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1.  Proposed NASCAR Sites

The International Speedway Corporation (ISC) has announced its interest to bring
NASCAR to the Northwest and is considering several sites for a new racetrack. One of
the possible sites is south of Smokey Point along I-5. WSDOT Aviation, the Federal
Aviation Administration, and local officials have met informally to discuss the effects of
the proposed Arlington site on the airport and aviation activities.

WSDOT Aviation’s primary interest in the siting of any NASCAR facility is to insure
compliance with state land use guidelines designed to protect airports from incompatible
use. This fall, ISC is expected to select a preferred NASCAR site. As that occurs,
WSDOT will conduct an analysis of how the selected site will impact adjacent airport
facilities.

The Snohomish County Executive has taken the lead to address aviation concerns
regarding the Arlington site. If you have comments, please email them to
aviation@wsdot.wa.gov or mail to:

WSDOT Aviation
PO Box 3367
Arlington WA 98223

WSDOT Aviation will forward your comments to the appropriate contact.

mailto:aviation@wsdot.wa.gov


2.  Certified Flight Instructor Refresher Clinics Scheduled for September 11 and 12

in Spokane and November 6 and 7 in Everett

ARLINGTON - The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) will host
Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) Clinics on September 11-12 at the Hampton Inn in
Spokane, WA, and on November 6-7 at the Best Western Cascadian Inn in Everett, WA.

Each two-day clinic is free of charge, however only CFIs with current Washington State
registrations can attend.  This is the last year the clinics will be offered at no cost. All
clinics scheduled for 2005 and into the future will have a registration fee to recover the
cost of the clinics.

Presented by Hoffman Pilot Center, Inc. staff, the clinics will cover topics such as:
Collision Avoidance; Human Factors; Instructor Responsibilities and Safety;
Fundamentals of Instruction; Transition Training and more. Through the use of dynamic
interactive Internet presentations and computer graphics, clinic staff will provide the tools
to help pilots renew flight instructor certificates, fly more safely, and update flying
techniques.

In addition to presenting the most complete and up-to-date regulations and aeronautical
information, the clinic offers a notebook of pamphlets and handouts that will link clinic
participation to hundreds of sources and references.  Bob Clarke and Harry LaForge will
lead each clinic.

Interested participants can register online for either the September or November clinic.

3.  Why Should I Visit a State Airport?

WSDOT Aviation operates 16 airports, offering a gateway to the beautiful backcountry
of Washington State. The airfields, located primarily in regions that experience extreme
climatic conditions, provide strategic landing or staging sites for emergency medical air
response, transport, evacuation points and fire fighting.

However, in addition to being emergency airfields, the state airports also serve as great
spots for pilots to fish, camp, hike, etc.  Listed below are some of the recreational
services available at your state airports:



Airport Camping
Picnic
 Tables

Fire
Rings

Out
House Water

Walk to
Facilities

OPEN/
CLOSED

        

Avey Y N N N Y 100 ft to Duty Store OPEN

Bandera Y 1 N N N N CLOSED

Copalis Beach Y N N N N N OPEN

Easton Y 1 2 Y N 1/2 mi. to restaurant OPEN

Lake Wenatchee Y 1 1 Y Y 1 mi. to Fish Lake CLOSED

Little Goose Y N N N N 1/4 mi. to park OPEN

Lower Granite Y N N N N 1/2 mi. to resort OPEN

Lower
Monumental Y N N N N N OPEN

Methow N N N N N 1/4 mi. to NCSJ base OPEN

Ranger Creek Y N N Y N N OPEN

Rogersburg N N N N N N OPEN

Skykomish Y 2 2 Y Y 1 mi. to town OPEN

Stehekin Y N N Y N 1/4 mi. to campground CLOSED

Sullivan Lake Y 5 5 Y Y 1 mi. to store OPEN

Tieton Y N N Y N N OPEN

Woodland Y N N N Y 1/2 mi. to town OPEN

4.  WSDOT Hires Temporary Construction Manager to Assist with Airport Aid
Grants

WSDOT Aviation welcomes Eric Johnson as temporary construction manager to fill a
department vacancy. Johnson will use his 16 years of airport experience to assist Stan
Allison, Aviation Operations Manager, with the Airport Aid Grant Program. Johnson’s
primary responsibilities will include administering both federal and state grants, tracking
expenditures, processing reimbursement requests, providing technical assistance to
airport sponsors and local communities, and updating the grant program web pages.
 
This year, WSDOT Aviation awarded a total of $1.035 million in grants to 27 airports
across the state.  Most grants are focused on pavement preservation projects and directed
towards smaller airports that are not eligible for federal funding.
 
For more information about the Airport Aid Grant Program, please go to:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/grants/default.htm

5.  Aviation Director Meets New Washington Pilots Association (WPA) President

Kirk Kleinholz, the new WPA President and a private pilot from Paine Field, discussed
common issues facing general aviation in Washington State with Aviation Director, John
Sibold.  The pair identified ways to work together to find solutions to important issues
such as the NASCAR siting, eliminating temporary flight restrictions (TFRs), and
enhancing the Northwest Aviation Trade Show.  WSDOT Aviation will work closely

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/grants/default.htm


with Kirk, as the primary representative for Washington Pilot Association Chapters.
Kirk’s immediate focus will be to unify WPA chapters across the state to speak with one
voice on aviation issues.  John Sibold agreed to accept invitations to update WPA Board
Members on state aviation topics at their quarterly or annual meetings.

6.  Discussions Continue Regarding Wildlife Hazards Near Airports

In April, WSDOT Aviation participated in two meetings with various resource agencies
to discuss Substitute Senate Bill (SSB) 6173.  The bill requires resource agencies to
consider the impact on safe aircraft operations when mitigating environmental/storm
water requirements.  During the meetings, parties discussed whether specific language
could be adopted to satisfy both aircraft safety and environmental concerns.  A consensus
was reached to develop a memorandum of agreement (MOA) to address airport storm
water management, wetland mitigation, establishment of a technical committee, and
funding.  Consensus also indicated that WSDOT Aviation should continue to spearhead
the project and develop a draft MOA. Meeting participants included the Department of
Fish & Wildlife, Department of Ecology, US Department of Agriculture, Federal
Aviation Administration, Washington Airport Management Association, Washington
Public Ports Association, representatives from the Washington Senate and House, and
several environmental groups.

7.  WSDOT Expresses Appreciation to Search and

Rescue Volunteers

Tom Peterson, WSDOT Aviation Emergency
Services Coordinator, attended the Washington Air
Search and Rescue (WARSAR) Appreciation
Breakfast at Evergreen Sky Ranch near Auburn.  The
event, hosted by Tom and Nancy Jensen at their home
on the airpark, honored all the WASAR volunteers
who participated in the past two searches in March
and April.  Over 100 volunteers, family members and guests attended, with over 26
aircraft flying into the private strip.  WSDOT thanks WARSAR for its invaluable support
and contribution to air search and rescue efforts in Washington State.

8.  Aviation Advisory Committee meets May 13 in Arlington

The Advisory Committee will provide the Washington Aviation Association (WAA) with
input on ways to enhance the Northwest Aviation Trade Show.  Members of the Advisory
Committee will also receive updates on the Airport Grant Awards for 2004, as well as the
Washington Transportation Plan (WTP) timeline to define airports of statewide
significance.  Advisory Committee meetings are open to the public.

For more information about the Aviation Advisory Committee, go to:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/TaskForce/default.htm




