
Dear SR 520 Program Partner,  
  
As you’ve seen and heard in the media, the Legislature adjourned on Saturday, June 29, and did not 
approve a new transportation revenue package. The package as drafted included $200 million in new 
funding to continue design, right-of-way, and mitigation work on the west side of the SR 520 Program. 
There were many legislators and outside stakeholders who expressed their support for the package and 
for continuing to make progress on the SR 520 replacement plan, but in the end, they were not successful 
with this package.  
  
Without new funding now, this means three things: 
  

1. We’re still moving forward! We will deliver the $2.7 billion funded program. We have a 
great team in place that will continue delivering all of the funded projects and associated 
mitigation, including building 77 pontoons, the floating bridge on Lake Washington, the West 
Connection Bridge, finishing the Eastside Transit and HOV Project, and the West Approach 
Bridge North (WABN). These elements each contribute greatly to the new SR 520 corridor, and 
I look forward to continued excellent delivery of these construction elements. 

2. We will continue coordination efforts to keep the West Approach Bridge North Project 
moving forward. We’re still funded for this phase of work and scheduled to begin construction 

in the summer of 2014.  We will continue to coordinate with the City of Seattle, the University of 

Washington and other key stakeholders to advance design, secure mitigation and construction 
sites and finalize agreements that will prepare us for construction. 

3. We will continue to work with the Governor, the Legislature and our partners on new 
funding opportunities. The SR 520 Program has been through lean times before, but over 
the past decade we have received $2.7 billion in funding that has led to extensive progress in 
the corridor. Replacing the vulnerable West Approach and Portage Bay bridges remains a 
priority, as well as the two lids on the west side and remaining mitigation necessary to 
implement the Program. I remain hopeful that there is broad-based support for a fully-rebuilt 
SR 520 corridor, and that additional funding will be determined in future legislative sessions. 
There is considerable work underway to study tolling on I-90 as a funding source for SR 520, 
and there may be other transportation revenue packages in the future that could include SR 
520.  

  
I sincerely thank you for your ongoing support to replace this critical link in our transportation system. As 
always, please feel free to contact me if you have questions.  
  
Sincerely, 

Julie Meredith, PE  
SR 520 Program Director  
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program  
Washington State Department of Transportation  
999 3rd Avenue, Suite 900 | Seattle, WA 98104  

Visit us at our Web site: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge/  
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