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e TOLL CONSIDERATION

In 2012 the Legislature WSDOT received 4,700 The study area should look Legislative direction
asked WSDOT to study comments during extensive at the broader Puget Sound s to delay any further

tolling 1-90 to fill the funding  public outreach in 2013. Region and how tolling

gap to complete SR 520 The public voiced significant  affects traffic on the other
between I-5 and Lake feedback and concerns. highways.
Washington. Most do not want folls on

1-90 to pay for SR 520.

Background

| n 2009, the State Route 520
Legislative Work Group
issued a report stating that

if the remaining funding

gap to complete SR 520
between Interstate 5 and Lake
Washington was not filled

through new federal or state
WSDOT hosted six open houses in 2013 to allow the

public to ask questions and learn more about the study. revenue, then tOIhng Interstate

90 should be considered.

Legislative direction

In 2012, the Legislature asked
WSDOT to evaluate tolling I-90
between I-5 in Seattle and I-405
in Bellevue to help manage
traffic across Lake Washington
and provide funding toward
completion of SR 520. While
the commitment of new federal

and state funds was not evident,
Nearly 800 people attended the first open

house on Mercer Island in January 2013. the environmental analys1s

commenced.

expenditures on the
environmental review

document.

In 2013, following initial

public outreach efforts, the
Legislature amended previous
direction by requiring a
comprehensive Environmental
Impact Statement to evaluate
the economic, social and
environmental impacts of tolling
1-90.

Why it's important

Together, I-90 and SR 520 form
the Cross Lake Washington
Corridor, two parallel highways
that operate as one system to
connect the region’s major
employment and population
centers.

WSDOT needs to complete
SR 520 between I-5 and Lake
Washington, which would
replace the vulnerable Portage
Bay and southwest bridge
approach structures.



FILLING THE GAP

Previous I-90 toll funding projections from
initial SR 520 toll financing studies in
2007-2009, suggested that I-90 tolling

could generate upward of $1.5 billion.

Updated economic and financial assump-
tions suggest that I-90 toll funding would
likely not provide full funding to complete
SR 520. Additionally, some portion of

the 190 toll revenue may be required for
I-90 mitigation needs, further reducing the
funding available for SR 520.

For more information:

Craig J. Stone, P.E.
Assistant Secretary
Toll Division
206-464-1220

stonec@wsdot.wa.gov

wsdot.gov/projects/I90/CrossLake WA-
Tolling/

EIS accomplishments

In 2013, WSDOT conducted extensive outreach to inform and
engage the public, agencies and city councils, including 46 briefings
to stakeholders and community groups.

» 1,400 individuals attended six public scoping meetings held in
Bellevue, Mercer Island and Seattle

« 4,700 comments were received through the scoping outreach

Feedback

What we heard was significant feedback and concerns. Main themes
were:

« The study area should look at the broader Puget Sound Region
and how tolling could affect traffic on other highways.

« If tolling is needed, a regional approach should be considered
and not single out one highway, such as I-90.

» Most do not want tolls on I-90. Mercer Island residents are
concerned they will be unfairly affected because there is no
other way off the island.

« Opposition to using the funds generated by I-90 tolls to pay for
SR 520.

+ Other means of funding should be studied and considered
instead of tolling, such as a state gas tax, local motor vehicle
excise tax, transportation benefit district, vehicle miles traveled,
carbon tax, toll other highways, etc.

What's next

The Legislature requested WSDOT perform financial analysis work
of updating traffic and revenue information on I-90 tolling options
to inform the Legislature, including::

» Traffic forecasts
« Gross and net toll revenue projections

« Financing projections

The findings were to be submitted to the transportation committees
to allow for legislative review. The Legislature asked to delay further
expenditures on the environmental review for I-90 tolls.
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