related to alternatives, review of environmental consequences, and mitigation.  We also expect that
the document will address any concerns you may have resulting from your responsibilities under other
federal and state laws and regulations.  We intend to use the EIS as the basis for the Record of Decision
(decision making document).

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our agencies’ respective roles and responsibilities
during the preparation of the EIS, please me at (360) 753-9550.  For project information, call Michael
Cummings of WSDOT at (206) 464-6223

Sincerely,

GENE K. FONG
Division Administrator

Michael R. Brower
Transportation and Environmental Engineer

Enclosures

cc: Mike Brower, FHWA
Ben Brown, WSDOT
Michael Cummings, WSDOT
Others (Listed on Attached)






