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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Western Washington Fish and Wildlife Office
510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102
Lacey, Washington 98503

In Reply Refer To: DEC - 3 2007
13410-2007-1-0652

Ms. Michelle Steinmetz

Biology Program Manager

Urban Corridors Office - WSDOT
401 Second Avenue South, Suite 400
Seattle, Washington 98104-3850

Dear Ms. Steinmetz:

This letter is in response to your request for informal consultation on the Interstate 405 (I-405),
NE 8" Street to State Route (SR) 520 Braided Crossing Project in the City of Bellevue, King
County, Washington. Your letter and enclosed Biological Assessment (BA), dated September
25, 2007, and received in our office on September 27, 2007, requests U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) concurrence with the determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely
affect” for bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus). Tt is our understanding this request is being
submitted by the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) on behalf of the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This informal
consultation has been conducted in accordance with section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) (Act).

The WSDOT has determined the project will have “no effect” on Canada lynx (Lynx
canadensis), grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horribilis), gray wolf (Canis lupus), marbled murrelet
(Brachyramphus marmoratus), northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina), golden
paintbrush (Castilleja levisecta), marsh sandwort (Arenaria paludicola), and designated critical
habitat for bull trout. There is no requirement for Service concurrence on “no effect”
determinations. Your determinations that the project will have no effect on Canada lynx, grizzly
bear, gray wolf, marbled murrelet, northern spotted owl, golden paintbrush, marsh sandwort, and
designated bull trout critical habitat rest with the action agency.
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The WSDOT proposes to reduce congestion and improve safety, mobility, and access along the
[-405 and SR 520 corridors in the City of Bellevue by designing and constructing grade-
separated ramps (“braids”), reconfigured on- and off-ramps, collector-distributor and auxiliary
lanes, and a new NE 12" Street bridge. Located along approximately 1.5 miles of I-405, from
NE 8" Street to the I-405/SR 520 interchange, and along approximately 1.7 miles of SR 520,
from the 1-405/SR 520 interchange to east of 134™ Avenue NE, the proposed design-build
project will further augment other improvements to these same corridors. Previously the Service
consulted with the WSDOT and FHWA on the 1-405, 1-90 to SR 520 Bellevue Nickel
Improvement Project (FWS Ref. No. 1-3-06-1-0039). The proposed project is scheduled for
construction between 2009 and 2012.

The proposed project will improve access and reduce congestion surrounding the 1-405/SR 520
interchange (i.e., traffic “weaving” at on- and off-ramps), but will not increase capacity along
these portions of 1-405 and SR 520, or along the local arterials within the project area. The
project will construct a single new point of access (NE 10" Street on-ramp to northbound I-405
and castbound SR 520). The BA assessed the potential for indirect effects related to land use
(i.e., changes in the rate or pattern of land use conversion and related effects) and finds that no
new development is contingent upon the proposed project.

The project will construct closed and open stormwater conveyances, including four new
stormwater outfalls, and stormwater runoff treatment and flow control facilities for
approximately 11.3 acres of net-new pollution generating impervious surface (PGIS) associated
with the highway improvements, and for an additional 17.4 acres of existing, untreated PGIS
within the project limits (approximately 28.7 acres in total). The proposed stormwater design
will provide flow control to match developed and pre-developed discharge durations across a
range of flows, and will provide enhanced stormwater runoff treatment in each of the five
threshold discharge areas (TDAs).

Work conducted below the ordinary high-water mark will be completed during the established
in-water work window (May 15 — September 30) and will comply with the Implementing
Agreement for Compliance with State Surfuce Water Quality Standards between WSDOT and
the Washington State Department of Ecology. No in-water impact pile driving is proposed.
Sheet pile cofferdams placed below the ordinary high-water mark will be installed with the use
of a vibratory hammer only.

We believe sufficient information has been provided to determine the effects of the proposed
project to federally listed species and to conclude whether this project is likely to adversely
affect those species. Our concurrence would be based on information included in the BA,
additional information provided via electronic correspondence on November 5, 2007, complete
and successful implementation of the conservation measures described in the BA, and the
following rationale.
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Bull Trout

The proposed project is located within heavily developed portions of the Lake Washington/
Cedar-Sammamish watershed (Water Resource Inventory Area 8). Four of the five TDAs, and
most of the new PGIS associated with the proposed highway improvements (i.e., approximately
10.1 acres; 89 percent of the project total), drain to the Kelsey Creek sub-watershed. The Kelsey
Creek sub-watershed includes Kelsey Creek, Sturtevant Creek, Valley Creek, Goff Creek,
Richards Creek, East Creck and Sunset Creek, all of which drain and discharge to Lake
Washington by way of Mercer Slough (in the vicinity of Mercer Island and the Interstate-90
crossing). A fifth TDA, representing a comparatively small portion of the project area
(approximately 1.2 acres of new PGIS), drains and discharges to Yarrow Creek (tributary to
Lake Washington) north and west of the I-405/SR 520 interchange.

The waters within the action area support anadromous fish and are within the range of Coastal-
Puget Sound bull trout. The project’s receiving waters contain foraging, migration, and
overwintering habitat and lie within close proximity to waters where the species has been
documented (i.e., Lake Washington, the lower Cedar River, and Sammarmish River). The
Service considers the waters within the action area to be most important as foraging habitat for
anadromous subadulf and adult bull trout of the Puyallup River, Chester Morse (upper Cedar
River), and Snohomish-Skykomish cores areas (Puget Sound Interim Management Unit).

The proposed project will result in both temporary and permanent impacts to habitats which may
support bull trout, However, along the project’s receiving waters baseline environmental
conditions are heavily degraded as a result of residential, commercial, and industrial
development. Habitat connectivity is poor (both as a result of physical barriers and as a result of
degraded surface water quality) and during summer low-flow conditions the Service expects that
elevated surface water temperatures (and related low levels of dissolved oxygen) may prevent
bull trout from using the action area.

The proposed project will replace lost or impaired wetland, wetland buffer, instream, and
riparian functions according to approved ratios prior to or concurrent with construction. The
project also proposes to design and consfruct enhanced stormwater runoff treatment and flow
control facilities for approximately 28.7 acres of new and existing PGIS (approximately 253
percent of the net-new PGIS by area). The stormwater design is expected to achieve measurable
reductions in post-project annual stormwater loadings of total suspended solids, total copper, and
total zinc in each TDA. While post-project treated effluent/discharge concentrations of dissolved
copper and dissolved zinc will be reduced in each of the five TDAs, small increases in annual
loadings are expected (Yarrow Creek: +1 percent dissolved zinc, +2 percent dissolved copper;
West Tributary of Kelsey Creek: +9 percent dissolved copper).

No new development is contingent upon the project’s completion and the Service expects no
discernible changes in the rate or pattern of land use conversion will result, in whole or in part,
from construction of the project. Therefore, the Service does not expect the project will have any
related indirect effects to wetlands, native vegetation, or the relative amount of pervious and
impervious surface present within the action area.
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Given the location, timing, and duration of in-water work, exposure of bull trout to construction
activities is extremely unlikely and is therefore discountable. Similarly, given the project’s
location, and with full implementation of the proposed conservation measures and incorporated
permanent design elements (i.e., improved stormwater runoff treatment and flow control;
compensatory mitigation for lost or impaired wetland and riparian functions), the Service expects
that bull trout will not be exposed to the project’s potential direct and indirect effects to
watershed functions, surface water quality, and instream habitat. Exposure of bull trout to
increases in stormwater pollutants is extremely unlikely and is therefore discountable. The
Service expects the project’s potential direct and indirect effects to the bull trout prey base and
the availability of food resources will not, in either the short- or long-term, have a measurable
effect on bull trout and are therefore insignificant,

Conservation Recommendations

The proposed project will result in direct and indirect effects to watershed functions, surface
water quality, and instream habitat. The project’s receiving waters support native resident and
anadromous fish despite already exhibiting a degraded baseline condition. Under the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401 as amended, 16 U.S.C. et. seq.), the Service is
authorized to provide recommendations for the conservation of fish and wildlife associated with
federally permitted actions that divert, conirol, or modify a stream or waterbody, including
wetlands. The Service recommends the following as discretionary agency activities to lessen the
short- and long-term effects of the proposed action:

1) Design and construct stormwater runoff treatment and flow control facilities capable
of more completely retrofitting the existing impervious surface within the project
area. Information included in the submitted BA (Table 1, Page 16) indicates that
stormwater from more than 65 acres of existing PGIS will remain untreated, and will
remain without flow control to moderate peak discharges at project completion,
Under the current proposal, treated effluent/discharge concentrations of dissolved
copper and zinc will not be markedly reduced and, in the Yarrow Creek TDA in
particular, annual loadings of dissolved copper and zinc will actually increase.
Acknowledging the budget and design constraints inherent to any large highway
improvement project, the Service suggests that the WSDOT and FHWA make a
concerted effort to provide additional retrofit in the Yarrow Creek and other Lake
Washington sub-watersheds when designing future improvements to the SR 520
corridor.

2) Replace or retrofit, for improved fish passage, the twin cross culverts conveying the
West Fork of Goff Creck below SR 520 (milepost vicinity 7.9). According to the
current WSDOT / Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife Fish Passage
Barrier Replacement Program inventory, the existing structures (Structure ID No.
990167) are complete barriers to fish passage and impede access to a significant
upstream reach. If the WSDOT and FHWA determine that replacement is not
practicable or cost-effective, the project proponent should determine whether there
are other opportunities in the greater watershed where meaningful and cost-effective
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enhancements to fish passage could be achieved in lieu of correcting these structures
(e.g., structures associated with “Bell-Red Road” or Yarrow Creek in the vicinity of
the I-405/SR 520 interchange). As a last resort, the project proponent should identify
and pursue other instream habitat enhancement opportunities to replace functions and
values impaired by continued operation of the twin cross culverts conveying the West
Fork of Goff Creek below SR 520.

To expedite the environmental review process, if the FHWA concurs with the effect
determinations for listed species, then you may consider this action to be in compliance with
requirements of the Act (50 CFR 402.13), thereby concluding the consultation process. The
project should be reanalyzed if new information reveals effects of the action that may affect
listed species or critical habitat in a manner, or to an extent, not considered in this consultation.
The project should also be reanalyzed if the action is subsequently modified in a manner that
causes an effect to a listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in this consultation,
and/or a new species is listed or critical habitat is designated that may be affected by this project.

If you have any questions about this letter or your responsibilities under the Act, please contact
Ryan McReynolds at (360} 753-6047 or John Grettenberger at (360) 753-6044, of my staff.

Sincerely,

L Ad

Ken ¥/ Berg, Manager
Western Washington Fish and Wildlife Office

ce:
FHWA, Seattle, WA (S. Boch)
NMES, Seattle, WA (8. Callahan)
WSDOT, Olympia, WA (P. Wagner)
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v’ Department of Transportation Northwest Washington Division
Urban Corridors Office
401 Second Avenue South, Suite 560
Seattle, WA 98104
206-464-1221/Fax 206-464-1189
www.wsdot.wa.gov

March 13, 2007

Allyson Brooks, PhD

Washington State Historic Preservation Officer
Department of

Archaeology and Historic Preservation

PO Box 48343

Olympia, WA 98504-8343

MS-48343

Re: I-405, NE 8" Street to SR 520 Braided Crossing Project
Dear Dr. Brooks:

Per provisions of 36CFR800.12(b)(2), the Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT), acting on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), is initiating consuiltation on the proposed |-405, NE 8th Street to SR 520
Braided Crossing Project. This project is identified as an undertaking and will follow
regulations of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Project’s Area
of Potential Effects (APE) is shown in four attached maps. With this letter the WSDOT is
seeking concurrence with the definition of the Project’s APE.

The 1-405, NE 8th Street to SR 520 Braided Crossing Project is part of the overall 1-405
master plan designed to improve safety, reduce congestion, and add capacity along the
I-405 corridor. It will improve safety and mobility by constructing grade-separated ramps
(referred to as braids) on northbound 1-405 to separate the 1-405 traffic exiting to SR 520
from traffic entering 1-405 at NE 8th Street in downtown Bellevue. On SR 520, a new
eastbound collector-distributor lane will also be constructed to separate the on- and off-
ramp traffic between 1-405 and 124th Avenue NE.

This Project extends approximately 1.4 miles north along [-405, from south of NE 8th
Street to the SR 520 interchange, and approximately 1.6 miles east along SR 520, from
the 1-405 interchange to east of 124th Avenue NE. The APE includes the I-405 and SR
520 rights-of-way, applicable local rights-of-way, detention ponds and new conveyances,
and one tax parcel to each side of the highway and associated improvement’s rights-of-
way, some of which will be acquired to construct the braids.

The WSDOT intends to complete a cultural resources assessment for this project. We
look forward to discussing this project with you in the near future, and to subsequent
consultation about assessment results, determinations, and potential project effects.

We are initiating consultation with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, the Snoqualmie Tribe,
the Tulalip Tribes, the Confederate Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, and the
non-federally recognized Duwamish Tribe.



We look forward to your concurrence with the project APE. Should you have questions,
comments or concerns please contact me at 206-464-1236 or juellk@wsdot.wa.gov,
Barbara Bundy at 360-570-2448 or bundyb@wsdot.wa.gov.

Please note the address change below to Suite 400 from Suite 560.

Sincerely,

7 Gt

Kenneth E. Juell

Cultural Resources Specialist
WSDOT Urban Corridors Office
401 2™ Avenue South, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98104

cc: Pat Svoboda, WSDOT, I-405
Allison Ray, WSDOT, |-405
Sandie Turner, WSDOT HQ
Barbara Bundy, WSDOT HQ
Sasha Visconty, WSDOT, UCO
Sharon Love, FHWA
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORIC PRESERVATION

1063 S. Capito! Way, Suite 106 + Olympia, Washington 98501
Mailing address: PO Box 48343 » Olympia, Washington 98504-8343
(360) 586-3065 ¢ Fax Number (360) 586-3067 » Website: www.dahp.wa.gov

March 29, 2007

Mr. Ken Juell

Cultural Resource Specialist

Washington State Department Of Transportation
Northwest Washington Division

Urban Corridors Office

401 Second Avenue South, Suite 560

Seattle, Washington 98104-3850

In future correspondence please refer to:

Log: 032907-07-FHWA

Property: 1-405, NE 8th St. to SR 520 Braided Crossing
Re: Archaeology - APE Concur

Dear Mr. Juell:

We have reviewed the materials forwarded to our office for the I-405, NE 8th St. to SR 520 Braided
Crossing project. Thank you for your description of the area of potential effect (APE) for the project. We
concur with the definition of the APE. We look forward to the results of your cultural resources survey
efforts, your consultation with the concerned tribes, and receiving the survey report. We would appreciate
receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or other parties that you receive as you
consult under the requirements of 36CFR800.4(a)(4) and the survey report when it is available.

These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf of the
State Historic Preservation Officer in conformance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act and its implementing regulations 36CFR800. Should additional information become avaiiable, our
assessment may be revised. Please note that DAHP has developed a set of cultural resource reporting
guidelines. You can obtain a copy of these guidelines from our Web site. Thank you for the opportunity to
review and comment. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Masth SR

Matthew Sterner, M.A., RPA
Transportation Archaeologist
(360) 586-3082
matthew.sterner@dahp.wa.gov

el Bk

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORIC PRESERVATION

' 1 Protect the Post, Shape the Future
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Urban Corridors Office
401 Second Avenue South, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98104
206-716-1143/Fax 206-716-1101
www.wsdot.wa.gov

March 7, 2008

Allyson Brooks, PhD

Washington State Preservation Officer

Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
PO Box 48343

Olympia, WA 98504-8343

Re: 1-405, NE 8" Street to SR 520 Improvement Project (formerly Braided Crossing)
Log No: 032907-07-FHWA
Dear Dr. Brooks:

Per provisions of 36CFR800, we are continuing consultation for the 1-405, NE 8" Street to
SR 520 Improvement Project, originally referred to your office as the 1-405 NE 8" Street
to SR 520 Braided Crossing Project. Enclosed please find a copy of the 1-405, NE 8"
Street to SR 520 Improvement Project Cultural Resources Technical Memorandum
prepared by Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Cultural
Resources Program staff and Landau Associates, Inc. The technical memorandum
presents and summarizes the cultural resources assessment for the project, including both
archaeological subsurface investigations and an inventory of built historic-era buildings in
the Area of Potential Effects (APE). Based on findings presented in the technical
memorandum, and the results of tribal and interested party consultation, WSDOT, acting
on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that the project
will have No Effect on Historic Properties. With this letter we request your concurrence
with our determinations of eligibility for cultural resources in the APE and project effects.

Pre-fieldwork reconnaissance by WSDOT, DAHP and Landau Associates archaeologists,
and historic map and records reviews, indicated that the entire 1-405 and SR 520 rights-of-
way within the APE were previously disturbed by roadway construction. The rights-of-
way traverse urban areas, and accordingly are quite narrow. No archaeological work was
determined necessary in the rights-of-way.

Two locations directly adjacent to the rights-of-way but within the APE did retain
potential for subsurface archaeological resources, and were investigated during the
fieldwork phase. Shovel probes placed in both areas indicated extensive previous ground
disturbance. In the residential area scheduled to be acquired by WSDOT for new highway
lanes, the entire Holocene soil sequence that would contain cultural materials, if present,
was stripped off to more competent glacial till prior to house construction. The second
location investigated for archaeological resources was a proposed staging area, which also
exhibited widespread ground disturbance in shovel probe profiles. Disturbance was



indicated by either lack of soil development (i.e., weak or no horizonation) or lack of a
soil altogether. Where relatively intact Holocene soil was exposed, no archaeological
materials were recovered. A stream enhancement mitigation area was added to the south
end the project after fieldwork, and was examined on foot by WSDOT archaeologist Ken
Juell. This portion of Sturtevant Creek was found to re-channalized — relocated from its
original position and straightened - with adjacent bank and terrace areas highly sculpted
(recontoured) by mechanized equipment to prevent overbank discharge from flooding
adjacent commercial and light industrial tax parcels to the east. The area was deemed to
have no potential for archaeological resources that would retain physical integrity.

Twenty-six (26) buildings constructed in or before 1959, considered historic (>50 years
old) at the time of project construction, were identified within the APE and inventoried.
Historic Property Inventory Forms are provided in Appendix B, and will be provided to
your office as an electronic file on CD under separate cover. The resources are in
residential and mixed business-residential settings, most being single-family dwellings
constructed in the 1950s. None possessed historically significant characteristics that would
qualify them as eligible to the National Register of Historic Places, all resources are
determined Not Eligible (see table below).

As part of our government-to-government consultation, we have provided the cultural
resources technical memorandum to the identified concerned tribes to illicit their review
and comments. They include the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, the Snoqualmie Tribe, the
Tulalip Tribes, and the Yakama Nation. The non-federally recognized Duwamish Tribe
also is being consulted for comments as an identified interested party. Copies of
transmittal letters have been sent by the project office to your office under separate cover.
We will provide you with copies of any reply or commentary we receive from the
consulting parties.

On behalf of FHWA, we look forward to your concurrence with our determinations of
eligibility and project effects. Should you have questions, comments or concerns, please
contact me at 206-464-1236 or juellk@wsdot.wa.gov or 1-405 Corridor Environmental
Manager Bill Jordan at 425-456-8647 or William.jordan@i405.wsdot.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

o

Kenneth E. Juell
Cultural Resources Specialist

Enclosures

Cc: Pat Svoboda, WSDOT
Bill Jordan, WSDOT
Allison Hanson, WSDOT
Craig Holstine, WSDOT
Steve Boch, FHWA



Eligibility Determinations of Built Historic-era Buildings in the Project APE

Number Address Da@e Common Name Historic Name NRHP .
Built Determination
1815 114th Ave. Invisible Caregiver B.A. Van Etten -
BRH-001 NE, Bellevue 1355 Innovations, LLC Property Not Eligible
BRH-002 | 816 114th Ave. 1955 | Filbert Residence BA.VanEtten |\t Ejigible
NE, Bellevue Property
BRH-003 1825 114th Ave. 1955 Lakeville Homes B.A. Van Etten Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue Property
1826 114th Ave. McArdel Properties, B.A. Van Etten -
BRH-004 NE, Bellevue 1956 LLC Property Not Eligible
BRH-005 1833 114th Ave. 1956 Body Evolution/Spa B.A. Van Etten Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue Beyond Property
1836 114th Ave. . . B.A. Van Etten .
BRH-006 NE, Bellevue 1955 Shalinder Residence Property Not Eligible
BRH-007 1841 114th Ave. 1956 Sundance Preschool B.A. Van Etten Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue, Property
1844 114th Ave. Abossein Engineering, | B.A. Van Etten -
BRH-008 NE, Bellevue 1956 LLC Property Not Eligible
BRH-009 1849 114th Ave. 1955 Washlngton Women B.A. Van Etten Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue in Need Property
11409 NE 19th Sundance Infant and B.A. Van Etten .
BRH-010 St., Bellevue 1955 Toddler Center Property Not Eligible
BRH-012 | 11406 NE 19th 1955 | Field House LLC JM. McGovern |\ Eiigible
St., Bellevue Property
BRH-013 11421 NE 20th 1958 Fairyland Childcare J.M. McGovern Not Eligible
St., Bellevue Center Property
BRH-014 11410 NE 19th 1958 Jacobson Residence J-M. McGovern Not Eligible
St., Bellevue Property
BRH-015 | 114200 NE 20th 1958 | Halpin Residence J-M. McGovern |\ Eligible
St., Bellevue Property
BRH-016 11411 NE 19th 1956 Eas_tS|de Behavioral J.M. McGovern Not Eligible
St., Bellevue Institute Property
11422 NE 21st Allstate Insurance Arnold Bakkten -
BRH-017 St., Bellevue 1956 Office Property Not Eligible
BRH-018 | 11034 NE 26th 1953 | Knotts Residence J. Marvin Not Eligible
Pl., Bellevue Brown Property
BRH-019 2602 110th Ave. 1953 Fessler Residence Robert L. Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue Brown Property
. Theodore
BRH-020 | 2610 110th Ave. 1953 | T'saoand Dupuis Cowles Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue Residence
Property
BRH-021 2636 110th Ave. 1953 Brandon Residence L.P. Bates Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue Property
Arthur M.
BRH-022 2640 110th Ave. 1953 Russell Residence Russell Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue
Property
2650 110th Ave. . ) W.J. Fritz .
BRH-023 NE, Bellevue 1953 Kitch Residence Property Not Eligible




Number Address DaFe Common Name Historic Name NRHP .
Built Determination
2650 116th Ave. . Northrup -
BRH-024 NE, Bellevue 1930 Little School School House Not Eligible
BRH-025 2426 116th Ave. 1959 ICOM America Hook Property Not Eligible
NE, Bellevue
Stanley S.
BRH-028 | 12628 Northrup 1959 | HiLan Apartments Shelton Not Eligible
Way, Bellevue
Property
BRH-029 | L1417 NE 21st 1959 | Dogwood Park, LLc | Willbur Ward Not Eligible
St., Bellevue Property










405/ Corridor Program

Congestion Relief & Bus Rapid Transit Projects

March 26, 2007

Honorable Cecile Hansen, Chair
Duwamish Tribe

4717 West Marginal Way SW
Seattle, WA 98106

Re: 1-405, NE 8t Street to SR 520 Braided Crossing Project
Dear Chairperson Hansen,

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to document the
environmental effects and possible mitigation measures for the 1-405, NE 8 Street to SR 520
Braided Crossing Project within the existing Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor. This project is
located within the city of Bellevue, WA.

The 1-405, NE 8th Street to SR 520 Braided Crossing Project is part of the overall 1-405
master plan designed to improve safety, reduce congestion, and add capacity along the

[-405 corridor. It will improve safety and mobility by constructing grade-separated ramps
(referred to as braids) on northbound 1-405 to separate the [-405 traffic exiting to SR 520
from traffic entering I-405 at NE 8th Street in downtown Believue, On SR 520, a new
eastbound collector-distributor lane will also be constructed to separate the on- and off-ramp
traffic between 1-405 and 124th Avenue NE.

This Project extends approximately 1.4 miles north along [-405, from south of NE 8th

Street to the SR 520 interchange, and approximately 1.6 miles cast along SR 520, from

the [-405 interchange to east of 124th Avenue NE. The Area of Potential Effect (APE) includes
WSDOT right-of-way, applicable local and private right of way, and will extend up to one tax
parcel on each side of the improved highway right of way.

The project APE is shown as the red line on the enclosed aerial photo-based maps. It includes
arcas where archacological resources may be encountered and areas where historic structures may
be directly or indirectly affected. Historic structures may be affected in the area adjacent to [-4035
right-of-way, and the infersections where improvements are scheduled. Potential effects 1o
archacological sites may occur where ground disturbance will tzke place. Project activities and
structures that will produce ground disturbance include grading, pilings for new bridge structures,
trenching for the braided structure, retaining walls, potential noise wall, detention ponds,
conveyances, and ecology embankments. The project will require WSDOT to purchase properties
adjacent to the existing right of way.

Please respond to this letter with a letter or e-mail acknowledging vour desire to participate in this
undertaking as an interested party and identifying key tribal contacts for both cultural resourees
and natural resources. We reguest your response and comments by April 27, 2667, Shouid you
have any questions about this project, you may contact me at 425.456.8610 or
hansonafwsdot.wa.gov,

If you have any questions about the Section 106 process, you may contact Ken Juell, WSDOT-
Urban Corridor's Office Cultural Resource Specialist at 206-464-1236 or JueliK@wsdot.wa. gov.



Sincerely,

AN Han e

Allison Hanson
1-465 Environmental Manager

Enclosures

cC: John Rasmussen, w/ enclosures
Steve Boch, FHW A, w/o enclosures
Ken Juell, WSDOT UCQO, w/o enclosures
Barbara Bundy, WSDOT UCO, w/o enclosures
Sandie Turner, WSDOT HQ, w/o enclosures
Colleen Jollie, WSDOT HQ, w/o enclosure
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Aarch 26, 2006 -

Honorable John Daniels Jr., Chair
Muckleshoot Tribe
39015 1724 Ave SE
Auburn, WA 98092

Re: [-405, SR 520 to I-5 Improvement Project
Dear Chairperson Daniels,

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to document the
environmental effects and possible mitigation measures for the [-405, NE 8" Street to SR 520
Braided Crossing Project within the existing Interstate 405 (1-405) corridor. This project is
located within the city of Bellevue, WA,

The 1403, NE §th Street to SR 520 Braided Crossing Project is part of the overall [-405
master plan designed to improve safety, reduce congestion, and add capacity along the
1-405 corridor, It will improve safety and mobility by constructing grade-separated ramps
(referred to as braids) on northbound [-405 to separate the 1-405 traffic exiting to SR 520
from traffic entering I-405 at NE 8th Street in downtown Bellevue. On SR 520, a new
eastbound collector-distributor lane will also be constructed to separate the on- and offeramp
traffic between 1-405 and 124th Avenue NE.

This Project extends approxumately 1.4 miles north along 1-403, from south of NE 8th

Street to the SR 520 interchange, and approximately 1.6 miles east along SR 520, from

the 1-405 interchange to east of 124th Avenue NE. The Area of Potential Effect (APE) includes
WSDOT right-of-way, applicable local and private right of way, and will extend up to one tax
parcel on each side of the improved highway right of way.

The project APE is shown as the red line on the enclosed acrial photo-based maps. It includes
areas where archaeological resources may be encountered and areas where historic structures may
be directly or indirectly affected. Historic structures may be affected in the area adjacent to 1-405
right-of-way, and the intersections where improvements are scheduled. Potential effects 1o
archaecological sites may occur where ground disturbance will take place. Project activities and
structures that will produce ground disturbance include grading, pilings for new bridge structures,
trenching for the braided structure, retaining walls, potential noise wall, detention ponds,
conveyances, and ccology embankments. The project will require WSDO'T to purchase properties
adjacent to the existing right of way.

Please respond to this letter with a letter or e-mail acknowledging vour interest in participating in
this undertaking as a consulting party and 1dentifying key tribal contacts for both cultura
resources and patural resources. We request your response and comments by April 27, 2007
Should you have any questions about this project, you may contact me at 425 .456.8610 or
hansonafiwsdot. wa.gov,

H vou have any questions about the Section 106 process, you may contact Ken Juell, WSDOT-
Urban Corridor's Office Cultural Resource Specialist at 206-464-1236 or JuellK@wsdot.wa.gov.



Sincerely,

W Tngn/

Allison Hanson
[-405 Environmental Manager

Enclosures

ce: Laura Murphy, Muckleshoot Tribe, w/ enclosures
Karen Walter, Muckleshoot Tribe, w/enclosures
Steve Boch, FHWA, w/o enclosures
Ken Juell, WSDOT UCO, w/o enclosures
Barbara Bundy, WSDOT UCQO, w/o enclosures
Sandie Turmer, WSDOT HQ, w/o enclosures
Colleen Jollie, WSDOT HQ, w/o enclosure
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