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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information 
Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on 
computer disk for people with disabilities by calling the ADA/504 Compliance Manager, 
Shawn Murinko at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO 
through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1. 
 

Title VI Notice to Public 
It is the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) policy to assure that no 
person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any 
person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with 
WSDOT's Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please 
contact OEO's Title VI Coordinator, George Laue at (509) 324-6018. 
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Appendix A 

Governor’s Christine Gregoire’s Executive Order 09-05  
Washington's Leadership on Climate Change 

 
Webpage:  http://www.governor.wa.gov/execorders/eo_09-05.pdf 

 
 STATE OF WASHINGTON  

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR  
P.O. Box 40002 · Olympia, Washington 98504-0002 · (360) 753-6780 · www.governor.wa.gov  

EXECUTIVE ORDER 09-05  
WASHINGTON’S LEADERSHIP ON CLIMATE CHANGE  

WHEREAS, Washington is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, and without 
additional action to reduce carbon emissions, the severity of the impacts will negatively affect nearly 
every part of Washington’s economy and environment; and  
 
WHEREAS, Washington is already experiencing the effects of a changing climate and needs to 
address current and future projected impacts; and  
 
WHEREAS, greenhouse gases are air contaminants within the meaning of the state’s Clean Air Act 
and pose a serious threat to the health and welfare of Washington’s citizens and the quality of the 
environment; and  
 
WHEREAS, energy independence and security are vitally important, and maintaining Washington’s 
leadership position in the development of clean energy and green jobs is critical to our economic and 
energy future; and  
 
WHEREAS, RCW 70.235.020 establishes greenhouse gas emission reduction limits for Washington 
State, and RCW 47.01.440 establishes vehicle miles traveled benchmarks for Washington State; and  
 
WHEREAS, alternative vehicle technologies can provide economic development opportunities and 
reduce Washington’s transportation sector greenhouse gas emissions, criteria pollutants, and toxic air 
contaminants; and  
 
WHEREAS, Washington’s extensive forest resources play an important role in capturing and storing 
carbon dioxide; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is critical to Washington’s economic future that greenhouse gas reduction strategies 
be designed and implemented in a manner that minimizes cost impacts to Washington citizens and 
businesses; and  
 
WHEREAS, President Obama and the United States Congress are actively working to establish a 
strong federal response to climate change, and regional and state level greenhouse gas reduction 
programs will inform and complement a federal program; and  
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WHEREAS, effective and immediate action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions – preferably at the 
federal level but at the regional or state level as necessary – is essential to the future well being of all 
Washingtonians.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Christine O. Gregoire, Governor of the state of Washington by virtue of 
the power vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the state of Washington do, effective 
immediately, hereby order and direct:  
 
1. The Director of the Department of Ecology to:  

(a) Continue to participate in the Western Climate Initiative to develop a regional greenhouse 
gas emission reduction program and to work with the federal Administration, 
Washington’s congressional delegation and appropriate committees to help design a 
national greenhouse gas emission reduction program that reflects Washington State 
priorities. Those priorities include: protecting small businesses and families, particularly 
those with low incomes, in the transition to a clean energy future; investing in clean 
energy development, demonstration and deployment; ensuring appropriate credit for early 
emission reductions; providing a level playing field that allows Washington’s businesses 
to fairly compete; recognizing Washington’s unique electricity-generating portfolio, its 
forest industry and other important resources; and ensuring the program spurs the 
creation of green jobs.  

 
(b) By December 1, 2009, provide to each facility that the Department of Ecology believes is 

responsible for the emission of 25,000 metric tons or more of carbon dioxide equivalent 
each year in Washington with (1) the Department’s best estimate of each facility’s 
baseline greenhouse gas emissions; and (2) each facility’s proportionate share greenhouse 
gas emission reduction necessary to achieve the state’s 2020 emission reduction in RCW 
70.135.020; and (3) a request to each facility, or groups of facilities representing a sector 
of Washington’s economy, for any recommended strategies or actions they believe would 
achieve the needed reductions. By October 1, 2010, the Department of Ecology shall 
develop emission reduction strategies and actions, including complementary policies, to 
achieve the state’s 2020 emissions reduction targets.  

 
(c) In consultation with business and other interested stakeholders, develop emission 

benchmarks, by industry sector, for facilities the Department of Ecology believes will be 
covered by a federal or regional cap and trade program. The Department of Ecology shall 
support the use of these emission benchmarks in any federal or regional cap and trade 
program as an appropriate basis for the distribution of emission allowances, and as a 
means to recognize and reward those businesses that have invested in achieving emission 
reductions. These benchmarks shall be based on industry best practices, reflecting 
emission levels from highly efficient, lower emitting facilities in each industry sector. 
The benchmarks shall be developed to allow their application as state-based emissions 
standards, should they be needed to complement the federal program, or in the absence of 
a federal program.  
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Recommendations on industry benchmarks, and the appropriate use of these benchmarks in 

achieving the state emission reduction targets, shall be submitted to the Governor  
by July 1, 2011;  

 
(d) Work with the existing coal-fired plant within Washington that burns over one million 

tons of coal per year, TransAlta Centralia Generation LLC, to establish an agreed order 
that will apply the greenhouse gas emissions performance standards in 
RCW 80.80.040(1) to the facility by no later than December 31, 2025. The agreed order 
shall include a schedule of major decision making and resource investment milestones;  

 
(e) In consultation with the Department of Natural Resources and the forest carbon sector 

working group, develop by September 1, 2010, recommendations for forestry offset 
protocols as well as other financial incentives for forestry and forest products. The 
starting point for this work should be the 2008 forest sector working group report; and  

 
(f) In consultation with the Departments of Commerce and Transportation, assess whether the 

California low-carbon fuel standards; standards developed or proposed in other states, 
provinces or for the nation; or modified standards or alternative requirements to reduce 
carbon in transportation fuels would best meet Washington’s greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction targets. By July 1, 2010, provide to the Governor a recommendation regarding 
which standards or requirements should be adopted for Washington, either by rule or 
legislation.  

 
2. The Secretary of the Department of Transportation to:  

(a) In consultation with the Departments of Ecology and Commerce, and in collaboration 
with local governments, business, and environmental representatives, estimate current 
and future state-wide levels of vehicle miles traveled, evaluate potential changes to the 
vehicle miles traveled benchmarks established in RCW 47.01.440 as appropriate to 
address low- or no-emission vehicles, and develop additional strategies to reduce 
emissions from the transportation sector. Findings and recommendations from this work 
shall be reported to the Governor by December 31, 2010; and,  

 
(b) Work with the Puget Sound Regional Council, Spokane Regional Transportation Council, 

Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council and Thurston Regional Planning 
Council to cooperatively develop and adopt regional transportation plans that will, when 
implemented, provide people with additional transportation alternatives and choices, 
reduce greenhouse gases and achieve the statutory benchmarks to reduce annual per 
capita vehicle miles traveled in those counties with populations greater than 245,000. By 
December 1, 2011, the Department will report to the Governor on which regional 
transportation planning organizations have developed, or are developing, plans with 
greenhouse gas strategies, which strategies appear to have the greatest potential to 
achieve the benchmarks, and what policy or funding issues need to be resolved to ensure 
implementation;  
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3. The Office of the Governor shall work with affected state agencies to develop and seek federal 

funds to implement a project for the electrification of the West Coast interstate highway and 
associated metropolitan centers, including request for federal funding to purchase electric 
vehicles and install public infrastructure for electric and other high-efficiency, zero- or low-
carbon vehicles. The Office shall invite the collaboration of the states of Oregon and California 
and participation by the private sector in developing and implementing this project and in 
requesting federal support.  

 
4. The Director of the Department of Ecology shall evaluate the potential impacts of sea level rise on 

the state’s shoreline areas, including the potential increases in storm surge and coastal flooding, 
increased erosion, and loss of habitat and ecosystems, and develop recommendations for 
addressing these impacts. The Department shall invite the Washington State Association of 
Counties and the Association of Washington Cities to collaborate in conducting the evaluation 
and developing recommendations.  

 
5. The Director of the Department of Ecology and the Secretary of the Department of Health, in 

consultation with other affected state, local and federal agencies, shall develop specific 
guidelines, tools, and recommendations to assist the state and its water users to meet the 
anticipated changes in water resources due to climate change impacts.  

 
6. In implementing all aspects of this Executive Order, the state and its agencies shall consult, on a 

government-to-government basis with Washington’s Native American Tribes.  
 
7. The Director of the Department of Ecology, in cooperation with affected agencies shall provide a 

progress report to the Office of the Governor by December 31, 2010.  
 

Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington on this 21
st 

day of May 2009 
at Seattle, Washington.  
 

By:  
/s/  

Christine O. Gregoire  
Governor  
 

BY THE GOVERNOR 
 
 
 

/s/ 
Secretary of State 
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Appendix B 

Pertinent Revised Codes of Washington 
 

Webpage:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.27A.190 
 

RCW 19.27A.190 

Qualifying public agency duties — Energy benchmark — Performance rating — 
Reports. 
(1) The requirements of this section apply to the department of general administration and 
other qualifying state agencies only to the extent that specific appropriations are provided to 
those agencies referencing chapter 423, Laws of 2009 or chapter number and this section. 
 
     (2) By July 1, 2010, each qualifying public agency shall: 
 
     (a) Create an energy benchmark for each reporting public facility using a portfolio manager;  
 
     (b) Report to general administration, the environmental protection agency national energy 
performance rating for each reporting public facility included in the technical requirements for 
this rating; and 
 
     (c) Link all portfolio manager accounts to the state portfolio manager master account to 
facilitate public reporting. 
 
     (3) By January 1, 2010, general administration shall establish a state portfolio manager 
master account. The account must be designed to provide shared reporting for all reporting 
public facilities. 
 
     (4) By July 1, 2010, general administration shall select a standardized portfolio manager 
report for reporting public facilities. General administration, in collaboration with the United 
States environmental protection agency, shall make the standard report of each reporting 
public facility available to the public through the portfolio manager web site. 
 
     (5) General administration shall prepare a biennial report summarizing the statewide 
portfolio manager master account reporting data. The first report must be completed by 
December 1, 2012. Subsequent reporting shall be completed every two years thereafter. 
 
     (6) By July 1, 2010, general administration shall develop a technical assistance program to 
facilitate the implementation of a preliminary audit and the investment grade energy audit. 
General administration shall design the technical assistance program to utilize audit services 
provided by utilities or energy services contracting companies when possible. 



 

 

 

      Page |B‐2  
 

 
     (7) For a reporting public facility that is leased by the state with a national energy 
performance rating score below seventy‐five, a qualifying public agency may not enter into a 
new lease or lease renewal on or after January 1, 2010, unless: 
 
     (a) A preliminary audit has been conducted within the last two years; and 
 
     (b) The owner or lessor agrees to perform an investment grade audit and implement any 
cost‐effective energy conservation measures within the first two years of the lease agreement 
if the preliminary audit has identified potential cost‐effective energy conservation measures. 
 
     (8)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, for each reporting public facility with a 
national energy performance rating score below fifty, the qualifying public agency, in 
consultation with general administration, shall undertake a preliminary energy audit by July 1, 
2011. If potential cost‐effective energy savings are identified, an investment grade energy audit 
must be completed by July 1, 2013. Implementation of cost‐effective energy conservation 
measures are required by July 1, 2016. For a major facility that is leased by a state agency, 
college, or university, energy audits and implementation of cost‐effective energy conservation 
measures are required only for that portion of the facility that is leased by the state agency, 
college, or university. 
 
     (b) A reporting public facility that is leased by the state is deemed in compliance with (a) of 
this subsection if the qualifying public agency has already complied with the requirements of 
subsection (7) of this section. 
 
     (9) Schools are strongly encouraged to follow the provisions in subsections (2) through (8) of 
this section. 
 
     (10) The director of the department of general administration, in consultation with the 
affected state agencies and the office of financial management, shall review the cost and 
delivery of agency programs to determine the viability of relocation when a facility leased by 
the state has a national energy performance rating score below fifty. The department of 
general administration shall establish a process to determine viability. 
 
     (11) General administration, in consultation with the office of financial management, shall 
develop a waiver process for the requirements in subsection (7) of this section. The director of 
the office of financial management, in consultation with general administration, may waive the 
requirements in subsection (7) of this section if the director determines that compliance is not 
cost‐effective or feasible. The director of the office of financial management shall consider the 
review conducted by the department of general administration on the viability of relocation as 
established in subsection (10) of this section, if applicable, prior to waiving the requirements in 
subsection (7) of this section. 
 
     (12) By July 1, 2011, general administration shall conduct a review of facilities not covered 
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by the national energy performance rating. Based on this review, general administration shall 
develop a portfolio of additional facilities that require preliminary energy audits. For these 
facilities, the qualifying public agency, in consultation with general administration, shall 
undertake a preliminary energy audit by July 1, 2012. If potential cost‐effective energy savings 
are identified, an investment grade energy audit must be completed by July 1, 2013.  
[2009 c 423 § 8.] 
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Webpage:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.19.648 
 

RCW 43.19.648 

Publicly owned vehicles, vessels, and construction equipment — Fuel usage — 
Tires. 
 
(1) Effective June 1, 2015, all state agencies and local government subdivisions of the state, to 
the extent determined practicable by the rules adopted by the *department of community, 
trade, and economic development pursuant to RCW 43.325.080, are required to satisfy one 
hundred percent of their fuel usage for operating publicly owned vessels, vehicles, and 
construction equipment from electricity or biofuel. 
 
     (2) In order to phase in this transition for the state, all state agencies, to the extent 
determined practicable by the *department of community, trade, and economic development 
by rules adopted pursuant to RCW 43.325.080, are required to achieve forty percent fuel usage 
for operating publicly owned vessels, vehicles, and construction equipment from electricity or 
biofuel by June 1, 2013. The department of general administration, in consultation with the 
*department of community, trade, and economic development, shall report to the governor 
and the legislature by December 1, 2013, on what percentage of the state's fuel usage is from 
electricity or biofuel. 
 
     (3) Except for cars owned or operated by the Washington state patrol, when tires on 
vehicles in the state's motor vehicle fleet are replaced, they must be replaced with tires that 
have the same or better rolling resistance as the original tires. 
 
     (4) By December 31, 2015, the state must, to the extent practicable, install electrical outlets 
capable of charging electric vehicles in each of the state's fleet parking and maintenance 
facilities. 
 
     (5) The department of transportation's obligations under subsection (2) of this section are 
subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for the specific purpose identified in 
subsection (2) of this section. 
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     (6) The department of transportation's obligations under subsection (4) of this section are 
subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for the specific purpose identified in 
subsection (4) of this section unless the department receives federal or private funds for the 
specific purpose identified in subsection (4) of this section. 
 
     (7) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this section unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise. 
 
     (a) "Battery charging station" means an electrical component assembly or cluster of 
component assemblies designed specifically to charge batteries within electric vehicles, which 
meet or exceed any standards, codes, and regulations set forth by chapter 19.28 RCW and 
consistent with rules adopted under RCW 19.27.540. 
 
     (b) "Battery exchange station" means a fully automated facility that will enable an electric 
vehicle with a swappable battery to enter a drive lane and exchange the depleted battery with 
a fully charged battery through a fully automated process, which meets or exceeds any 
standards, codes, and regulations set forth by chapter 19.28 RCW and consistent with rules 
adopted under RCW 19.27.540.  
[2009 c 459 § 7; 2007 c 348 § 202.] 
Notes: 

     *Reviser's note: The "department of community, trade, and economic development" was 

renamed the "department of commerce" by 2009 c 565.  

     Finding ‐‐ Purpose ‐‐ 2009 c 459: See note following RCW 47.80.090.  
     Findings ‐‐ Part headings not law ‐‐ 2007 c 348: See RCW 43.325.005 and 43.325.903.  
Regional transportation planning organizations ‐‐ Electric vehicle infrastructure: RCW 
47.80.090.  
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Webpage:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21M.010 
 

RCW 43.21M.010 

Development of strategy — Central clearinghouse — Collaboration. 

(1) The departments of ecology, agriculture, *community, trade, and economic development, 
fish and wildlife, natural resources, and transportation shall develop an integrated climate 
change response strategy to better enable state and local agencies, public and private 
businesses, nongovernmental organizations, and individuals to prepare for, address, and adapt 
to the impacts of climate change. The integrated climate change response strategy should be 
developed, where feasible and consistent with the direction of the strategy, in collaboration 
with local government agencies with climate change preparation and adaptation plans. 
 
     (2) The department of ecology shall serve as a central clearinghouse for relevant scientific 
and technical information about the impacts of climate change on Washington's ecology, 
economy, and society, as well as serve as a central convener for the development of vital 
programs and necessary policies to help the state adapt to a rapidly changing climate. 
 
     (3) The department of ecology shall consult and collaborate with the departments of fish 
and wildlife, agriculture, *community, trade, and economic development, natural resources, 
and transportation in developing an integrated climate change response strategy and plans of 
action to prepare for and adapt to climate change impacts.  

[2009 c 519 § 10.] 

Notes: 

     *Reviser's note: The "department of community, trade, and economic development" was 

renamed the "department of commerce" by 2009 c 565.  

 
   



 

 

 

      Page |B‐7  
 

Webpage:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.41.130 
 

RCW 43.41.130 

Passenger motor vehicles owned or operated by state agencies — Duty to 
establish policies as to acquisition, operation, authorized use — Strategies to 
reduce fuel consumption and vehicle emissions — Implementation of fuel 
economy standards — Reports — Definitions. 
 

(1) The director of financial management, after consultation with other interested or affected 
state agencies, shall establish overall policies governing the acquisition, operation, 
management, maintenance, repair, and disposal of all motor vehicles owned or operated by 
any state agency. These policies shall include but not be limited to a definition of what 
constitutes authorized use of a state owned or controlled passenger motor vehicle and other 
motor vehicles on official state business. The definition shall include, but not be limited to, the 
use of state‐owned motor vehicles for commuter ride sharing so long as the entire capital 
depreciation and operational expense of the commuter ride‐sharing arrangement is paid by 
the commuters. Any use other than such defined use shall be considered as personal use. 
 
     (2)(a) By June 15, 2010, the director of the department of general administration, in 
consultation with the office and other interested or affected state agencies, shall develop 
strategies to assist state agencies in reducing fuel consumption and emissions from all classes 
of vehicles. 
 
     (b) In an effort to achieve lower overall emissions for all classes of vehicles, state agencies 
should, when financially comparable over the vehicle's useful life, consider purchasing or 
converting to ultra‐low carbon fuel vehicles. 
 
     (3) State agencies shall phase in fuel economy standards for motor pools and leased 
petroleum‐based fuel vehicles to achieve an average fuel economy standard of thirty‐six miles 
per gallon for passenger vehicle fleets by 2015. 
 
     (4) After June 15, 2010, state agencies shall: 
 
     (a) When purchasing new petroleum‐based fuel vehicles for vehicle fleets: (i) Achieve an 
average fuel economy of forty miles per gallon for light duty passenger vehicles; and (ii) 
achieve an average fuel economy of twenty‐seven miles per gallon for light duty vans and 
sports utility vehicles; or 
 
     (b) Purchase ultra‐low carbon fuel vehicles. 
 
     (5) State agencies must report annually on the progress made to achieve the goals under 
subsections (3) and (4) of this section beginning October 31, 2011. 
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     (6) The department of general administration, in consultation with the office and other 
affected or interested agencies, shall develop a separate fleet fuel economy standard for all 
other classes of petroleum‐based fuel vehicles and report the progress made toward meeting 
the fuel consumption and emissions goals established by this section to the governor and the 
relevant legislative committees by December 1, 2012. 
 
     (7) The following vehicles are excluded from the average fuel economy goals established in 
subsections (3) and (4) of this section: Emergency response vehicles, passenger vans with a 
gross vehicle weight of eight thousand five hundred pounds or greater, vehicles that are 
purchased for off‐pavement use, ultra‐low carbon fuel vehicles, and vehicles that are driven 
less than two thousand miles per year. 
 
     (8) Average fuel economy calculations used under this section for petroleum‐based fuel 
vehicles must be based upon the current United States environmental protection agency 
composite city and highway mile per gallon rating. 
 
     (9) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this section unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise. 
 
     (a) "Petroleum‐based fuel vehicle" means a vehicle that uses, as a fuel source, more than 
ten percent gasoline or diesel fuel. 
 
     (b) "Ultra‐low carbon fuel vehicle" means a vehicle that uses, as a fuel source, at least ninety 
percent natural gas, hydrogen, biomethane, or electricity.  
[2010 c 159 § 1; 2009 c 519 § 6; 1982 c 163 § 13; 1980 c 169 § 1; 1979 c 111 § 12; 1975 1st ex.s. 
c 167 § 5.] 
Notes: 

     Findings ‐‐ 2009 c 519: See RCW 43.21M.900. 

     Severability ‐‐ Effective date ‐‐ 1982 c 163: See notes following RCW 2.10.052.  
     Severability ‐‐ 1979 c 111: See note following RCW 46.74.010.  
     Severability ‐‐ 1975 1st ex.s. c 167: See note following RCW 43.19.010.  
Commuter ride sharing: Chapter 46.74 RCW.  
Motor vehicle management and transportation: RCW 43.19.500 through 43.19.635.  
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Webpage:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.01.440 
 

RCW 47.01.440 

Adoption of statewide goals to reduce annual per capita vehicle miles traveled 
by 2050 — Department's duties — Reports to the legislature. 
 

To support the implementation of RCW 47.04.280 and 47.01.078(4), the department shall 
adopt broad statewide goals to reduce annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by 2050 
consistent with the stated goals of executive order 07‐02. Consistent with these goals, the 
department shall: 
 
     (1) Establish the following benchmarks using a statewide baseline of seventy‐five billion 
vehicle miles traveled less the vehicle miles traveled attributable to vehicles licensed under 
*RCW 46.16.070 and weighing ten thousand pounds or more, which are exempt from this 
section: 
 
     (a) Decrease the annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by eighteen percent by 2020; 
 
     (b) Decrease the annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by thirty percent by 2035; and 
 
     (c) Decrease the annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by fifty percent by 2050; 
 
     (2) By July 1, 2008, establish and convene a collaborative process to develop a set of tools 
and best practices to assist state, regional, and local entities in making progress towards the 
benchmarks established in subsection (1) of this section. The collaborative process must 
provide an opportunity for public review and comment and must: 
 
     (a) Be jointly facilitated by the department, the department of ecology, and the 
**department of community, trade, and economic development; 
 
     (b) Provide for participation from regional transportation planning organizations, the 
Washington state transit association, the Puget Sound clean air agency, a statewide business 
organization representing the sale of motor vehicles, at least one major private employer that 
participates in the commute trip reduction program, and other interested parties, including but 
not limited to parties representing diverse perspectives on issues relating to growth, 
development, and transportation; 
 
     (c) Identify current strategies to reduce vehicle miles traveled in the state as well as 
successful strategies in other jurisdictions that may be applicable in the state; 
 
     (d) Identify potential new revenue options for local and regional governments to authorize 
to finance vehicle miles traveled reduction efforts; 
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     (e) Provide for the development of measurement tools that can, with a high level of 
confidence, measure annual progress toward the benchmarks at the local, regional, and state 
levels, measure the effects of strategies implemented to reduce vehicle miles traveled and 
adequately distinguish between common travel purposes, such as moving freight or 
commuting to work, and measure trends of vehicle miles traveled per capita on a five‐year 
basis; 
 
     (f) Establish a process for the department to periodically evaluate progress toward the 
vehicle miles traveled benchmarks, measure achieved and projected emissions reductions, and 
recommend whether the benchmarks should be adjusted to meet the state's overall goals for 
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions; 
 
     (g) Estimate the projected reductions in greenhouse gas emissions if the benchmarks are 
achieved, taking into account the expected implementation of existing state and federal 
mandates for vehicle technology and fuels, as well as expected growth in population and 
vehicle travel; 
 
     (h) Examine access to public transportation for people living in areas with affordable housing 
to and from employment centers, and make recommendations for steps necessary to ensure 
that areas with affordable housing are served by adequate levels of public transportation; and 
 
     (i) By December 1, 2008, provide a report to the transportation committees of the 
legislature on the collaborative process and resulting recommended tools and best practices to 
achieve the reduction in annual per capita vehicle miles traveled goals. 
 
     (3) Included in the December 1, 2008, report to the transportation committees of the 
legislature, the department shall identify strategies to reduce vehicle miles traveled in the state 
as well as successful strategies in other jurisdictions that may be applicable in the state that 
recognize the differing urban and rural transportation requirements. 
 
     (4) Prior to implementation of the goals in this section, the department, in consultation with 
the **department of community, trade, and economic development, cities, counties, local 
economic development organizations, and local and regional chambers of commerce, shall 
provide a report to the appropriate committees of the legislature on the anticipated impacts of 
the goals established in this section on the following: 
 
     (a) The economic hardship on small businesses as it relates to the ability to hire and retain 
workers who do not reside in the county in which they are employed; 
 
     (b) Impacts on low‐income residents; 
 
     (c) Impacts on agricultural employers and their employees, especially on the migrant 
farmworker community; 
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     (d) Impacts on distressed rural counties; and 
 
     (e) Impacts in counties with more than fifty percent of the land base of the county in public 
or tribal lands.  
[2008 c 14 § 8.] 
Notes: 

     Reviser's note: *(1) RCW 46.16.070 was recodified as RCW 46.16A.455 pursuant to 2010 c 

161 § 1217, effective July 1, 2011. 

 

     **(2) The "department of community, trade, and economic development" was renamed the 

"department of commerce" by 2009 c 565.  

     Findings ‐‐ Intent ‐‐ Scope of chapter 14, Laws of 2008 ‐‐ Severability ‐‐ 2008 c 14: See RCW 
70.235.005, 70.235.900, and 70.235.901.  
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Webpage:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.235.050 
 

RCW 70.235.050 

Greenhouse gas emission limits for state agencies — Timeline — Reports — 
Strategy — Point of accountability employee for energy and climate change 
initiatives. 
 

(1) All state agencies shall meet the statewide greenhouse gas emission limits established in 
RCW 70.235.020 to achieve the following, using the estimates and strategy established in 
subsections (2) and (3) of this section: 
 
     (a) By July 1, 2020, reduce emissions by fifteen percent from 2005 emission levels; 
 
     (b) By 2035, reduce emissions to thirty‐six percent below 2005 levels; and 
 
     (c) By 2050, reduce emissions to the greater reduction of fifty‐seven and one‐half percent 
below 2005 levels, or seventy percent below the expected state government emissions that 
year. 
 
     (2)(a) By June 30, 2010, all state agencies shall report estimates of emissions for 2005 to the 
department, including 2009 levels of emissions, and projected emissions through 2035. 
 
     (b) State agencies required to report under RCW 70.94.151 must estimate emissions from 
methodologies recommended by the department and must be based on actual operation of 
those agencies. Agencies not required to report under RCW 70.94.151 shall derive emissions 
estimates using an emissions calculator provided by the department. 
 
     (3) By June 30, 2011, each state agency shall submit to the department a strategy to meet 
the requirements in subsection (1) of this section. The strategy must address employee travel 
activities, teleconferencing alternatives, and include existing and proposed actions, a timeline 
for reductions, and recommendations for budgetary and other incentives to reduce emissions, 
especially from employee business travel. 
 
     (4) By October 1st of each even‐numbered year beginning in 2012, each state agency shall 
report to the department the actions taken to meet the emission reduction targets under the 
strategy for the preceding fiscal biennium. The department may authorize the department of 
general administration to report on behalf of any state agency having fewer than five hundred 
full‐time equivalent employees at any time during the reporting period. The department shall 
cooperate with the department of general administration and the *department of community, 
trade, and economic development to develop consolidated reporting methodologies that 
incorporate emission reduction actions taken across all or substantially all state agencies. 
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     (5) All state agencies shall cooperate in providing information to the department, the 
department of general administration, and the *department of community, trade, and 
economic development for the purposes of this section. 
 
     (6) The governor shall designate a person as the single point of accountability for all energy 
and climate change initiatives within state agencies. This position must be funded from current 
full‐time equivalent allocations without increasing budgets or staffing levels. If duties must be 
shifted within an agency, they must be shifted among current full‐time equivalent allocations. 
All agencies, councils, or work groups with energy or climate change initiatives shall coordinate 
with this designee.  
[2009 c 519 § 2.] 
Notes: 

     *Reviser's note: The "department of community, trade, and economic development" was 

renamed the "department of commerce" by 2009 c 565.  

     Findings ‐‐ 2009 c 519: See RCW 43.21M.900.  
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RCW 70.235.070 

Distribution of funds for infrastructure and capital development projects — 
Prerequisites. 
 

Beginning in 2010, when distributing capital funds through competitive programs for 
infrastructure and economic development projects, all state agencies must consider whether 
the entity receiving the funds has adopted policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Agencies also must consider whether the project is consistent with: 
 
     (1) The state's limits on the emissions of greenhouse gases established in RCW 70.235.020; 
 
     (2) Statewide goals to reduce annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by 2050, in 
accordance with RCW 47.01.440, except that the agency shall consider whether project 
locations in rural counties, as defined in RCW 43.160.020, will maximize the reduction of 
vehicle miles traveled; and 
 
     (3) Applicable federal emissions reduction requirements.  
[2009 c 519 § 9.] 
Notes: 

     Findings ‐‐ 2009 c 519: See RCW 43.21M.900. 

 
 


