
AASHTO 
Research Advisory Committee 

2007 Annual Meeting 
 

 Seattle, WA 
August 6-9, 2007 

 
Sponsored by AASHTO RAC 4 

Hosted by the  
Washington State Department of Transportation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Welcome 

Agenda 

Hotel Information 

Meeting Registration 

Directions and Maps 

About AASHTO 

About RAC 

About RAC 4 

About CUTC 

Contact Us 

Local Attractions 

The American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Research Advisory 
Committee (RAC) provides overall transportation advice 
to the Standing Committee on Research (SCOR) and the 
AASHTO Executive and Policy Committees.  RAC helps 
SCOR accomplish its goals by providing assistance in 
identifying research needs, defining research emphasis 
areas, utilizing research findings, maintaining an overview 
of state related research activities and funding, and 
employing the National Cooperative Highway Research 
Program (NCHRP) effectively. 
  
 The RAC annual meeting provides an opportunity for the 
committee to conduct its annual business and to network 
with others interested in transportation research.  
Discussions will be focused on the status of national 
transportation research programs and what we need to do 
today to prepare for the long range future of 
transportation and transportation research.  Specific 
sessions will cover research partnerships between 
departments of transportation and universities, research 
project management, and documenting the value of 
research.  Sessions will also be provided for the AASHTO 
RAC Task Groups and AASHTO RAC Regions.  Posters 
from University Transportation Centers within the RAC 4 
area and from select national programs and RAC 4 will be 
displayed throughout the meeting. The meeting will 
conclude with a business meeting. 
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The Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown Seattle will 
be the site of the 2007 AASHTO Research 
Advisory Committee Meeting and hotel 
accommodation. 
 

 
 

Crowne Plaza Hotel 
1113 SIXTH AVENUE  

SEATTLE, WA 98101 UNITED STATES  
Hotel Front Desk: 1-206-4641980 

Hotel Fax: 1-206-3401617 
 

To make your reservation, call 1-800-860-7715 or use the online 
reservation system . The Group Code for booking is QRE. The 

rate is the federal per diem rate of $136/night. 
 

Additional days before and after the conference will be subject to 
availability and the prevailing rack rate. 

              
HOTEL REGISTRATION 
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Registration can be made online prior to the 
meeting by check or credit card. 
Registration is available at the meeting by check.  
 
Participant Registration 
The AASHTO RAC meeting provides an excellent 
opportunity to network with state and federal 
Research Managers as well as representatives 
from several University Transportation Centers. 
Participant Registration includes:  the networking 
reception; breakfast on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday; lunch on Tuesday and Wednesday; and 
dinner at the Tillicum Village on Tuesday evening. 
To help us prepare meeting materials, please 
respond no later than July 13th.  On site 
registration will be available but space and 
materials are not guaranteed. 
 

Click Here to Register 
 
Guest Registration 
Guests will have the opportunity to meet each 
other at the networking reception and to talk with 
the concierge and locals to plan their visit.  Guest 
Registration includes the networking reception and 
the Tillicum Village Tour and Dinner.   
 

 
 

Contact Sara Chittim if you have any questions



 

Welcome 

Agenda 

Hotel Information 

Meeting Registration 

Directions and Maps 

About AASHTO 

About RAC 

About RAC 4 

About CUTC 

Contact Us 

Local Attractions 

   
Seattle-Tacoma International  (SEA)  

Distance: 14 MI  /  22.53 KM North  to Hotel  
Shuttle Charge (one way):  $10.25   
Taxi Charge (one way):  $35.00   
Time by taxi:  20 minutes  
Go straight onto N Exit Dr. Merge onto WA-518 E 
toward I-5/Seattle. Exit onto I-5 N toward Seattle. Take 
Seneca St. Exit, #165. Stay left lane at the stoplight. 
The hotel is on the left at the corner of 6th & Seneca.  

 
Train  

Station Name:  King Street Station (Amtrak)  
Distance: 1 MI  /  1.61 KM North  to Hotel  
Taxi Fee From Train Station:  $10.00   
 

Driving Directions 
From the North 
Take I-5 south to exit 165b Union St. make left on 5th 
Ave. go 3 blocks to Spring Street.  Make a left.  Go 1 
block to 6th Avenue make left.  Go to Seneca St make 
left. The hotel is on your left on corner of 6th and Seneca. 
  

Washington Maps 
• View state highway map   
• City parks   
• State parks   
• National parks   
• Washington's coastal region   
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Region 4 
Leni Oman (Chair) Washington State DOT omanl@wsdot.wa.gov 
Rick Collins (Vice 
Chair) 

Texas DOT rcollins@dot.state.tx.us 

Clinton J. Adler* Alaska DOT clint_adler@dot.state.ak.us 
Frank T. 
Darmiento 

Arizona DOT fdarmiento@azdot.gov 

Wesley S.C. Lum California DOT wes_lum@dot.ca.gov 
Jake Kononov Colorado DOT jake.kononov@dot.state.co.us 
Casey Abe Hawaii DOT casey.abe@hawaii.gov 
Steven Ege Hawaii DOT steven.ege@hawaii.gov 
Matthew E. Moore Idaho Transp. Department matthew.moore@itd.idaho.gov 
Sue Sillick Montana DOT ssillick@mt.gov 
Mostafa Jamshidi Nebraska DOR mjamshid@dor.state.ne.us 
Amy Starr Nebraska DOR astarr@dor.state.ne.us 
Tie He Nevada DOT the@dot.state.nv.us 
Rais Rizvi New Mexico DOT rais.rizvi@state.nm.us 
Scott M. McClure* New Mexico DOT scott.mcclure@nmshtd.state.nm.us 
Ron Horner North Dakota DOT rhorner@state.nd.us 
Ron Curb Oklahoma DOT rcurb@odot.org 
Dawn Sullivan Oklahoma DOT dsullivan@fd9ns01.okladot.state.ok.us 
Sivanuja S. 
Sundaram 

Oklahoma DOT ssundaram@fd9ns01.okladot.state.ok.us 

Barnie P. Jones Oregon DOT barnie.p.jones@odot.state.or.us 
David L. Huft South Dakota DOT dave.huft@state.sd.us 
Rick Collins Texas DOT rcollins@dot.state.tx.us 
Rukhsana Lindsey Utah DOT rlindsey@utah.gov 
Leni Oman Washington State DOT omanl@wsdot.wa.gov 
Timothy McDowell Wyoming DOT tim.mcdowell@dot.state.wy.us 
Regional Affiliates 
Allan Kwan  Alberta allan.kwan@gov.ab.ca 
Roger Skirrow  Alberta roger.skirrow@gov.ab.ca 
Dirk Nyland  British Columbia dirk.nyland@gov.bc.ca 
Said Kass  Manitoba skass@gov.mb.ca 
Allan Widger  Saskatchewan awidger@highways.gov.sk.ca 
Miguel Gomez Mexico mgomezca@sct.gob.mx 

AASHTO RAC 4 
Members and Regional Affiliates 
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2007 AASHTO RAC Planning Committee 
 
Leni Oman 
Director, Office of Research & Library Services 
Washington State Department of Transportation 
OmanL@wsdot.wa.gov 
360-705-7974 
 
Rick Collins 

  Director, Research and Technology Implementation Office  
Texas Department of Transportation 
rcollins@dot.state.tx.us 
512/465-7632 
 
 
National RAC Officers 
  
Wesley S.C. Lum, RAC Chair 
Chief, National Liaison California DOT 
wes_lum@dot.ca.gov 
916-654-8892 
  
Richard Long, RAC Vice-Chair 
Director, Research Center Florida DOT 
richardc.long@dot.state.fl.us 
850-414-4617 

 
 
WSDOT Research & Library Services Meeting 
Coordinator 
 
Juanita Thedy 
ORLS Office Coordinator 
ThedyJ@wsdot.wa.gov 
360-705-7961 

              
CONTACT US 
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http://cutc.tamu.edu/
http://cms.transportation.org/?siteid=55&pageid=863
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/B83667BC-2EA5-4A69-9EAA-A725758CDBD0/0/NRAC2007Webpage320073.pdf
http://www.transportation.org/?siteid=37&pageid=310
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Whether bringing guests or taking some vacation 
time while you’re in Washington, there’s lots to 
do.   
 
Seattle will be hosting SeaFair 
http://www.seafair.com/, a local month long 
maritime festival from July 7 to August 5. 
Come early to enjoy the air show, maritime 
festival, or hydroplane races 
 
Popular sites within walking distance include the 
Pike Place Market, the Seattle Underground Tour 
and the Monorail.   
 
Ride the Monorail to visit the Space Needle, 
Pacific Science Center, and Experience Music 
Project. 
 
Catch a game of the Seattle Mariners the 
weekend before the meeting. 
 
Use the free bus service within downtown Seattle 
to visit other sites such as the museums, 
sculpture garden, arboretum, and more.   
 
http://www.visitseattle.org/visitors/ 
 
Visit other areas in Washington 
http://access.wa.gov/visiting/index.aspx 
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The meeting organizers would like to sincerely thank the following people for all 
their help.  Without them, this meeting would not have happened.  

    Juanita Thedy, WSDOT, for her tireless work on the meeting facility, shirts, 
menus, and much, much more.
    Sara Chittim, WSDOT, for developing and managing the registration site and 
all the required meeting paperwork for payments.
    Nina Kroeker, TXDOT, for putting the program book together and developing 
the meeting logo that’s been used everywhere and for being so accommodating 
of our changes.

Special Thanks



Greetings from the Chair,

Welcome to Seattle, Washington, and the Annual Meeting of the American Association 
of State Highway and Transportation Offi cials Research Advisory Committee (AASHTO 
RAC).  This meeting promises to be interesting and very pertinent to our respective 
research programs at state, federal and university levels.  

I wish to thank all of you – speakers, members, and guests -- for participating in this 
Annual Meeting.  We have a full agenda with issues to resolve and recommendations 
to make.  The Annual Meeting provides the venue that helps us address our business 
issues expeditiously.  I know we will take advantage of this opportunity.

RAC has evolved in recent years to be continuously engaged in our mission by 
being a proactive committee promoting quality and excellence in research and in the 
application of research fi ndings to improve state transportation systems.  I account for 
this by the following:

• RAC adopted By-laws that documented roles, responsibilities and operating 
procedures

• RAC leaders have monthly teleconferences
• RAC leaders include Region Vice Chairs, RITA, FHWA, and TRB
• RAC Regions have regularly scheduled teleconferences
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AASHTO Research Advisory Committee
2007 Annual Meeting
August 6-9, 2007 - Seattle, WA

RAC 101 

Great introductory session for state DOT research personnel new to their positions and good 
update for more experienced attendees.  This session will be a “catch all” for questions like:
 What do I need to know about managing a research program?
 What do I need to know about the TRB and Cooperative Research Programs? 
 What does the Federal Highway Administration research program do?
 How can I use all this information to help my state DOT?

A unique opportunity to talk with peers about some of the fundamentals of transportation 
research programs.  

Welcoming Session

Hear about emergent issues in transportation and transportation research programs 
from directors at the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Offi cials 
(AASHTO), the Transportation Research Board, Federal Highway Administration, the 
Research and Innovative Technology Administration and the Council of University

AASHTO Research Advisory Committee Meeting 
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The Value of Research

How do you answer this question - “What did we get from the research - a report that sits 
on a shelf?”  Determining and communicating the value of research is a topic of national 
interest, pertinent to everyone involved in research.  In this session state DOTs will share 
how they credibly assess the value of research and effectively communicate that value.  
National efforts, like the NCHRP project “Communicating the Value of Research”, will also 
be presented. 

Research Program Administration

A participatory session where attendees will discuss program administration problems 
and suggested solutions compiled in advance by the RAC meeting organizers.  Great 
opportunity to “borrow” ideas from your peers and try them out at home.

Task Group Meetings 

It’s time to get to work!  The AASHTO Standing Committee on Research has approved 
the creation of Research Advisory Committee task groups made up of RAC members and 
others from across the country.  The task groups will be recommending action on such hot 
topics as “Value of Research”, “Research Funding”, and “Research Program Coordination 
and Collaboration”.  The results of this work could directly and positively impact state DOT 
research programs.  These meetings will provide an opportunity for participants to help set 
the direction of many important research program issues of national interest.    

Regional Breakout Sessions

Opportunity to discuss issues of mutual interest to the region.  

RAC Business Meeting

This session will include reports, presentations, and discussion as well as a synopsis of 
major issues dicussed throughout the meeting. 



AASHTO Research Advisory Committee Meeting 

RAC Administration – recommends administrative policy to RAC Leadership Board, and identifi es, 
investigates, and manages RAC administrative matters as directed by the RAC Leadership Board. 

Value of Research – monitors, supports, and encourages methods and practices designed 
to demonstrate the value of transportation research; facilitates dissemination and exchange of 
information and experiences among RAC members.

Education and Training – evaluates, documents and disseminates methods and practices designed 
to advance transportation research management; facilitates the exchange of information and 
experiences among RAC members; develops and/or advances, promotes, and deploys educational 
tools and resources.

Research Funding – reviews, observes, and encourages the effective use of research funding; 
promotes funding reviews and plans; serve as a coordinating committee and advocates for Member 
Department research funding questions and issues; monitors and encourages new methods and 
innovative practices designed to enhance transportation research funding effectiveness. 

Research Coordination and Collaboration – stays informed of all transportation research programs 
in the U.S.; actively monitors, supports, and encourages methods and practices designed to engage 
dialogue that will better coordinate research efforts and avoid duplication; provides reports to RAC on 
research being conducted by other agencies. 

Program Management and Quality – monitors, supports, and encourages methods and practices 
designed to improve the management and quality of transportation research projects; facilitates the 
dissemination and exchange of information; recommends practices that enhance identifi ed quality 
indicators to RAC leadership; serves as an advocate for the use and continued improvement of 
research management tool; makes recommendations for new tools as need dictates. 

Future Needs – one member from each Task Group shall be designated as a member of the 
Future Needs Task Group along with others identifi ed by the Leadership Board. This group monitors 
transportation research trends and conditions in order to develop a strategic plan for the future needs 
of RAC. This group serves as a forum to facilitate discussions on strategic concepts at appropriate 
venues and will develop white papers for consideration by the Leadership Board.

Peer Exchange – formed to review and identify federally required research program Peer 
Exchanges.

Transportation Knowledge Networks – formed to actively monitor, support, and encourage 
methods for effective creation, capture, synthesis, transfer, application, and preservation of 
transportation information

RAC Standing Task Groups

RAC Special Task Groups
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Agenda
Monday
August 6, 2007
8:00 AM to 10:00 AM        Performance Measures (NCHRP 20-63 Performance Measurement 
Sequoia                             Tool Box and Reporting System for Research Programs and Projects)
                                           Session Coordinator: Richard Long

10:00 AM to 1:00 PM        RAC and CUTC Leadership Meeting
Carlsbad Session Coordinators: Wes Lum and Rod Diridon

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM          RAC 101
Sequoia                             Session Coordinators: Rick Collins, Chris Hedges,  Bill Zaccagnino 
                                          

 Welcome and Introduction     Wes Lum
Overview of AASHTO Structure and RAC Richard McReynolds
What does a RAC member do?   Barnie Jones

                                           Seven Keys to Building a Robust Research  
                                           Program      Gary Frederick
                                           Pooled Fund Program – A State Perspective Tim Carlile

2:15 PM to 2:30 PM          Break

                                           Breakout Tables – this will allow participants to discuss issues with 
                                           representatives in a smaller group setting. (participants are encouraged 
                                           to meet with representatives at each table but they will be free to circulate 
                                           to the tables as they wish throughout this time):
                                           Table 1 – State DOT 
                                           Table 2 – FHWA 
                                           Table 3 – TRB 
                                           Table 4 – TRIS and RIP
                                           Table 5 – CUTC

                                           Question and Answer Session with a Panel of 4 RAC Members
                                           Region 1 – Bill Carr
                                           Region 2 – Moy Biswas
                                           Region 3 – Monique Evans
                                           Region 4 – Rick Collins

4:00 PM to 6:00 PM          Future Needs Task Group
Glacier

6:00 PM to 8:30 PM          Welcome Reception 
Patio/Parkside 



AASHTO Research Advisory Committee Meeting Continue on next page

Tuesday
August 7, 2007
7:00 AM to 8:00 AM          Networking Breakfast
Carlsbad 

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM          Opening Session
Sequoia/Glacier/                Session Coordinator: Leni Oman
Yellowstone 
                                          Welcome      Leni Oman
                                          RAC Welcome     Wes Lum
                                          AASHTO Report    Ken Kobetsky
                                          TRB Report     Bob Skinner

FHWA Report     Dennis Judycki
                             RITA Report     Jan Brecht-Clark
                             CUTC Report     Rod Diridon

9:30 AM to 10:00 AM        Break (Beverage Only)

10:00 AM to 11:30 AM      Managing Research for Success 
Sequoia/Glacier/                Session Coordinator: Leni Oman
Yellowstone
                                           CEO and SCOR Perspective  Susan Martinovich
                                           Chief Engineer Perspective  John Conrad

                              Microsoft Perspective   James Oker
                                           Questions and Discussion

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM        Lunch
Patio/Parkside

1:00 PM to 2:30 PM           Partnering with Universities 
Sequoia/Glacier/           Session Coordinators: Larry Orcutt, Sue Sillick 
Yellowstone               
                                           Welcome Students/CUTC Overview Rod Diridon
                                           Welcome Students/UTC Mission  Betty Deakin
                                           Student Panel Discussion/Questions Nic Lutsey  
     Jennifer Yeamans 
                                                Cecily Way

                                           RAC/UTC Survey Results & Challenges Sue Sillick
                                           UTC Success Stories/Questions  Shana Lindsey                                
               Sandra Larson                                
                 Shashi Nambisan 

2:30 PM to 3:00 PM           Break (Beverage and Food)
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Tuesday
August 7, 2007
3:00 PM to 4:30 PM           The Value of Research
Sequoia/Glacier/                 Session Coordinator: Dave Huft 
Yellowstone 

    Assessing Research Value with the Research 
    Performance Measurement (RPM) System  Paul Krugler
    Demonstrating the Value of Research to the 
    Virginia Commonwealth Transportation Board  William Bushman
    Fatigue of Older Bridges in Northern Indiana: 
    Data Driven Decision Research    Tommy Nantung
    New Directions & New Value for the Nation’s 
    Transportation Research Program   Steven Chase

5:30PM to 10:30 PM Tillicum Village
    Meet in the lobby at 5:30 PM to be directed to the bus or walk to the ferry   
    (the walk is 7 to 8 blocks). Meeting the ferry is time sensitive so please 
    be prompt. Dress is very casual but bring layers as it may be cool on the  
    water.
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7:00 AM to 8:00 AM          Networking Breakfast
Carlsbad 

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM          Research Program Administration
Sequoia/Glacier/                Session Coordinator: Frank Darmiento 
Yellowstone 
      
9:30 AM to 10:00 AM        Break (Beverage Only)

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon  Task Group Meetings

  Research Administration – Boardroom    

  Value of Research – Carlsbad
     Education and Training – Glacier
     Research Funding – McKinley
     Research Coordination and Collaboration – Sequoia
     Program Management and Quality – Parkside
     Peer Exchange – Yosemite

12 Noon to 1:30 PM          Lunch
Patio/Parkside

1:30 PM to 5:00 PM          Regional Breakout Sessions
     RAC 1 – McKinley
     RAC 2 – Boardroom
     RAC 3 – Glacier
     RAC 4 – Sequoia

5:30 PM to 10:00 PM        Regional Dinners

Wednesday
August 8, 2007 



Thursday 
August 9, 2007

7:00 AM to 8:00 AM          Networking Breakfast
Carlsbad 

8:00 AM to 11:30 AM        RAC Business Meeting
Sequoia/Glacier/                Session Coordinator: Wes Lum
Yellowstone  
                                           Welcome (5 min)    Wes Lum

                                           Panel 1     Wes Lum
  AASHTO Report (25 min)  John Horsley
  CRP Report (20 min)   Chris Jenks
  SHRP 2 Report (20 min)  Ann Brach

     Panel 2     Richard Long
  Regional Meeting Reports 

       (10 min each x 4)   Region chairs

Panel 3     Richard Long
  Task Group Reports 

   Task Group Leaders

AASHTO Research Advisory Committee Meeting 
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