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Progress continues on Amtrak Cascades high-speed rail projects 
The ARRA-funded Cascades high-speed rail program now has nine projects in construction
and seven completed, a third of the total 20 projects. The remaining projects will begin
construction this year and all must be completed by July 2017. Recent updates include:

Vancouver New Middle Lead: Construction is operationally complete, making this
the sixth completed project in the high-speed rail program. This project added 1,300
feet of new lead track to ease passenger and freight train congestion at one of
Pacific Northwest’s busiest rail yards. An at-grade crossing with active warning
devices was added to 11th Street. Construction began in 2013.

Vancouver Port Access Rail Improvements: Construction on this project
wrapped up at the end of March, the seventh completed project out of 20. Crews
constructed a trench under BNSF’s Columbia River Bridge, demolished some silos
and structures to allow better rail line connections, raised delivery pipes to improve
clearance and laid new track, all of which improves movement through the port and
reduces congestion. Construction began in 2013.

Advanced Wayside Signal System: Construction continues on the Seattle to
Vancouver portion of this project, with 12 of the 15 locations completed. The overall
project upgrades signal system components at all control points, sidings and
turnouts between the Canadian border and Vancouver. Construction should be
complete in July.

King Street Station Track Improvements: Review of 60 percent design
comment resolution continues, with 90 percent design scheduled for review in May.
Work, scheduled to start in early 2016, will include new tracks and automated
switches to improve train movements between Amtrak’s Seattle Maintenance Facility
and westerly platforms of the busy King Street Station.

Locomotives: The last of three Final Design Review workshops WSDOT hosted in
Seattle wrapped up this month, one of the last steps before construction beings. The
sessions were attended by stakeholders from around the country and the world.
WSDOT’s eight new Siemens locomotives will begin operation in 2017.


