Framework for Analyzing Indirect Effects

Step 1 through 4 — Scoping and Data Gathering

Determine study area boundaries, goals, and notable features, and identify

impact causing activities.
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Step 5 — Identify Potentially Significant Effects

Does effect merit detailed
analysis?

[
Yes — Proceed to next step
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L— No

—

Further analysis of effect not
required.

Step 6 and 7 — Analyze Indirect Effects and Evaluate Analysis

Analyze potential effects to determine magnitude, duration, location and

likelihood.
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Step 8 — Assess Consequences and Develop Mitigation

features or study area goals?

Does the effect conflict with notable

_NO_p
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Yes
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Mitigation is not required.
End evaluation.

Is mitigation practicable?

— No -»

Yes

y

Document

impracticability.
End evaluation.

Are the consequences within
WSDOT’s control?

— NO -»

Yes
v

Recommend mitigation to
agencies that have
jurisdiction.
Reevaluate Effect.

Integrate mitigation into project/plan. Re-evaluate effect.

Source: Guidance for Assessing Indirect and Cumulative Impacts of Transportation Projects in North Carolina:

Volume II: Practitioner’s Handbook, State of North Carolina, Department of Transportation /Department of

Environment and Natural Resources, November 2001.



