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RESPONSE T01-000 

FHWA and WSDOT are committed to maintaining an open line of 
communication with the Tribe throughout the design and construction phases of 
this project. 

1. See T01-001 through T01-007 for comments and responses on fisheries.   

2. Response to the Tribal Trust Owners is confidential. 

3. See T04-001 for comment by Charles Sheldon and the response.   

See T03-027 through T03-055 for responses to comment from staff regarding 
archaeological and cultural responses.   
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RESPONSE T01-001 

We sincerely appreciate the Puyallup Tribal Fisheries Division commitment to 
collaborate closely with the project team, including the review of the revised 
discipline reports (water resources, wetlands, and wildlife, fisheries, and 
threatened and endangered species) which were updated to respond to 
comments.  WSDOT has collected more recent data from agencies and 
organizations that have monitored in the area since submittal of the DEIS, 
including information from the Tribe’s water quality program, see section 3.2.2 
of the FEIS. 

Based the additional guidance you provided, we revised our studies by ensuring 
the discipline report writers communicated with one another.  In addition, the 
water resources, wetlands, and wildlife, fisheries, and threatened and 
endangered species sections of the FEIS have been reformatted to discuss the 
project area and impacts by sub-basin. 

The cumulative impacts of the project are updated to allow a closer examination 
of where the timing of water quality problems intersects with salmonid use or 
the frequency and type of water quality excursion create a more lethal or 
chronic impact. 
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RESPONSE T01-002 

Floodplain impacts, including indirect and cumulative impacts, have been 
clarified in section 3.2 of the FEIS.  Embankments and structures will be 
designed, to the extent practicable, to pass maximum flood flows without 
substantial change to that experienced today.  If necessary, additional flood 
storage will be provided.  A final mitigation plan addressing floodplain 
mitigation measures will be developed prior to construction. 

 

RESPONSE T01-003 

The project has conducted additional analyses including hydrologic modeling of 
the Hylebos and Wapato sub-basins. These studies used a hydrologic simulation 
model for analyzing flood flow routing.  Analysis of the 100-year flood event 
was done for both existing and future conditions with and without the roadway. 

These comprehensive studies also analyzed the project’s effects on hydrology, 
channel hydraulics, streambank stability and geomorphology to assure that we 
address the impacts of the project on the watershed.  Water resources and 
wetlands impacts were analyzed per sub-basin, and sections 3.2 and 3.3 of the 
FEIS were updated to include this information.  
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RESPONSE T01-004 

Stormwater from the project may be treated by one or more of the following methods: 

• Biofiltration swales  

• Deep fill infiltration  

• Landscaped fill slopes with composted soils  

• Constructed wetlands  

• Ponds  

• Riparian Restoration Proposal (RRP) 

A Technical Advisory Group will identify recommendations for the ultimate design of 

the RRP.  The technical Advisory Group includes agencies such as United States Fish 

and Wildlife Service, the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, the United States 

Army Corps of Engineers, and Washington State Departments of Fish and Wildlife and 

Ecology were invited to participate.  In addition, the Pierce County Water Program, the 

Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and the Friends of the Hylebos Wetlands, a local 

environmental group, were also invited as stakeholders in the RRP design process. 

When the Endangered Species Act Biological Opinion (BO) is issued, the Technical 

Advisory Group will be invited to participate in the refinement of the goals and 

objectives to include more detail for items such as future design, maintenance, and 

monitoring. 

RESPONSE T01-005 

The project has conducted additional analysis including extensive hydrologic modeling 

of Hylebos sub-basin including Creek (MGS et al. 2004). This analysis includes 

extensive modeling of water elevations, channel depth, slope, and flow rates to assess 

flooding impacts, streambank stability, and erosion. The results of this analysis were 

used for the preliminary design of the stream channel location and configuration. 

RESPONSE T01-006 

We have updated the Conceptual Mitigation Plan to include several possible wetland 

mitigation sites. The UPRR site is identified as one of several potential mitigation sites. 

Please see section 3.3.7 of the FEIS for more information on potential wetland 

mitigation for this project. 

RESPONSE T01-007 

Thank you for your support of the Riparian Restoration Proposal (RRP).  We look 

forward to continued collaboration on the design of the RRP through the Technical 

Advisory Group. 

RESPONSE T01-008 

To address your concerns we have included additional information in the Water 

Resources, Wetlands, and Wildlife, Fish and Threatened and Endangered Species 

section of the FEIS.
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RESPONSE T02-001 

There may be some disruptive impact to parking and property access for the 
Cross Smoke Shop.  We will continue to communicate with you regarding any 
impacts to the property. 

 

 

RESPONSE T02-002 

The Wapato Creek Riparian Restoration Proposal (RRP) is part of the 
stormwater management proposal for this area.  Although the RRP will not 
directly impact Mr. Cross’ property, he is welcome to participate in the 
Technical Advisory Group which will be advising WSDOT on the future 
design, maintenance, and monitoring for the RRP. 
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RESPONSE T02-003 

FHWA and WSDOT are committed to continue working with the Puyallup 
Tribal Land Use Department and other Tribal departments regarding the project. 

 




