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Bel-Red/Northup 
cess to freeways, this subarea just 

 as a 

Dogwood Park, an older residential neighborhood in the Bel‐

ng 

from 

Because of its easy ac
southeast of the SR 520/I‐405 interchange has developed
strong commercial center and is a hub for retail, wholesale, 
and light industrial businesses. 

Red/Northup subarea, was built in the late 1950s.  This 
collection of homes is located north of NE 12th Street alo
116th Avenue NE, adjacent to I‐405.  Because of a shift in 
zoning that allowed business use in this neighborhood, a 
number of formerly residential properties have become 
businesses.  This neighborhood is currently in transition 

Exhibit 4-2:  Subareas and Neighborhoods in the Study Area 
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a primarily residential neighborhood to a primarily 
commercial one. 

According to the City of Bellevue Comprehensive Plan, noise 
 

 more 

nity Center are 

 home to farms and a logging mill.  
 
 

E to the 

ial areas 

er of 

pital Medical Center, 

 affluent, mostly residential subarea near 

 

 

Downtown Bellevue is the hub of activity for the city of 
Bellevue, with home and office space and retail and cultural 
attractions.   

                                                     

and pollution from traffic on I‐405, SR 520, and nearby surface
streets have become increasingly intrusive on the lives of 
nearby residents.  Additionally, neighborhood access is 
severely restricted during certain hours and is becoming
dangerous as a result of increased traffic. 8 

Highland Park and Highland Park Commu
nearby recreational facilities. 

Wilburton/NE 8th 
This subarea was once
Today, this centrally located community with easy access to
I‐405 and downtown Bellevue is considered a desirable place
to live.  Its boundaries are generally I‐405 to the west, 
Bellevue‐Redmond Road to the north, 148th Avenue N
east, and the Lake Hills Connector to the south. 

The Wilburton subarea is comprised of commerc
along I‐405, 116th Avenue NE, and NE 8th Street.  Large 
sections of single‐family residences make up the remaind
the neighborhood.  Multi‐family development is confined 
mostly to the NE 8th Street corridor. 

This subarea is home to Overlake Hos
several car dealerships, and a variety of retail stores. 

North Bellevue 
North Bellevue is an
Lake Washington.  The study area includes a small section of 
North Bellevue primarily comprised of offices.  It also includes
Bellewood Farms, a residential neighborhood with very large 
single‐family homes.  Bellewood Farms is an organized 
community with an active neighborhood association.   

Recreational facilities in North Bellevue include Bovee Park,

A Typical Home in the Bellewood 
Farms Neighborhood 

McCormick Park, and Hidden Valley Sports Park. 

Downtown Bellevue 

 
8 City of Bellevue,  2006 
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As of 2004, there were 35,000 workers and over 4,000 residents 
 

e city’s future employment and residential 

t of 
 

Countywide Planning Policies identify downtown 

wn 
 equestrian 

 of this subarea that falls within the study 
 

ea?  

cators 
of community cohesion.10  These include: 

ss to community facilities 

neighborhoods in the study 
 community cohesion. 

tained parks, community centers, and 
ds.  There is 

relatively little crime.  There are quiet streets, sidewalks, and 

                                                     

housed in downtown Bellevue.  The 2020 forecast is for an
additional 28,000 jobs and 10,000 residents, or roughly three‐
quarters of th
growth.9 

Planned growth in downtown Bellevue is an important par
the Central Puget Sound’s growth management strategy.  The
Puget Sound Regional Council’s Vision 2020 and King 
County’s 
Bellevue as an urban center.  This means that downtown 
Bellevue is a place where growth should be focused if the 
region is to further its growth management goals, such as 
reducing sprawl and retaining open spaces. 

Bridle Trails 
The study area also includes a small portion of this large 
subarea.  Although most of the Bridle Trails subarea is kno
for wooded spaces, large residential lots, and

Cherry Crest Park Playground in 
the Bridle Trails Neighborhood 

activities, the portion
area is comprised mainly of office parks.  Cherry Crest Park
and Viewpoint Park are nearby recreational facilities. 

What social elements exist in the study ar
Community Cohesion 
The WSDOT Environmental Procedures Manual lists indi

• Neighborhood demographics 

• Linkages with and acce

• Parks and recreation activities 

• Public safety 

• Pedestrian, transit, and bicycle facilities. 

Based on these criteria, residential 
area appear to have a high level of
Several well‐main
recreational facilities serve these neighborhoo

 
9 City of Bellevue,  2006 

10 WSDOT, 2006c 
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bicycle paths that allow residents to access neighborhood 
amenities without having to use their cars.  The City of 
Bellevue also provides services to neighborhoods, includ
staff to support neighborhood organizations and activities,
grants for neighborhood improvement projects, and a 
quarterly neighborhood newsletter. 

In addition, the City of Bellevue has a long‐term 
comprehensive plan that guides development and planning to
support the unique characteristics of each subarea.  This 
document was created and updated with input from re
and businesses. 

ing 
 

 

sidents 

 

Recreational Facilities 
Parks, community centers, and bicycle and pedestrian trails 
contribute to the quality of life in a community.  They provide 
active and passive recreation and opportunities to connect 
with neighbors. 

Exhibits 4‐3 and 4‐4 identify parks, community centers, and 
trails in the study area.  For a more detailed description of 
these social resources, refer to the I‐405, NE 8th Street to SR 
520 Improvement Project Section 4(f) Evaluation Report.   

Section of the 140th Avenue NE 
Trail 

In addition, King County has proposed to construct a trail 
parallel to or within the Burlington‐Northern Santa Fe (BNSF)
railroad line that runs north‐south through the study area.  
Exhibit 4‐4 provides details on this proposed facility. 
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Exhibit 4-3: Location of Recreational Facilities in the Study Area 

AÉ

%&e(

%&e(

AÉ

’4

K I R K L A N D

B
N

S
F

L a ke  H i l l s  C o n n e c t o r  R d

Ma i n  S t

N E  4 t h  S t

N E  8 t h  S t

N E  12 t h  S t Be l - R e d  R d

N E  24 t h  S t

N
o r t hu p  W

ay

N E  20 t h  S t

B
el

le
vu

e 
W

ay
 N

E

11
2

th
 A

v
e

 N
E

1
4

0
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
3

4
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
4

8
th

 A
ve

 N
E

R E D M O N D

SE  8 t h  S t

1
5

6
th

 A
ve

 N
E

Lake
Bellevue

’4 Park Facility

Trail

Proposed Trail

Park

Golf Course

Local

Arterial

Freeway

Stream

Water Body

Braids_ProjVicRecreation.mxd
Updated: 8-23-07

{
0 0.2 0.4

miles

Glendale
Country

Club

Cherry Crest
Park

Bovee
Park

McCormick
Park

140th Avenue NE Trail
134th Avenue NE Trail

116th Avenue NE Trail

SR 520 Trail *

Hidden Valley
Sports Park

Highland
Park

Highland Park
Community Center

NE 24th Street Trail Viewpoint
Park

Wilburton Hill
Park

Kelsey Creek
Park

Lake to Lake TrailPlanned
Lake to Lake Trail

and Greenway

Proposed BNSF Trail

Ashwood
Playfield

* SR 520 Trail  is a transportation feature
that can be used for recreation.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Conditions| Page 4-7 
December 2007 



I -405, NE 8TH STREET  TO  SR 520 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
SOCIA L,  PUBL I C SERVI CES ,  UT I L I T I ES ,  A ND ENVI RONMENTA L JUST I CE  DISCIPL I NE  REPORT 

 

Exhibit 4-4:  Description of Recreational Facilities in the Study Area 

Park, Community Center, 
or Trail Sub-Area Description of Facility 

Ashwood Playfield Downtown Bellevue 
Four-acre site with a multi-use playfield and pedestrian 
walkway that connects to McCormick Park. 

Bovee Park North Bellevue 
Four-acre site with 0.3 miles of trails, two tennis courts, and 
picnic and play areas. 

Cherry Crest Park Bridle Trails 
Two-acre mini-park with a play area, six picnic tables, and 
tennis and basketball courts. 

Hidden Valley Sports Park North Bellevue 
Twelve-acre site has sports amenities, a 100-person capacity 
picnic area, and space for volleyball and other lawn games. 
This park also offers 0.5 miles of trails 

Highland Park Bel-Red/Northup 
Offers a lighted baseball field, a skateboard park, tennis 
courts, a play area, and picnic tables 

Highland Park Community 
Center 

Bel-Red/Northup 
Adjacent to Highland Park; offers recreation and community 
services, supports the City of Bellevue’s recreation programs, 
and provides special services for people with disabilities. 

Kelsey Creek Park Wilburton/NE 8th 
Features a playground and covered picnic shelter, plus one of 
Bellevue’s oldest structures: the Frazier cabin, built in 1888. 

McCormick Park North Bellevue 
2.7-acre linear park with 0.5 miles of trails, a sitting area, a 
picnic bench, and flower gardens. 

Viewpoint Park Bridle Trails 
13.6-acre wooded site with 0.5 miles of loop trails.  The park 
provides a natural buffer between the neighborhoods and 
businesses in the area.   

Wilburton Hill Park Wilburton/NE 8th 
Large park featuring picnic area, play area, and baseball and 
soccer fields. 

BNSF Eastside Rail Line 
(Proposed) 

Wilburton/NE 8th 
Potential pedestrian/bicycle trail within or parallel to the 
railroad right-of-way.  Currently, timing of King County’s plans 
to acquire ownership remains uncertain. 

Lake to Lake Trail and 
Greenway 

Throughout Bellevue 
Trail from Lake Washington to Lake Sammamish with a 
walking path through Mercer Slough Nature Park, Wilburton 
Hill Park, Kelsey Creek Park, and the Lake Hills Greenbelt. 

SR 520 Trail 
Bridle Trails, North 
Bellevue 

Paved bicycle trail that extends 4.8 miles along the north and 
west sides of SR 520 between 124th Avenue NE in Bellevue 
and the Sammamish River Trail in Redmond.   

NE 24th Street Trail Bridle Trails 
Trail along the NE 24th Street corridor between Northup Way 
and 130th Avenue NE.  

116th Avenue NE Trail Bridle Trails 
Runs north-south for approximately 0.8 miles along 116th 
Avenue NE, east of I-405. 

134th Avenue NE Trail Bridle Trails 
Runs north-south for approximately two miles through the 
Bridle Trails subarea.  

140th Avenue NE Trail 
Bridle Trails, Bel-Red 
Northup 

Runs north-south for approximately 2.8 miles through eastern 
Bellevue. 
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Religious Institutions Exhibit 4-5:  Location of Human Service 
Agencies in the Study Area 
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There are 16 religious institutions in the study area: 

• All Saints Episcopal Community Church 

• Bellevue First Romanian Church 

• Bellevue Second Church of Christ 

• Bellewood Presbyterian Church 

• Blessed Sacrament Church 

• Bread of Life Christian Church 

• Campus Way Covenant Church 

• Eastside Korean Presbyterian Church 

• Faith Covenant Church 

• First Congregational United Church of Christ 

• First United Methodist Church 

• Hosanna Asamblea de Dios 

• Neighborhood Church 

• Seventh Day Adventist Church 

• Summit View Community Church 

• Westminster Chapel 

• Woodbridge Bible Church 

Later in this section, we highlight four churches that serve 
populations protected under environmental justice guidance. 

Human Service Agencies 
Only three human service agencies operate within the study 
area.  Exhibit 4‐5 maps these agencies and Exhibit 4‐6 provides 
details about each agency. 

Exhibit 4-6:  Description of Human Service Agencies in the Study Area 

Agency Services Provided 

Puget Sound Blood Center 
Eastside branch takes blood and tissue donations 
and facilitates bone marrow registration. 

Washington Women in 
Need 

Provides financial assistance to low-income women 
in Washington for health care and education. 

YMCA 
Offers family programs, camps, child care, 
swimming, and health and wellness activities. 
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What public services exist in the study area? Exhibit 4-7:  Government Facilities, 
Libraries, and Cultural Attractions in the 
Study Area 
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Government Offices  
Exhibit 4‐7 maps government offices in the study area. 

Bellevue City Hall houses most City employees and provides a 
range of services to the public.  It is also where the Bellevue 
City Council and various commissions meet on a weekly or bi‐
weekly basis. 

The City of Bellevue Service Center houses the City’s utility 
functions, including snow plows and tree disposal crews. 

The Washington State Employment Services office in Bellevue 
provides information to businesses on paying unemployment 
taxes.  This office does not provide customer service to 
individuals who are collecting unemployment insurance. 

The Washington State Department of Labor and Industries 
(L&I) branch office inspects workplaces when alerted to 
hazards.  L&I also enforces child labor laws and administers 
the state’s worker’s compensation system, providing medical 
and limited wage‐replacement coverage to workers who suffer 
job‐related injuries and illness.  The Bellevue office is one of 20 
offices throughout Washington that provide customer service 
to Washington workers and businesses. 

Libraries and Cultural Attractions 
Exhibit 4‐7 maps the Bellevue Regional Library and 
Meydenbauer Center. 

The Bellevue Regional Library is a branch of the King County 
Library system.  It also houses a collection of artwork by 
northwest artists. 

The Meydenbauer Center provides space for conventions and 
events, plus a 410‐seat theater for community‐based 
performing arts. 

Overlake Hospital Medical 
Center South Tower, under 
Construction 

Hospitals and Medical/Dental Facilities 
Exhibit 4‐8 maps medical centers in the study area. 

Overlake Hospital Medical Center, whose main campus is 
adjacent to the I‐405, NE 8th Street to SR 520 Improvement 
Project, is a 337‐bed, not‐for‐profit regional medical center.  It 
provides inpatient and outpatient hospital care, surgical 
services, and emergency and Level III trauma services. 
Overlake Hospital Medical Center is moving forward with 
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Exhibit 4-8:  Medical and Public Safety 
Facilities in the Study Area 
Exhibit 4-8:  Medical and Public Safety 
Facilities in the Study Area 
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several expansion projects, including the $125‐million South 
Tower, which will be a new five‐story addition to the south 
side of the main hospital.  The facility will include a 48‐station 
emergency trauma center, operating rooms, a Critical Care 
Unit, and an underground parking area.  The South Tower is 
scheduled to open in early 2008. 
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In addition, the City of Bellevue’s planned extension of NE 
10th Street through the Overlake Hospital Medical Center  
campus will include entrances on NE 10th Street to Overlake 
Hospital Medical Center and the Group Health Specialty 
Center. 
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Lake
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Group Health
Speciality CenterPlans are also underway to build a new medical office 

building at the northwest section of the campus. 

Adjacent to Overlake Hospital Medical Center along 116th 
Avenue NE are several complexes that house private 
physicians, radiologists, and dental providers. 

Public Safety 
Exhibit 4‐8 maps public safety facilities in the study area. 

The Bellevue Fire Department operates a 24/7 medic unit out 
of the Overlake Hospital Medical Center campus.  The 
Bellevue Fire Department is currently looking for a new 
location for this unit. 

In addition, Fire Station #6, which serves the study area, is 
located on the eastern outskirts of the study area. 

The Bellevue Public Safety Training Center offers classes to the 
public, including CPR and self‐defense for women.  It also 
serves as a facility for homeland security and first responder 
trainings. 

Transportation Routes and Facilities 
Exhibit 4‐9 maps transportation routes and facilities in the 
study area.  Refer to the Exhibit 4‐2 earlier in this section for 
pedestrian and bicycle trails in the study area. 

The SR 520 Trail is designated a transportation facility.  As 
described earlier, it is a commuter and recreational trail that 
runs parallel to the SR 520 corridor between Bellevue and 
Redmond. 
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Transit routes in the study area include King County Metro 
routes 233, 234, and 249. Route 233 travels to/from Duvall, 
downtown Redmond, Overlake (Microsoft), and the Bellevue 
Transit Center.  Route 234 travels to/from the Kenmore/Bothell 
area, Juanita, Kirkland, and the Bellevue Transit Center.  Route 
249 travels to and from downtown Redmond, Overlake, and 
the Bellevue Transit Center.  King County Metro Transit 
routes 167, 232, 233, and 272 and Sound Transit routes 555, 
556, and 565 use the I‐405/SR 520 interchange. 
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Exhibit 4-9:  Transportation Routes and Facilities in the Study Area 
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From the Bellevue Transit Center, Metro Routes 261 and 280 
and Sound Transit Route 550 travel into downtown Seattle.  
Metro Route 271 travels to the Seattle University District. 

King County Metro Transit East Base, a maintenance base for 
Metro vehicles, is located just southeast of the SR 520/I‐405 
interchange.  %&e(
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Exhibit 4‐10 maps schools in the study area. 
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Cherry Crest Elementary and International School (Bellevue 
Public Schools), Bellevue Montessori School, and The Little 
School are all located within the study area boundaries.  In 
addition, there are several private child care facilities and pre‐
schools within the study area boundaries. 

Bellevue Community College’s North Campus is also located 
within the study area.  It offers continuing education and 
professional training to the region’s workers. 

Bellewood Elementary, Clyde Hill Elementary, Stevenson 
Elementary, Woodridge Elementary, Odle Middle School, 
Chinook Middle School, Bellevue High, and Sammamish High 
all serve children who reside in the study area. 

What utilities exist in the study area? 
Two tables in Appendix C list utilities located within or that 
cross over the proposed WSDOT right‐of way.  A map in 
Section 5: Project Effects shows utilities that have probable 
conflict with the project and will likely need to be relocated. 

 

Electric and Natural Gas Service 
Puget Sound Energy (PSE) provides electric power to 
customers in the study area.  Transmission lines carry power 
from distant electrical‐generating facilities to a variety of local 
substations.  PSE also operates lower‐power underground 
electrical cables in the study area. 

PSE also provides natural gas service within the study area.  
Large high‐pressure mains distribute gas to smaller 
distribution pipes. 

Telephone Service 
QWEST provides telephone service to much of the greater 
Bellevue area, although Verizon also has telephone lines 
within the study area.  Telephone facilities within the project 
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area include switching stations, trunk lines, and distribution 
lines.  These lines may be buried or overhead and they may be 
made of copper or fiber optic. 

In addition, several companies operate underground fiber‐
optic telecommunication cables that cross I‐405 at the NE 8th 
and NE 12th Street Bridges and Northup Way.  Several cables 
cross SR 520 at most of the cross streets. 

Cable Service 
Comcast provides cable television and cable internet access to 
the Greater Bellevue area.  Comcast has three cables crossing 
the project. 

Sewer Facility in Bellevue 

Water and Sewer Service 
The City of Bellevue provides water service to customers 
within the city limits.  Bellevue purchases its drinking water 
from the Cascade Water Alliance, an association of water 
districts and cities that serves as a regional water supply 
agency and wholesale water provider.  Cascade purchases 
water from Seattle and provides it to Bellevue and other 
members.  The water comes from the protected watersheds of 
the Cedar and South Fork Tolt Rivers.  Water mains cross I‐405 
at the NE 8th and NE 12th Street Bridges, and along Northup 
Way.  They also cross SR 520 within the study area. 

Water mains serving unincorporated King County residents 
cross SR 520 within the study area.  

The King County Department of Natural Resources 
Wastewater Treatment Division provides sewage treatment 
services to residents in the study area.  Sewage from the 
Eastside flows to the Metro South Treatment Plant in Renton.  
The Bellevue Utilities Department owns, operates, and 
maintains pipelines that carry wastewater from Bellevue to 
King County sewer pipes.  City of Bellevue and King County 
sewer lines cross I‐405 and SR 520 within the study area. 

The Bellevue Utilities Department manages stormwater 
systems within the study area.  Several storm drainage pipes 
and natural streams cross under I‐405.  For more detailed 
information about stormwater and drainage, please refer to 
the I‐405, NE 8th Street to SR 520 Improvement Project Water 
Resources Discipline Report. 
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Are there populations in the study area that 
are protected under environmental justice? 
President Clinton’s 1994 Executive Order, which directs each 
federal agency to make environmental justice part of its 
mission, defines populations protected under environmental 
justice guidance as minorities and low‐income people. 

According to our analysis of 2000 Census data, 25 percent of 
residents in the study area identified themselves as belonging 
to a race other than white.  Exhibit 4‐11 shows the breakdown 
of racial characteristics in the study area.  Exhibit 4‐12 maps 
the racial characteristics of each block group in the study area. 

 

Exhibit 4-11:  Racial Characteristics of Study Area Residents  

Other
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American

2%

White
74%

Asian
16%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census data. 
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Exhibit 4-12:  Racial Characteristics for Each Block Group in the Study Area 
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The 2000 U.S. Census asked in a separate question if the 
respondent identifies him/herself as Hispanic or Latino.  This 
question is separate from the question about race because an 
individual can identify him/herself as white and Hispanic or 
non‐white and Hispanic.  Six percent of respondents in the 
study area identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino.  
Exhibit 4‐13 shows the percentage of respondents identifying 
themselves as Hispanic or Latino in each block group. 

In addition, 7 percent of residents in the study area are living 
in households with incomes below the federal poverty line.  
Exhibit 4‐13 shows the percentage of households living below 
the federal poverty line in each block group in the study area. 
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Bellevue School District demographic data (Exhibit 4‐1) shows 
higher percentages of minority and low‐income populations 
than census data, suggesting that these populations may have 
increased in Bellevue since the 2000 census.  As there are some 
minority and low‐income residents in the study area, we 
evaluate project effects on them in Sections 5 and 6. 

Although not protected under environmental justice guidance, 
we identified other traditionally underrepresented groups and 
made a special effort to reach them with our public 
involvement.  We report the percentages of elderly, low‐
English proficient, and disabled populations in each block 
group in Exhibit 4‐13. 

Exhibit 4-13:  Hispanic, Below Poverty Level,  Elderly, Low-English Proficient, and Disabled Populations in Each Block 
Group in the Study Area 
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Are there services, social resources, or 
businesses that are particularly important to 
minority and low-income populations? 
There are several services, social resources, and businesses in 
the study area that are particularly important to populations 
protected under environmental justice guidance. 

Human Service Agencies 
Washington Women in Need (WWIN) is located within the 
study area and serves minority and low‐income clients. 
WWIN’s offices are located in a building that WSDOT will 
need to acquire to construct the project.  We will examine the 
effects on WWIN and their clients in Section 5: Project Effects. 

Several human service agencies serve populations protected 
under environmental justice guidance in the study area, even 
though their facilities are not physically located within the 
study area.  These include, 

• Bellevue Community College 

• Boys and Girls Club 

• Chinese Information and Service Center 

• Crossroads Community Center 

• Eastgate Public Health Center 

• Family Resource Center 

• Hopelink 

• Jewish Family Services Multi‐Ethnic Center 

• Ukranian Community Center 

• World Impact Food Bank 

• Youth Eastside Services 

Religious Institutions 
There are four religious organizations in the study area that 
serve a substantial proportion of minority congregants: 

• Bread of Life Christian Church, which serves Chinese 
congregants. 

• Eastside Korean Presbyterian Church, which serves 
Korean congregants. 
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• Hosanna Asamblea de Dios, which serves Spanish 
speakers and offers citizenship preparation and other 
services for immigrants. 

• Westminster Chapel, which serves a multi‐ethnic 
congregation and offers programs in Mandarin, Korean, 
Russian, Cantonese, Spanish, Japanese, and easy English. 

Businesses 
We researched minority‐owned businesses that have 
registered with the Washington State Office of Minority and 
Women’s Business Enterprise.  There are eight registered 
minority‐owned businesses in the study area:  

• Beyaz and Patel, Inc. (engineering) 

• CIC Valuation Group, Inc. (real estate appraisals) 

• Civiltech Engineering, Inc.  

• CL Design (graphic and web design) 

• Crosby Inc. (window cleaning) 

• Crosby Restoration, Inc. (masonry and restoration 
services) 

• EHS International, Inc. (environmental engineering) 

• O’Bunco Engineering 

A visual survey of the study area located two additional 
minority‐owned businesses:  Megumi Pre‐School, which is 
located just northeast of the SR 520/I‐405 interchange; and 
Chan Bae and Chris Yi Bae Aesthetic Dentistry, which is 
located in the Dogwood Park neighborhood on the southeast 
side of the SR 520/I‐405 interchange. 

Megumi Pre‐School serves several Japanese families and 
employs Japanese staff.  Interviews with human service 
agencies did not reveal any additional businesses that serve or 
employ a substantial number of low‐income people or 
minorities. 
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SECTION 5 PROJECT EFFECTS 

For the purpose of this report, we define project effects as 
results of the project that can be positive or negative, 
temporary or permanent, immediate or delayed. In this 
section, we examine the potential effects of the I‐405, NE 8th 
Street to SR 520 Improvement Project, also referred to as the 
Build Alternative.  Later in this section, we look at the 
potential effects of not constructing the project.  We refer to 
this as the No Build Alternative. 

We address the measures that WSDOT will take to mitigate for 
potentially adverse effects in Section 6: Measures to Avoid or 
Minimize Effects. 

How will project construction affect social 
elements? 
We expect construction of the I‐405, NE 8th Street to SR 520 
Improvement Project to take place over a three‐year period, 
beginning in 2009.  Construction activity in some locations 
may take less time. 

Exhibit 5-1: Dogwood Park 
Neighborhood  
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In addition to improving long‐term safety and traffic 
conditions, there will be other benefits of construction.  Sales 
taxes on construction costs will accrue to Washington State, 
King County, and City of Bellevue.  The project will also 
generate temporary construction jobs. 

Neighborhoods 
Construction activities will have some short‐term effects on 
surrounding neighborhoods, including increased noise, 
vibrations, and traffic on local streets.  Construction activities 
may also create dust and engine exhaust that affect air quality.  
Operation and storage of construction equipment and removal 
of trees and vegetation will temporarily affect visual quality. 

Because the Dogwood Park neighborhood is adjacent to 
construction activities (Exhibit 5‐1), it is the residential 
neighborhood most likely to experience adverse effects of 
construction. 

Community Cohesion 
As we mentioned in Section 3, community cohesion is access 
to or linkages that people in a neighborhood have with social 
resources and their neighbors.   
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Adverse construction‐related effects may temporarily affect 
community cohesion in the Dogwood Park neighborhood.  
Increases in noise and traffic and decreases in air and visual 
quality may make it less desirable or safe to walk to 
neighborhood resources or spend time outside and around 
neighbors.  (We discuss relocations and displacements of 
residents later in this section, under operation effects.) 

Recreational Facilities 
We do not anticipate any construction‐related effects on 
recreational facilities. 

Religious Institutions 
We do not anticipate any construction‐related effects on 
religious institutions. 

Human Service Agencies 
WSDOT conducted interviews with 10 human service agencies 
and programs to introduce the project and gather feedback on 
potential effects on staff, volunteers, and clients.  Although 
only one of these agencies is located within the study area 
(Washington Women in Need), all serve populations in the 
study area.  A major concern of human service agencies was 
the effects of existing and anticipated traffic congestion on 
local streets, I‐405, and SR 520.  Exhibit 5‐2 provides a 
summary of agencies’ concerns about construction and their 
suggestions for mitigation. 

Short‐term lane closures may be required on weekdays, which 
could cause some traffic delays.11  Because many of the 
agencies’ clients and staff travel through the study area on I‐
405 and SR 520 and along local streets in Bellevue, these 
construction‐related delays could affect agencies’ ability to 
deliver services and clients’ ability to access these services. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
11 WSDOT, 2008d 
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Exhibit 5-2:  Summary of Human Service Agencies’ Concerns about Project Construction and Proposals for 
Mitigation 

Agency Concerns Proposed Mitigation 

Hopelink Transportation 
Department 

October 25, 2006 

Clients depend heavily on transit and staff are 
concerned that construction-related 
congestion on freeways and arterials could 
affect transit reliability and frequency. 

Include Hopelink transit service providers in 
any planning that will happen as a result of 
project construction. 

Youth Eastside Services 
(YES) 

December 6, 2007 

Traffic delays due to construction for staff and 
families that YES serves. 

Increase public transportation service and 
frequency on the Eastside.  Currently, transit 
is not a reasonable option due to the lack of 
bus routes. 

Boys and Girls Club 

January 25, 2007 

Construction-related traffic delays could 
prevent parents from picking up their children 
on time. 

Stage lane closures and other activities that 
can cause traffic disruptions at night. 

Family Resource Center 

February 2, 2007 
No concerns; believes the project will be 
beneficial to staff and clients. 

No mitigation proposed. 

Ukranian Community 
Center 

February 7, 2007 

No concerns; project construction unlikely to 
affect most constituents and staff. 

No mitigation proposed. 

Eastgate Public Health 
Clinic 

February 14, 2007 

Unpredictable traffic delays keep staff from 
arriving on time and prevent the clinic from 
opening. 

Increase transit in the area.  Offer free or 
reduced cost tickets.  Keep staff informed of 
potential traffic disruptions. 

Washington Women in 
Need (WWIN) 

February 15, 2007 

No construction-related concerns. (We 
discuss WWIN’s concerns about relocation in 
the next subsection, How will project 
operation affect neighborhoods and social 
resources?) 

No construction-related mitigation proposed. 

Bellevue Community 
College (BCC) 

February 20, 2007 

Congestion on I-405 makes it difficult for 
students and faculty to reach campus, which 
has been a detriment to the college.  BCC 
supports the improvements on I-405 and feels 
the effects of any construction-related 
congestion will be minimal. 

Improve transit routes and reliability.  Find 
other ways to change traveler behavior and 
get people out of their cars. 

Hopelink 

March 7, 2007 
Construction-related traffic delays affect staff 
and clients. 

Improve public transportation and explore light 
rail options for the Eastside. 

Crossroads Community 
Center 

March 16, 2007 

Project construction is unlikely to affect the 
Center’s clients.  Most people walk to the 
Center.  Few staff use I-405 to commute to 
Crossroads, except staff members who 
commute from Renton and may be delayed 
due to construction. 

No mitigation proposed. 

Note: Proposed mitigation are suggestions from human service agencies but not necessarily a commitment from WSDOT. 
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How will project operation affect social 
elements? 
Neighborhoods 
Following is our analysis of potential effects on neighborhoods 
from: 

• Residential relocations; 

• Projected increases in noise and traffic; and 

• Changes to air quality. 

Relocations 
WSDOT will need to purchase private property and relocate 
residents and businesses to construct the I‐405, NE 8th Street 
to SR 520 Improvement Project (Exhibit 5‐3).  For the purposes 
of this report, we analyze the effects of relocations on 
neighborhoods.  For more information about the economic 
effects of the business relocations, refer to the I‐405, NE 8th 
Street to SR 520 Improvement Project Economics Discipline 
Report. 

When WSDOT purchases a residential property, it pays fair 
market value for the property and provides residents with 
relocation benefits and assistance, in accordance with the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 
Policies Act of 1970, as amended.  WSDOT is also required to 
make every effort to assist in locating comparable replacement 
housing for relocated residents.  In Section 6, we discuss 
measures that WSDOT will take if adequate replacement 
housing is unavailable. 

As of August 2007, WSDOT has plans to conduct the 
relocation process for this project in two phases.  In the first 
phase, WSDOT plans to relocate three households and 14 
businesses in the Dogwood Park neighborhood.  In the second 
phase, WSDOT plans to relocate up to 47 small businesses in 
the complexes adjacent to I‐405 and just north of Overlake 
Hospital Medical Center.   
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Exhibit 5-3:  Private Property WSDOT Will Need to Acquire to Construct the Project – Sheet 1 
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Exhibit 5-3:  Private Property WSDOT Will Need to Acquire to Construct the Project – Sheet 2 
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