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The Importance of Urban Design

Urban design engages and enhances communities through a process of designing clear and meaningful connections between people and places, movement and
urban form, nature and the built environment, all while embracing environmental stewardship, social equity and economic viability in the creation of places with
distinct beauty and identity.

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS* CREATION OF PLACES

ECONOMIC VIABILITY ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

* Multi-Modal Clarity
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Valuing Historic Landscapes

7 Principles of Olmsted Design™*

SCENERY

“Design of ‘passages of scenery’

even in the small spaces and in
areas intended for active use.
Creation of designs that give an
enhanced sense of space:
indefinite boundaries, constant
opening up of new views.
Avoidance of hard-edge or
specimen planting, creating
instead designs that have either
‘considerable complexity of light

and shadow near the eye’ or

‘obscurity of detail further away.”

Central Park, New York NY

SUITABILITY

“Creation of designs that are in
keeping with the natural
scenery and topography of the
site: respect for, and full
utilization of, the ‘genius of the

place.”

Prospect Park, New York NY

STYLE

“Designing in specific styles, each for

a particular effect. Primarily in the

‘Pastoral’ style (open greensward with

small bodies of water and scattered

trees and groves) for a soothing,

restorative atmosphere, or in the

‘Picturesque’ style (profuse planting,
especially with shrubs, creepers and
ground cover, on steep and broken
terrain), for a sense of the richness
and bounteousness of nature, with

chiaroscuro effects of light and shade

to produce a sense of mystery.

Prospect Park, New York NY

SUBORDINATION

“Subordination of all elements,
all features and objects, to the
overall design and the effect it
is intended to achieve. The

‘Art to conceal Art.”

Prospect Park, New York NY

* All quotes from Olmsted scholar Charles Beveridge http://www.olmsted.org/the-olmsted-legacy/olmsted-theory-and-design-principles/seven-s-of-olmsteds-design

SEPARATION

“Separation of areas designed
in different styles, so that an
‘incongruous mixture of styles’
will not dilute the intended effect
of each: separation of ways, in
order to insure safety of use
and reduce distractions for
those using the space;
separation of conflicting or

incompatible uses.”

Central Park, New York NY

SANITATION

“Provision for adequate
drainage and other
engineering considerations,
not simply arranging of
surface features. Planning or
designs so that they promote
both the physical and mental

health of users.”

Back Bay Fens, Boston MA

“Planning of designs so that

they will serve a ‘purpose of

direct utility or service,’ that is,
LLI will meet fundamental social
O and psychological needs: ‘So
~_ long as considerations of utility
D: are neglected or overridden by
Lu considerations of ornament,

U) there will be no true Art.”

Bethesda Terrace, Central
Park, New York NY

VIEWS

The Olmsted Brothers In Seattle

The Olmsted brothers were hired by the City of Seattle to develop a comprehensive plan for parks in 1903 and the

1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition design. “Although... [the] primary goal was to locate a park or a playground

within one half mile of every home in Seattle, the dominant feature of the plan was a 20-mile landscaped boulevard

linking most of the existing and planned parks [playgrounds and playfields,] and greenbelts within the city limits.”

http://www.seattle.gov/parks/parkspaces/olmsted.htm

Lake Washington Boulevard,

Seattle WA

Water Tower, Volunteer Park,

Seattle WA
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SHORELINES

TREES AND
PLANTS

DRIVES AND
WALKS

Greenlake Park, Seattle WA

Dunn Gardens, Seattle WA
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A Bridge to Healthier Communities

()] The SR 520 Health Impact Assessment Q The health impact assessment is a tool to wn - Air quality

E report was required by Senate Bill 6099 8 help decision-makers recognize the health 8 = Green space

O and developed by Public Health — Seattle & Q_ consequences of the decisions they make % = Physical activity

% King County and the Puget Sound Clean 5 and provide a healthier living environment. CUG) * Noise

E Air Agency to conduct a health impact Q S5t Mental well-being
assessment of the SR 520 Project, O . Safety
focusing on air quality, green house gas Y= = Emergency medical services
emissions and other public health issues. = Social connections

frmheen = Water quality

(/) The SR 520 Project can be designed enhance

S
e
o)

individual health and contribute to healthy
communities by:
= Supporting alternatives to the automobile.
» Reducing emissions that cause pollution.
= Creating community connections.
» Providing amenities that improve mental
well-being.

= Contributing to a visually stimulating

environment.

8 Lancdscaped Lids & Green Spaces Construction Period Critical Health
@)
'; = Include six landscaped freeway lids. = Increase and improve transit service. = Ensure health elements are integral to the
_cg = Use landscaping materials throughout the SR 520 corridor, = Install connected walking and bicycling facilities. project plan.
- along adjacent trail and at transit stops. = Create a common wayfinding system. = Support all recommendations in difficult budget times for
()] = Preserve the integrity and ability to appreciate the Washington = Provide safe mobility. optimal health benefits.
E Park Arboretum and other green spaces.
8 Transit, Bicycling, Walking
Q = Increase and improve transit service.
|-

= Install connected walking and bicycling facilities.
= Create a common wayfinding system.

= Provide safe mobility.

Design Features

= Reduce noise.

= Add to adjacent communities’ visual character.

= Utilize innovative stormwater management practices.
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Schematic Plan Overview
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