
 
 

Oct. 9, 2015 

This week: 

 Floating pep rally a big success 
 Meet the Seattle/Bainbridge flower fairy 
 Reminder: Public meetings to discuss San Juan Islands reservation system start next week   
 Plan ahead for smaller ferries on Fauntleroy/Vashon/Southworth and Seattle/Bremerton routes 

Floating pep rally a big success 

We hosted our first ever floating pep rally on Monday, ahead of the Seahawks vs. Detroit Lions game in Seattle. 
Fans, along with the Kingston High School Buccaneers marching band, brought their game day spirit aboard the 
1:45 p.m. sailing from Bremerton to Seattle, and the Kaleetan sported a giant “12” banner, borrowed from the Space 
Needle. More than just a feel-good event, the pep rally helped us spread the word about how customers can travel 
safely and smoothly on game days. Additional photos are on our Flickr site. 

     
Meet the Seattle/Bainbridge flower fairy 

I love seeing the vases of fresh flowers in the women’s restroom on the Seattle/Bainbridge ferries and I know I’m not 
alone. Ordinary Seaman Janelle Eller carries on a long-standing tradition started by one of her predecessors, buying 
the flowers with her own money and adding a little beauty to her workplace. Earlier this week, KOMO TV profiled 
Janelle and named her the “state's secret 'ferry flower fairy.'”  

 
Reminder: Public meetings to discuss San Juan Islands reservation system start next week   

We want your input on how reservations are working in the San Juan Islands and whether or not changes could help 
the program work better for the spring/summer 2016 season. Join WSF at the Lopez Center for Community and the 
Arts, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 14, and the Orcas Senior Center, 5-7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 15, for the first two 
of four public meetings. Discussion topics include how reservations have been working for islanders, and the benefits 
and challenges of the current system. Two more public meetings are scheduled for Oct. 21 in Friday Harbor and 
Oct. 22 on Shaw Island. More information and meeting details are available online.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/sets/72157659143046508
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Meet-the-states-secret-ferry-flower-fairy-331126311.html
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Planning/VehicleReservations.htm


Plan ahead for smaller ferries on Fauntleroy/Vashon/Southworth and Seattle/Bremerton routes 

It’s time for the Cathlamet and Kittitas to go into our Eagle Harbor Maintenance Facility for their mandatory annual 
safety inspections and some maintenance work, which means both vessels will be out of service for up to four 
weeks. With the Hyak and Elwha also out for repairs, we will have a total of four vessels out of service starting 
Monday, Oct. 12. We need to move vessels around the system to ensure the highest possible level of service for 
every route. Walk-on passengers won’t see much difference in service levels, however customers planning to drive 
onto the Fauntleroy/Vashon/Southworth or Seattle/Bremerton ferries should plan for delays and reduced vehicle 
capacity. Subscribe to WSF’s travel alerts to receive the latest information.   

 
Lynne Griffith  
Assistant Secretary WSDOT/Ferries Division 
 
Hyperlinks within this email: 

 Floating pep rally Flickr photos: https://www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/sets/72157659143046508 
 KOMO TV flower story: http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Meet-the-states-secret-ferry-flower-fairy-

331126311.html 
 San Juan Islands reservations meeting information: 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Planning/VehicleReservations.htm 
 WSF travel alerts: https://secure1.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/account/index.cfm?type=Alerts 

 
Weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
 
Follow WSF on Twitter: https://twitter.com/wsferries  
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