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INSTRUCTIONS:  Applicant to complete Section 1-Justification of Variance Proposal.  All question must be addressed.  Please be aware that any questions left unanswered could delay approval of you utility permit or franchise application.  Section 2-Regional Considerations to be completed by WSDOT Regional Utilities Office.





SECTION 1-Justification of Variance Proposal (to be completed by applicant)





Explain why it is unusually difficult or impossible to sub-surface installation techniques to install the proposed utility:
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Identify all other route and/or installation alternatives that were considered and why they were rejected:
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Explain the basis for selecting the chosen route and why it is critical to the alignment of the facility:
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If cost is a basis for justification, explain in detail what makes the cost prohibitive.  Attach a detailed cost estimate(s) outlining these prohibitive expenditures.
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Identify and explain any impacts or potential adverse affects on the design, construction, or stability of the highway due to this installation proposal:
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Identify any impacts to traffic and/or pedestrian movements or any potential adverse affects on the overall operation of the highway that will occur as a result of this open cut proposal:
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Is it anticipated that any utility maintenance be necessary during the life of this utility?  If so, explain nature of anticipated maintenance and how this maintenance will be managed, including proposed access to the location of maintenance work, traffic control methods, maintenance durations, etc.:
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List existing surface material of traveled lanes, shoulders and widened areas, embankments, and any special construction details (i.e. rock lined ditch) at open cut location:
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Provide photographs showing the existing conditions on both sides of highway at location of open cut.  Include any vegetated areas, geologic features, guardrail, drainage features, or other items that will be impacted by this open cut proposal.
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Provide a roadway cross section showing a profile of the proposed open cut installation across the entire WSDOT Right of Way at the proposed open cut location.  This information should include: (1) location of all existing utilities; (2) width of traveled lanes, turn lanes, shoulders, and any widened areas outside of shoulders; (3) angle and depth of proposed utility installation in relation to existing roadway surface, ditching and/or embankments.  Dimension all information from the centerline of the highway horizontally and depth information from appropriate points vertically.
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Provide a proposed open cut trench cross-section showing: (1) pipe and casing (if applicable) ID and OD; (2) typical trench construction width; (3) typical pipe zone bedding depth and material; (4) Typical trench backfill depth and material; (5) existing and replacement surfacing depth and material; and, width and method of repair of roadway surface.
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Provide any additional information that will support this variance request:
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�



SECTION 2-Regional Considerations (to be completed by WSDOT)





Is there a need for a notice of filing?  If yes, explain why:
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Would the proposal have an adverse effect on the structural integrity, maintenance, appearance, or operation of the highway?  If yes, explain why:
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Will the utility installation affect design or construction of currently programmed projects?  If yes, list project(s) and anticipated negative affects:
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What is the schedule of the proposed utility installation and any WSDOT projects identified in item 3?  Are there any potential conflicts?
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Have appropriate design and construction offices been given an opportunity to review and comment on the proposed installation?  If so, what steps will be taken to coordinate utility installation with affected projects:
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What is the Regions recommendation regarding approval of this application?
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