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EXTERIOR OPTIONS

Four exterior op  ons of the Amtrak Sta  on have been presented 
to help assess the sta  ons ‘look and feel’ along 25th Street. These 

studies are intended to help determine the amount of transparency 
/openness in rela  on to the amount of siding / solid. 
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BUILDING REPLICATION

This op  on maximizes the amount of horizontal siding by essen  ally replica  ng the look and feel of the current Freighthouse 
Square building and in par  cular the offi  ce windows of the two story west end building. The only transparency at pedestrian level 
is at the two glazed entrances to the building. This exterior wall which separates 25th Street from the interior pedestrian Arcade 
is north facing, making it a challenge to capture natural light. This exterior treatment with the limited number of openings in the 
façade results in minimal natural light being transmi  ed into the Arcade. At night the presence of the sta  on will be limited and 
there will not be a feeling of openness and safety that comes from seeing and being seen.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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OFFICE WINDOWS

Like the previous op  on, this op  on uses the west end punched windows high on the wall. A band of glazing at the pedestrian 
level has been added to open the Arcade to the street and allow for views to the interior. Mullions are aligned with the columns 
to give a more historic feel to the building. The result is greater transparency at eye level and a greater sense of openness and 
safety at night.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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TRANSITION

This op  on takes cues from the original building built in 1909 and achieves a propor  onal balance between glazing and horizontal 
siding. The structural grid is very prominent in the 1909 building and this op  on uses that rhythm as an expressive organizing
element. Clerestory windows are also a key element of the original building that this scheme u  lizes to open up the north façade 
and create an Arcade that is bright, open, and invi  ng. The large area of glazing allows for the sta  on to glow at night and
showcase the  mber structure.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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FULL TRANSPARENCY

This op  on u  lizes fl oor to ceiling glazing that celebrates the sta  on’s wood construc  on. The sta  on’s simple structure and large 
amount of glazing creates a bright and airy Arcade and allows natural north light to reach far into the wai  ng area. 
At night the Sta  on will be a warm invi  ng beacon that showcases the  mber construc  on.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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CEILING / COLUMN OPTIONS

Three interior op  ons of the Amtrak Sta  on have been presented to 
help not only explore the ‘look and feel’ of the sta  on’s interior but 
also get specifi c feedback regarding the ceiling / column elements 

that are being considered. 
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BEAM

In this op  on the beams and roof deck are exposed, expressing the simplicity of the building structure and celebra  ng  mber 
construc  on. Columns in this scheme will be square or rectangular, recalling the simple heavy  mber construc  on of the exis  ng 
building. Electrical, mechanical and plumbing runs may be exposed in this op  on as no soffi  t is provided for concealment.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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ARCH

Bringing a wood ceiling down to the bo  om of the beams allows the opportunity to create a space that recalls the grand wai  ng 
halls of train sta  ons of the past that had coff ered or arched ceilings. In this op  on, a gentle arch is used in the wai  ng area.
This arch, drawn from Tacoma’s mari  me heritage, evokes the curve of a ship’s hull. A theme also carried to the building structure 
through the use of round columns, recalling the masts of sailing ships that once called at the Port of Tacoma.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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SCULPTED

In this op  on a wood ceiling is again brought down to the bo  om of the beams in order to create a unique experience for the 
wai  ng passengers. Three bays, sculpted in shapes reminiscent of ocean waves, fl ow across the ceiling.
Sculp  ng is also u  lized on the building columns where shaping and tapering will allow light to wrap around the column, giving 
the illusion of a slimmer, lighter column.

• What aspects of this op  on do you like? Why?
• What aspects of the op  on are not appealing to you? Why?
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

COMMENTS:

Do you have ideas on a poten  al architectural treatment for the interior wall that lines the Arcade?

Is the clock tower an important element in the expression of a train sta  on?


