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RESPONSE G02-001 

Section 3.11, land use, socioeconomics, and environmental justice and section 
3.12, farmland, has been expanded to include an indirect and cumulative impact 
analysis. 

 

RESPONSE G02-002 

Section 2.4.4 of the FEIS includes an evaluation of eliminating the Valley 
Avenue interchange and determines such an option does not meet the purpose 
and need of the project. 
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RESPONSE G02-003 

Realigning the project to travel parallel 70th Street would further impact other 
environmental areas that must be taken into account. 

 

RESPONSE G02-004 

Most of the land in the project area within the jurisdiction of the cities of Fife 
and Puyallup is zoned commercial, industrial, or residential.  There is no longer 
any land zoned for farming within the project area; please see figure 3.11-2 in 
the FEIS.  The Farmland section of the FEIS has been updated to include a 
discussion on cumulative impacts; please see section 3.12.5 of the FEIS.  Please 
also see response to comment G02-005 below.   

 

RESPONSE G02-005 

The majority of the land being farmed within the project area is in the city limits 
of the City of Fife.  The city has determined that the highest and best use of the 
property located within the project area is industrial use and has zoned the land 
as such.  The city feels that this designation is a large part of its growth, tax 
base, and allure for development will contribute more to the economy.  The city 
has already implemented infrastructure improvements (municipal sewers) that 
have made it hard to raise crops profitably in a growing urban area where 
property taxes have risen dramatically.  Much of the land under cultivation is 
either up for sale or has been sold for development over the past years.  The city 
expects that the land will convert to urban use over 20 years. 

 

RESPONSE G02-006 

There will be access to the Puyallup Recreation Center.  The Urban Option for 
the SR 161/SR 167 interchange includes an overcrossing east of the Recreation 
Center.  The City of Fife has a proposed bike route along Freeman Road. 

 

RESPONSE G02-007 

The Valley Avenue Interchange Option is the environmentally preferred option 
that has the least overall impact to adjacent properties. This was determined by 
comparing the environmental impacts associated with the options while also 
assessing which options could best meet the project’s Purpose and Need. 
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RESPONSE G02-008 

Section 7 consultation has been initiated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries).  The 
project’s commitments to the necessary performance measures, and terms and 
conditions of the Biological Opinion issued by the Services, will be included in 
the federal Record of Decision regarding the project. 

 

RESPONSE G02-009 

A number of poorly functioning culverts and other stream crossings are 
identified that will either be eliminated or modified to improve fish passage, see 
section 3.4 of the FEIS.  Impacts to both low- and high-flow conditions from the 
addition of impervious surface area are discussed in section 3.2.5 of the FEIS.  
However, it is not possible to eliminate the Valley Avenue Interchange and still 
meet the project's defined purpose and need.   
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RESPONSE G03-001 

As you noted the SR 16 Trail will be completed during the ongoing expansion 

and modification to SR 16.  The design of the bike and pedestrian path on the 

new Tacoma-Narrows Bridge as well as the on- and off-ramp configurations at 

36th Street in Gig Harbor took into consideration your concerns.  This is a 

strong indication of our willingness to work with you on Bicycle issues.  

WSDOT does not have authority to alter the desires of local jurisdictions which 

may have decided not to participate in some of the other projects you listed.  

Funding is also a constraint.  We added several Trail improvements to the SR 

167 project.  These improvements are described in section 3.15 of the FEIS.  
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RESPONSE G03-002 

This analysis is limited to the study area within the corridor and is not intended 

to analyze improvements to all routes within the local area network. WSDOT 

and FHWA intend to accommodate non-motorized transportation modes in the 

study project area using best practice design.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RESPONSE G03-003 

There will continue to be access to the existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

In addition, the City of Fife has several planned bicycle routes along local 

roads. 

 




