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Keeping the Corridor Open During Construction 

How would construction occur?
  •  Temporary work bridges for construction 

staging would be built next to Portage 
Bay Bridge.

 •  A four-lane detour bridge would be built in 
Union Bay and the Arboretum area.

 •  The new fl oating bridge would be built to 
the north of the existing bridge, so that 
the existing bridge could stay open during 
construction of the new fl oating bridge.

 •  Pontoons for the new fl oating bridge would 
be built off-site and fl oated in to the project 
area for construction.
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Keeping the Corridor Open During Construction 

How would project construction affect traffi c?
 •  Typically two lanes of traffi c would be maintained in 

each direction during peak weekday traffi c periods.   

 •  The Lake Washington Boulevard ramps in the Arboretum 
would be closed for three to fi ve years, affecting traffi c and 
congestion at the Montlake Boulevard interchange.

 •  The HOV lane on the Eastside between I-405 and the 
fl oating bridge would be closed for about two years, resulting 
in increased congestion.

 •  During construction, traffi c could be slower on SR 520 and 
local streets in part due to:

    ° Driver distraction

    ° Temporary detours

    ° Intermittent closures

  Mitigation

 •  WSDOT will minimize disruption and maintain the best 
possible traffi c fl ow during construction with methods 
such as:

    ° Maintaining local street access

    °  Restricting construction during major University 
of Washington events

    °  Working with the University of Washington Medical 
Center to ensure emergency vehicle access

 •  WSDOT will work with transit agencies to determine ways 
to avoid or minimize adverse affects on transit service 
during construction.
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Shaded areas are approximate. All construction staging areas are expected 
to be within WSDOT right-of-way or on WSDOT property except for the 
Montlake Boulevard Interchange area, where construction could be staged at 
McCurdy and East Montlake Parks.
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Other Construction Effects

How will WSDOT mitigate other 
construction effects?
 Noise

 •  WSDOT will monitor and ensure compliance with 
noise regulations for construction and equipment 
operation.

 •  WSDOT will work with communities and community 
groups to develop specifi c neighborhood mitigation 
measures.

 Ecosystems

 •  WSDOT will develop and implement plans to control 
erosion, sedimentation, and spills during project 
construction.

 •  All in-water project construction would be done to 
minimize affects to sensitive areas, such as wetlands, 
wildlife areas, and fi sh migration.

 Air Quality

 •  WSDOT will work to control dust and other emissions 
from construction sites by:

    °  Spraying exposed soil with water or other 
suppressants to reduce emissions of particulate 
matter.

    °  Keeping mechanical equipment in good operating 
condition to reduce exhaust emissions.


