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Agenda for June 2, 2006

Project Update – John Milton

Purpose/Need – John Milton

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
Overview and Review of Alternatives – Julie 
Meredith

Transportation – Michael Horntvedt
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Upcoming Agenda for June 23, 2006

Project Update

Comparison of Environmental Effects for 4-
Lane, 6-Lane, 6-Lane Options
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Purpose of the Project

Improve safety and reliability

Increase mobility for people and goods

Avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate the project 
effects on neighborhoods and the 
environment



5

Looking Ahead
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Expert Review Panel

Members 
– Governor has recommended list, selection should happen 

soon

Schedule
– Panel will meet locally over the summer for 5-8 days at a 

time
– Report will be issued to Governor, Office of Financial 

Management and the Joint Transportation Committee by 
Sept. 1, 2006
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Seattle City Council / 
Mayor’s Office

SR 520 Project Executive 
Committee

(Conlin, Drago, Ceis, Crunican)

Stakeholder Advisory 
Committee

(Conlin, Drago, Ceis Crunican, 
communities, Arboretum, UW)

Local Impacts Committee 
(community representatives, 

SDOT, WSDOT, UW)

City of Seattle 
Departments

(Transportation, Parks, Planning 
and Development, Fire, Police, 

Fleets and Facilities, Public 
Utilities)

Public
(DAG, Community Events, Open 

Houses)

Working With the City of Seattle 
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DEIS Overview

DEIS responds to:
– National Environmental Policy Act - NEPA
– Washington State Environmental Policy Act - SEPA

Guide to weigh effects on natural and built 
environments against other considerations, 
such as need, feasibility and cost

Disclose effects

Encourage public comments
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Process for Developing Alternatives

Trans-Lake Study Committee 
(April 1998 - August 1999)

SR 520 Project 
(July 2000 - Present)
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Alternatives Studied in DEIS 

No- build alternative
• Continued Operation Scenario
• Catastrophic Failure Scenario

4-Lane alternative
• Option to build pontoons without capacity to carry future 

HCT

6-Lane alternative 

6-Lane alternative with three options in 
Seattle 
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SR 520 Existing Conditions
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All Build Alternatives Include….

Bicycle and pedestrian path

Sound walls

Storm water treatment

Drawspan replaced with Eastside navigation channel

Bridge maintenance facility

Electronic toll collection

Flexible Transportation Plan

Community-focused urban design
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4-Lane & 6-Lane Base Alternatives (Portage Bay)4-Lane & 6-Lane Base Alternatives (Portage Bay)
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4-Lane & 6-Lane Base Alternatives
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6-Lane Alternative Options

Seattle
Pacific Street Interchange

No Montlake Freeway Transit Stop

Second Montlake Bridge

Eastside
Bicycle/Pedestrian Path to the North

No Evergreen Point Freeway Transit Stop

South Kirkland Park & Ride Transit Access - Bellevue Way or 
108th Avenue NE 
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6-Lane Alternative Design Options:  2nd Montlake 
Bridge 

View Detail
On Display 

Board
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6-Lane Alternative Design Options: Pacific Street 
Interchange

View Detail
On Display 

Board
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Pacific Street Interchange (Continued )
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DEIS Includes Detailed Analysis in 17 Discipline 
Reports

Noise

Social

Parks and Recreation

Land Use, Economics and 
Relocation

Environmental Justice

Cultural and Historic 
Resources

Ecosystems

Water Resources

Navigation

Transportation

Geology and soils

Air quality

Hazardous materials

Public services & utilities

Energy 

Visual Quality and 
Aesthetics

Indirect & Cumulative 
Effects
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DEIS Detailed Analysis

At the COW on 6/23 we will review these areas:
Visual effects

Noise

Effects on neighborhoods

Parks and Recreation

Land Use

Cultural and Historic Resources

Ecosystems

Navigation
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Transportation Overview

Regional traffic

Local streets, intersections 

Transit

Bicycle and pedestrian
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Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan

Transportation Goals and Policy Highlights:
Connect to the region

Make best use of the streets we have to move people, goods and 
services

Promote the economy by moving freight and goods

Increase transportation choices

Make transit a fast, reliable, safe and convenient choice

Improve our environment

Encourage walking and biking
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Regional Traffic

Freeway System Interactions – What effects traffic flow on SR 520?
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Vehicle Trips in the Alternatives

Year 2030 Daily Vehicle Trips
SR 520 Between 124th Avenue NE and I-5
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Person Trips in the Alternatives

Year 2030 Daily Person Trips
SR 520 Between 124th Avenue NE and I-5
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Trips and Modes in 2030

People Vehicles

4-Lane* + 7% - 13%

6-Lane * + 25% + 3%

*Peak Period: 3:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Mode Type by Person**

GP Total 
Transit/HOV

Existing 70% 30%

No Build 66% 34%

4-Lane 50% 50%

6-Lane 46% 54%

*Combined eastbound and westbound

People and Vehicle Trips 
Year 2030 Forecast
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Traffic – Montlake and Pacific St. Area - 2030
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Traffic – Montlake and Pacific St. Area - 2030
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Traffic Volumes – 2030 PM Peak



30No Build Alternative Second Montlake Bridge Option

Traffic – Montlake and Pacific St. Area



31No Build Alternative Pacific St IC Option

Traffic – Montlake and Pacific St. Area
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Travel Times – 2030

Destination
Existing No Build 4Lane 6Lane 2M PI

To I-5
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12 81114 13

20
12

25 25

PM Peak Off Peak

To EB 520
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7 8
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13 13
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PM Peak Off Peak

Montlake Blvd 
Interchange Area
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Travel Times – 2030

Destination
Existing No Build 4Lane 6Lane 2M PI

 To I-5
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To s/o Roanoke
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Montlake Blvd 
Interchange Area
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Travel Times – 2030

Destination
Existing No Build 4Lane 6Lane 2M PI

 To 15th/Pacific
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13

15 14
9 11 11

6 5

1111 11

PM Peak Off Peak

 To Montlake/25th

101111
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PM Peak Off Peak

Montlake Blvd 
Interchange Area
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Travel Times – 2030

Destination
Existing No Build 4Lane 6Lane 2M PI

 To 15th/Pacific

7
9

5
9
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7
9

7
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PM Peak Off Peak

 To Montlake/25th

7
9
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PM Peak Off Peak

Montlake Blvd 
Interchange Area
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Transit Considerations

•Today, approximately 500 buses carrying approximately 11,000 
people cross the SR520 on an average weekday.

•With the future alternatives, daily transit person trips are estimated 
to increase to:

–No Build Alternative: 34,100

–4-Lane Alternative: 42,400 people

–6-Lane Alternative: 47,600 people

•At Montlake Freeway Station:
•520 westbound transfers
•620 eastbound transfers

•Without Montlake Freeway Station will need additional transit 
service between the UW and the Eastside



3723

Bicycle/Pedestrian Connections – Westside Bicycle and PedestrianBicycle and Pedestrian Connections

View Detail
On Display Board
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Bicycle and Pedestrian
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Public Outreach

June 23rd City Council COW 

Draft EIS Public Comment period  

Open Houses and Public Hearings after DEIS 
is released 

Fairs and Festivals
– Dozens of events covering every stakeholder community 

started in May
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Website Address

http://www.wsdot.gov/projects/SR520Bridge
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