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Title VI Statement to Public: 
It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin 
and sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discrimi-
nated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a 
complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 
705-7098.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information
Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities by calling the Office of 
Equal Opportunity (OEO) at  360-705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.
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The Name Selection Process

The Proposed Name - Sanpoil

     The Washington State Transportation Commission approves names for state operated vessels.  WSDOT used a public process 
to gather a suggested name to be submitted to the Commission.
     During March 2012, the Department hosted an interactive website where citizens submitted vessel name suggestions with a  
supportive statement.  We created an information card announcing the naming process, guidelines, and the opportunity to 
submit suggestions.  The cards were distributed to users of the route by the ferry deckhands.  We produced a special electronic 
email newsletter from the WSDOT Regional Administrator to over 1,000 subscribers of the WSDOT Eastern Region 
electronic mailing list.  We also sent out a media release announcing the naming process, guidelines and submittal procedure to 
print, broadcast, and web contacts within the WSDOT Eastern Region.
     As a result, over 500 suggestions were received.  Out of those, about 200 were within the parameters of the Commission Vessel 
Naming Guidelines with many duplicate suggestions.  We sent those out to our committee of Tribal, Community, and Department 
representatives who reviewed the list.  At a meeting in late May, the committee met and reached consensus on a name to submit 
to the Transportation Commission.

     The Washington State Department of Transportation is building a replacement vessel for the Keller Ferry run on the Columbia 
River in eastern Washington.  Foss Maritime of Seattle is constructing the vessel components at their shipyard in Rainier, Oregon 
with final assembly at Crescent Bay near Grand Coulee Dam.  Construction on the vessel began on March 28, 2012 with delivery 
planned for the spring of 2013.
     The new vessel is 116 feet in length and will carry up to 20 passenger vehicles, or two 80,000 lb. trailer trucks with up to nine 
passenger vehicles, in one sailing.  The new boat meets current U.S. Coast Guard regulations for a vessel in the 100 ton class.
     The cost for the new vessel, including design and construction, is $12 million with $9.6 million in Federal funding and a  
$2 million contribution from the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation.  The balance came from the State of  
Washington.
     The Keller Ferry is operated by the WSDOT Eastern Region in Spokane.  The route has been operated by the state since 1931.

     As noted in the research report “Native American Place Names Along The Columbia River,” produced by the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation, “Sanpoil” is the anglicized form of the name that is applied to the original and current native 
residents of this area along the Columbia River.  The name was chosen to honor the people who have lived on this land and 
crossed this river for thousands of years.
     The Keller Ferry crossing site was one of the most desirable in the whole territory for salmon fishing, and each year a huge 
trap was built across the Sanpoil River. It is estimated that as many as 400 people gathered here at the height of the salmon 
season.  
     The Tribe and Sanpoil Elders recognize the symbol below, as Sanpoil written in the International Phonetic Alphabet.  The IPA 
symbols would also be affixed to the vessel. snpʕwílx 


