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Introduction to Parking in Seattle

e Seattle Mayor’s priorities
e City’s Comprehensive Plan transportation policies

— Streets primary purpose to move people and goods

— Manage parking to achieve vitality of urban villages, auto
trip reduction, and improved air quality gz f

— Do not prioritize free commuter parking,
especially around downtown
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SDOT's Paid Parking Program

« Conversion of aging single-space
meters to pay stations began April ‘04

e Over 1,500 pay stations and 10,400
paid on-street spaces (2006)

 Rate increase to $1.50/hour

 Meters generate $ 15.2 million, fines
almost $16 million annually (2005)

« Many time-limit signs, load zones and
residential parking zones
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Parking “lessons” can be hard-won

e Lesson 1: Tailor outreach to
different neighborhoods

e Lesson 2: Cold calls about paid
parking do not always work

e Lesson 3: Paid parking works
better for turnover

e Lesson 4: Require the right
amount of off-street parking

Lesson 5: Talking about pricing,
carefully
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Lesson 1: Talloring outreach to different
neighborhoods

e On-street neighborhood planning - Consultation and
Information sharing

 Worked with over 20 communities using multiple
communication tools
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South Lake Union
On-Street Parking Plan
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— Local agency surveys in other languages
— Materials printed other languages

— Facilitator to help discuss paid parking
concepts
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— Meter Greeters with Goodwill In Seattle

paystations@seattle.gov
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Lesson 2: Cold calls about paid parking
do not always work

 Neighborhood’s
willingness to discuss
paid parking was helped
with strong history of
working on
neighborhood parking
Issues with City
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** per 1,000 square feet of development


















