
 

Point Defiance Bypass Project Technical Advisory Team – Meeting Notes 
 
Date:  May 19, 2011 
Attendees:  Michael Forsythe, Clover Park School District 

Mike Galizio, Pierce County 
Jeff Gonzalez, City of Lakewood 
Steve Kim, WSDOT Olympic Region 
Chris Larson, City of Tacoma 
Larry Mickel, JBLM 
Jodi Mitchell, Sound Transit 
Dean Moberg, FHWA 
Chris VanNostrand, FRA 
Colleen Vaughn, FRA 
Minh Vo, Camp Murray 
Peter Zahn, City of DuPont 
WSDOT Project Team: Dave Smelser, Kevin Jeffers, Larry Mattson, Myria Foisy, Melanie 
Coon, Dianna Lahmann, Frank Davidson 

 
Introductions 
 
Program Update 
Dave Smelser reviewed the current funding status for the Cascades High Speed Rail Program: 

• $735 million is secured for 15 projects 

• awarded an additional $15 million for work at the Port of Vancouver 
 
WSDOT is in the process of working through FRA agreements with American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) and non-ARRA projects. 
 
The first project in the program to start construction will be Everett in the fall. 
 
Summer and Fall 2011:  TAG meeting schedule 
June 16: Traffic Memos 
*Change July: No meeting 
August & September: No meetings 
October 18: Facilitated review 
November 15: Facilitated review 
 
Greenfield & Shoreline Memo highlights 
Project Environmental Manager Larry Mattson reviewed the Greenfield and Shoreline memos and 
highlighted for the group reasons why each alternative is being eliminated from further consideration, 
aside from the no-action alternative.  
 



 

Some alternatives have “fatal flaws,” meaning they have impacts on Section 4(f) properties, as defined 
by the USDOT Act of 1966, which includes public parks and historic sites. States are strongly discouraged 
from impacting these properties and may do so only if:  

• there is no prudent and feasible alternative; 

• the agency’s program or project includes “all possible planning to minimize harm.” 
 
The Bypass of Point Defiance, the proposed route, represents a prudent and feasible alternative and is 
now the preferred route based on evaluations in light of the purpose and need for the project. Aside 
from the no-action alternative, this route is the only proposed alternative with no Section 4(f) impacts. 
 
For more information please reference the Greenfield and Shoreline memos, the PowerPoint 
presentation for this meeting, or contact a member of the project team. 
 
Upcoming Outreach 
Project Communication Manager Melanie Coon gave an update of the planned summer outreach for the 
project: 

• July 25, Lakewood City Council 

• July 26, Pierce County Council 

• July 26, DuPont City Council 

• August 23, Tacoma City Council 

• Farmers markets 

• Community and business groups 
 
Traffic Report status 
Project Engineer Kevin Jeffers told the group WSDOT is reviewing the traffic memos. The final memos 
will be available to the group for review in early June. WSDOT would like feedback by June 16. 
 
The requested feedback date sparked discussion on the length of time group members are given to 
review technical documents. Based on this discussion WSDOT will likely extend the review period.  
 
Open Discussion with FRA 
Colleen Vaughn, environmental protection specialist from the Federal Railroad Administration, 
participated in the meeting and shared about her environmental role at FRA, her relationship with 
WSDOT and her role with this project. She spoke highly of the project’s public outreach effort and asked 
the TAG members if they would like any additional outreach from WSDOT. The TAG responded that they 
too appreciated the outreach thus far and had no additional requests. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Next meeting:  June 16 in Pierce Transit’s Rainier Conference Room 
 


