
Appendix E: Example Federal Lead Agency Review Timeline Expectations 
 FHWA WA Division Review Timelines Tip Sheet 
 
Following are FHWA WA Division baseline processing time durations for review of NEPA documents and represent 
date of arrival for processing.) These review timelines were derived from WA Division Standard Operating 
Procedures for NEPA Document Reviews (Jan. 2009). This information is provided to assist project teams develop 
their project schedule. Some flexibility is allowed where appropriate. It is highly recommended to work with your 
Area Engineer (AE) when developing the project schedule.  All submittals to FHWA will have been processed in 
accordance with the WSDOT’s QA Framework for the Environmental Document Review Process (i.e., reviewed by 
both internal project team and HQ Specialists for technical and substantive adequacy prior to being submitted for 
FHWA review). 
 

 
 

Document  FHWA Action Review Time 
Needed 

Special Notes 

Environmental Impact Statements 

 Notice of Intent  Review & 
transmit to 
Federal 
Register 

 2 weeks  

 Discipline 
Reports 

 TBD by AE  TBD by 
AE 

 

 Preliminary 
Draft EIS 

 Division 
Review & 
Comment 

 30 
calendar 
days 

 

WA Division Policy is to request legal 
review of Prelim. Draft EISs. 
Coordinate with your AE if the initial 
Division review can be concurrent 
with the Legal review. If not, then 
assume legal review only after the 
Division comments have been 
addressed and incorporated into the 
Draft EIS. Concurrent reviews should 
be the exception, not the rule. 

 Legal Review & 
Comment 

 30 
calendar 
days 

 Preliminary Final 
EIS 

 Division 
Review & 
Comment 

 30 
calendar 
days 

Coordinate with your AE if the initial 
Division review can be concurrent 
with the Legal review. If not, then 
assume legal review only after the 
Division comments have been 
addressed and incorporated into the 
Draft EIS. Concurrent reviews should 
be the exception, not the rule. 
Factor in time for obtaining the Legal 
Sufficiency Finding for the FEIS from 
Legal counsel. 

 Legal Review & 
Comment 

 30 
calendar 
days 

 Draft ROD  Review & 
comment 

 2 weeks  Usually needs legal involvement for 
review. 
Recommend submitting a draft ROD 
with FEIS, which would provide 30 
days for review of all but the comment 
responses 



 

Environmental Assessments 

 Preliminary EA  Division Review & 
Comment 

 30 
calendar 
days 

On Section 4(f) only. 
(Generally EAs without 
Section 4(f) evaluations do 
not require legal review) 

 Legal Review & 
Comment 

 30 
calendar 
days 

 Draft FONSI  Review & 
Comment 

 2 weeks 
(min.) 

May be longer if there are 
extensive comments on 
the EA to be addressed in 
the FONSI 

Documented CEs 
  Review & Approve  2  weeks Coordinate with your AE 

to determine the need for 
supporting document 
review which may increase 
the overall timeline. 

Section 7 ESA Consultation 
 No effect Letter 

(consultation not 
required) 

 Review and file  N/A  

 Biological Assessment 
with request for 
Informal Consultation 

 N/A  N/A  

 Biological Assessment 
with request for Formal 
Consultation 

 Review & 
Comment 

 2 weeks 
(min) 

May require longer review 
time for more complex 
projects 

Section 4(f) 
 Programmatic Section 

4(f) Evaluation 
 Review & 

Comment/Approve 
 2 weeks  

 Preliminary Section 4(f) 
Evaluation  

 Division Review & 
Comment 

 2 weeks  

 Section 4(f) Evaluation  Legal Review & 
Comment  

 30 
calendar 
days 

Review needed for Legal 
Sufficiency determination 

Section 106 Consultation 
  TBD by AE  TBD by 

AE 
Coordinate with your Area 
Engineer for specific 
requirements related to 
the Section 106 
Consultation process. 

Limitation on Claims Notice 
 Draft Notice  Review and finalize 

& transmit to 
Federal Register 

 2 weeks 
(min) 

Coordinate with your Area 
Engineer for other specific 
requirements. May 
require legal involvement. 
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