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Chapter 8 Glossary 
Avalanche. A natural occurrence when accumulated snow, ice, and 
debris on a hillside falls rapidly down a slope.  

Avalanche chute. The excavated paths that have been contoured to 
direct avalanches along a certain route.  

Avalanche path. The natural route that an avalanche takes as it 
travels down a slope. 

Best management practices (BMPs). Methods or techniques found 
to be the most effective, practical means of achieving an objective 
(such as preventing or reducing pollution). 

Cost Reduction Incentive Proposal (CRIP). A means to promote 
innovative ideas involving improved work methods, new products, 
and improved equipment.  

Cumulative effect. An effect on the environment that results from 
the incremental consequences of an action when added to other past, 
present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions. 

Direct impact. An impact on the environment that is directly caused 
by an action. 

Easement. The interest, permission, privilege, or right which one 
property owner grants another (usually that of a neighbor), for a 
specific, limited purpose.  

Environment. The sum of all external conditions affecting the life, 
development, and survival of an organism. 

Environmental impact statement (EIS). A document that identifies 
and analyzes, in detail, environmental impacts of a proposed action. 
As a tool for decision-making, the EIS describes positive and 
negative effects, and lists alternatives for an undertaking. 

Impervious surface. Surface through which water cannot percolate 
(such as pavement). 

Indirect effect. Effects that are caused by the project and are later in 
time or farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably 
foreseeable. 
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Intactness. The integrity of visual order in the natural and man-built 
landscape, and the extent to which the landscape is free from visual 
encroachment. 

Jurisdiction. A municipal government agency, such as a city or 
county. As appropriate, the term “jurisdiction” also includes federal 
and state agencies and federally recognized tribes. 

Jurisdictional waters. Aquatic and wetland features that are 
regulated by federal, state, and local agencies; and include both 
“waters of Washington State” and “waters of the US.” 

Mitigation measures. Actions taken to reduce adverse effects on the 
environment, usually implemented under the State and/or National 
Environmental Policy Acts.  

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Federal legislation 
passed in 1970 as the Environmental Quality Improvement Act, 
which establishes an environmental review process prior to any 
action for all development projects or major planning studies that are 
federally funded or that involve a federal agency. 

Opportunity cost. The value of resources that would otherwise be 
productively employed, including time. 

Ordinary high water mark (OHWM). The highest level reached 
by a body of water that has been maintained for a sufficient period of 
time to leave evidence on the landscape. 

Pollutant load. The quantity of a pollutant generated by a specific 
land area over a given period of time, typically one year. 

Portal. The entrance to a structure. 

Record of Decision (ROD). A document prepared by a federal 
agency presenting the basis for the decision reached after completion 
of the Final EIS, summarizing any mitigation measures that will be 
incorporated into the project and documenting any required Section 
4(f) approval. 

Riparian Reserves. A USFS land allocation classification, 
established in the Aquatic Conservation Strategy of the Northwest 
Forest Plan, that refers to the area located within an established 
buffer distance away from water bodies and wetlands. 

Rock cut. Refers to the removal of rock material from a hillside 
using blasting or other means. 
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Shorelines. All of the water areas of the state, including reservoirs, 
and their associated wetlands, together with the lands underlying 
them, except shorelines: 

 Of state-wide significance; 

 On segments of streams upstream of a point where the mean 
annual flow is 20 cubic feet per second or less, and the wetlands 
associated with such upstream segments; 

 On lakes less than 20 acres in size, and wetlands associated with 
such small lakes. 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). Washington State 
legislation passed in 1974, which establishes an environmental 
review process for all development projects and major planning 
studies prior to taking any action on these projects. SEPA permits 
early coordination to identify and mitigate any significant issues or 
impacts that may result from a project or study. 

Stormwater. Precipitation that runs off impervious surfaces and 
enters drainage facilities that will convey and/or treat it. 

Supplemental EIS. Prepared after either a Final EIS or Record of 
Decision has been issued and new environmental impacts that were 
not considered in the original EIS are discovered, requiring the lead 
agency to re-evaluate its initial decision and consider new 
alternatives to avoid or mitigate the new impacts. 

Unity. The degree to which the visual resources of the landscape join 
together to form a coherent, harmonious visual pattern. Unity refers 
to the compositional harmony or intercompatibility between 
landscape elements. 

Viaduct. A bridge for carrying a road or railroad over a valley or the 
like, consisting of a number of short spans. 

Vividness. The memorability of the visual impression received from 
contrasting landscape elements as they combine to form a striking 
and distinctive visual pattern. 

Wetland. Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and 
that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 
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Wetland buffer. The upland area surrounding wetlands that serves 
to moderate biological and physical alteration of the wetland. The 
buffer widths are determined by the local agency with jurisdiction. 

 




