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Comment H-11 (continued)



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

236  |  March 2010 � SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

Response to Comment H-11
Thank you for your concern. Washington State Department of a.	
Transportation acquires all needed property and property rights 
in accordance with Federal and State law. Washington State 
Department of Transportation operates under RCW 47.12 and 
Washington Administrative Code 468-100. These laws are drawn 
directly from the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and 
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and subsequently 
amended in 1987. These laws mandate that Washington State 
Department of Transportation pay just compensation for all 
property rights acquired. Just compensation is the payment 
required by law for purchase of property or property rights. If less 
than an entire parcel is acquired, just compensation also includes 
losses in value or damages, if any, to the remaining property. Your 
comment letter is describing potential damages to the remainder of 
the property. These damages would be addressed by the appraiser 
during the appraisal process. 

The median treatment within NE 72nd Avenue would not extend 
in front of your property. Southbound drivers on NE 72nd Avenue 
would be able to make a left-turn into your business, and 
drivers leaving would also be able to make a left-turn out onto 
NE 72nd Avenue.

Comment H-11 (continued)
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Washington State Department of Transportation acquires all b.	
needed property and property rights in accordance with Federal 
and State law. Washington State Department of Transportation 
operates under RCW 47.12 and Washington Administrative Code 
468-100. These laws are drawn directly from the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 
of 1970 and subsequently amended in 1987. These laws mandate 
that Washington State Department of Transportation pay just 
compensation for all property rights acquired. Just compensation is 
the payment required by law for purchase of property or property 
rights. If less than an entire parcel is acquired, just compensation 
also includes losses in value or damages, if any, to the remaining 
property.

The median treatment within NE 72c.	 nd Avenue would not extend 
in front of your property. Southbound drivers on NE 72nd Avenue 
would be able to make a left-turn into your business, and 
drivers leaving would also be able to make a left-turn out onto 
NE 72nd Avenue.
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: Frank Hunsinger (represented by Steve Morasch)Comment H-12

a
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Comment H-12 (continued)

a
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Comment H-12 (continued)

a

b

c
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Comment H-12 (continued)

c

d
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

SR 502 Corridor Widening Project� March 2010  |  247  

Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Comment H-12 (continued)
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Response to Comment H-12
Thank you for your comment. Providing only a right-in/right-a.	
out access at NE 67th Avenue and requiring those desiring to turn 
left onto or from NE 67th Avenue to travel out-of-direction and 
make u-turns could be viewed as contrary to the purpose of a 
rural center. However, there is nothing apparent in Clark County’s 
Comprehensive Plan that mandates Rural Minor Arterials to have 

Comment H-12 (continued)
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full access intersections with state highways, nor has Clark County 
adopted a circulation plan that would enable NE 67th Avenue north 
of SR 502 and intersections east of NE 72nd Avenue along SR 502 to 
circulate within the Dollars Corner Rural Center.

The traffic operations analysis indicates that any option which 
provides for a left-turn out onto SR 502 would experience high 
levels of delay even in opening year conditions, which increases the 
accident risk due to drivers becoming frustrated and attempting to 
use unsafe gaps to enter traffic.

In all instances, providing for full access on a multi-lane highway has 
higher accident rates than a two-way left-turn lane; providing fully 
controlled access via a raised median (right-in/right-out) results in 
the lowest accident rate. Case studies have shown that a right-in/ 
right-out with left-in design would likely experience accident rates 
in between the other two access options.

Since the SR 502 corridor widening project is as much a safety 
improvement as it is an SR 502 corridor mobility improvement, it is 
recommended to not allow left turns out from NE 67th Avenue and 
instead provide for a right-in/right-out with left-turns-in at NE 67th 
Avenue. If Clark County can develop a plan for and implement an 
east-west road connecting NE 67th Avenue with NE 72nd Avenue, 
adequate access and circulation would be provided.

In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or 
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

School bus routes are potentially a concern with regard to student 
safety. Currently, with only two lanes on SR 502, school buses can 
drop off students and stop traffic in both directions with their 
flashers. With a multi-lane project having any type of side street 
access onto SR 502, a school bus route would need to be located 
such that students are picked up or dropped off on the “right” side 
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of SR 502 in either direction – students would not be able to, nor 
allowed to, cross five lanes of SR 502 to either get to or from the 
school bus. As in the case of very large vehicles, the school bus 
routing would be modified to reflect the median and access. Without 
a signalized crosswalk, it is unlikely the Battle Ground School 
District would pick up or drop off on the opposite side of SR 502 
anyway, due to concerns over student safety.

Emergency vehicles could be accommodated in a variety of ways. 
Emergency median breaks are possible, but the issue would be 
enforceability (unless a gate is provided in the median to prevent 
general traffic from using the median break) or practicality (it 
takes time to find the key, unlock and open a gate, and then cross 
the median). Most of the emergency responders to Dollars Corner 
would come from either the fire station on NE 72nd Avenue south 
of SR 502, or from the Ridgefield area fire station to the west. In 
both cases, a right-in/right-out situation in Dollars Corner would 
have a moderate impact on response times, although during the 
SR 502 transportation analysis shows that this would be offset by 
a substantial reduction in delay for emergency vehicles associated 
with the widening project itself (and reducing the delay due to 
traffic congestion at major intersections along the corridor). 
However, providing for eastbound left-turns onto NE 67th Avenue 
and NE 82nd Avenue would ease concerns about emergency 
response times. Because no emergency services are located on either 
NE 67th Avenue or NE 82nd Avenue, there is no identified need to 
provide for left-turns out from either side street.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd 
Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to accommodate 
the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point.

The NE 67b.	 th Avenue area is not a high accident location and is 
not part of the current High Accident Corridor (which is a mile 
west of this intersection). The letters from Hann Lee and Steve 
Morasch agree that there is not currently an accident problem at 
this intersection. However, it is Washington State Department of 
Transportation’s opinion based on the future traffic volumes, and the 



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

272  |  March 2010 � SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

case studies examined in this memo, that allowing full, unsignalized 
access at NE 67th Avenue and SR 502 with the corridor widening 
project would increase the accident rate over time, which is 
inconsistent with the project’s purpose and need statement, which is 
presented in Chapter 1 of the draft and final environmental impact 
statement.

See response to H-12a.c.	

State Highway access is covered in RCW 47.50 (Highway Access d.	
Management). The key intent of this legislation is found in 47.50.010 
which states: “It is the policy of the legislature that: 

a)	� The access rights of an owner of property abutting the state 
highway system are subordinate to the public’s right and interest 
in a safe and efficient highway system; and 

b)	� Every owner of property which abuts a state highway has a right 
to reasonable access to that highway, unless such access has been 
acquired pursuant to chapter 47.52 RCW, but may not have the 
right of a particular means of access.” [emphasis added]

Mr. Lee’s letter implies that the current SR 502 effort would 
reclassify the access classification of SR 502. SR 502 Corridor 
access classification is identified as part of the Highway System 
Plan component of the Washington Transportation Plan, and is 
legislatively controlled under RCW 47.50. The current SR 502 effort 
is an implementation of the modified limited access classification 
already adopted and enacted for SR 502; thus, Washington State 
Department of Transportation is under no obligation to collaborate 
with Clark County on the access classification as that process has 
already taken place. However, there is a chapter of the RCW which 
does include collaboration. RCW 47.52.020, 47.52.020, “Powers of 
highway authorities regarding State facility, county road crossings”: 

The highway authorities of the state, counties, and incorporated cities 
and towns, acting alone or in cooperation with each other, or with 
any federal, state, or local agency, or any other state having authority 
to participate in the construction and maintenance of highways, may 
plan, designate, establish, regulate, vacate, alter, improve, construct, 
maintain, and provide limited access facilities for public use wherever 
the authority or authorities are of the opinion that traffic conditions, 
present or future, will justify the special facilities. However, upon 
county roads within counties, the state or county authorities are 
subject to the consent of the county legislative authority, except 
that where a state limited access facility crosses a county road the 
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department may, without the consent of the county legislative 
authority, close off the county road so that it will not intersect such 
limited access facility. 

In this case, SR 502, as a modified limited access facility, does cross 
NE 67th Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue, both of which are county 
roads and thus the last part of this citation applies. Adding in RCW 
47.52.040, “Design — Entrance and exit restricted — Closure of 
intersecting roads”, states: 

The highway authorities of the state, counties and incorporated 
cities and towns may so design any limited access facility and so 
regulate, restrict, or prohibit access as to best serve the traffic for 
which such facility is intended; and the determination of design by 
such authority shall be conclusive and final. In this connection such 
highway authorities may divide and separate any limited access facility 
into separate roadways by the construction of raised curbing, central 
dividing sections, or other physical separations, or by designating such 
separate roadways by signs, markers, stripes, and the proper lane for 
such traffic by appropriate signs, markers, stripes and other devices. 

Thus, Washington State Department of Transportation has 
the statutory authority to modify or restrict access to abutting 
properties, private roads, and public (county) roads. There is no 
obligation to provide for alternative, local circulation nor is there an 
obligation on Washington State Department of Transportation’s part 
to provide a frontage road system. 

Relying on SR 502 to provide for local traffic circulation is 
inconsistent with the statutory function of SR 502 as a State Highway 
and National Highway System corridor.
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Response to Comment H-13
Thank you for your concern. Under the Build Alternative, there a.	
would be no left turns to and from NE 87th Avenue. In order to 
travel west from NE 87th Avenue, vehicles would need to travel to 
NE 92nd Avenue and make a u-turn or follow an alternate route such 
as NE 239th Avenue.

: Richard LingleComment H-13

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Mr. RICHARD G. LINGLE: I have a very significant concern on my 
part. For a single component of what you have planned here, it has, 
to me, a tremendous negative impact both on safety and otherwise. 
I live in access of 502 off of 87th Avenue. My next door neighbor, the 
Karvonen family, operates Karvonen Sand and Gravel Paving and log 
truck business. They are up and down 87th Avenue onto 502 many 
times a day. Some of those trips are with a fully loaded log truck. 
Quite a few of them are with a dump truck and a pump trailer behind 
there. Many other trips they go north on 87th and go west on 502. If 
you block that intersection so their only access is east, they will have 
no way, even at 92nd Avenue, with those big rigs of making a u-turn 
so can go to 92nd and turn around and go west. Nor will they at any 
other intersection and even in Battle Ground. I’m concerned you will 
block 87th Avenue so that we cannot turn west. And, I believe we 
have enough traffic there and a great enough safety concern that 
you should allow a left turn at 87th Avenue. I say left turn going west.

a
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In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or 
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles can still use parallel facilities such as 199th Street, 50th 
Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to continue 
serving Dollars Corner businesses.
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Response to Comment H-14
Thank you for your comment. Research has shown that drivers are a.	
influenced by the appearance of the street and the current traffic 
conditions, not the posted speed limit. Motorists already drive at or 
above the posted speed limit of 50 miles per hour along the SR 502 
corridor. As their comfort level with driving the highway increases 
once the roadway is opened up with additional lanes, a wider 

: Mancil OgdenComment H-14

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. MANCIL OGDEN: Thank you. My name is Mancil Ogden. The 
address is 8012 NE 219th Street, Battle Ground; parcel number 
228275-000.

I propose that we lower the speed limit through Dollars Corner, it is a 
commercial zone, we all have businesses along the north side there. 
And, if I understand right, if State makes the speed limit there under 
50 miles an hour it can remove the barriers, in the center lane, to 
provide access from I-5.

I receive up to approximately seven semi trucks a day, plus various 
smaller trucks from the I-5 interexchange. And including entrance to 
my property seems kind of – well, not really fair to try and stay in 
business if you can’t get the product.

And I would also like the State to consider to move my access at 
the east end of my parcel to the west end for better access from the 
rear lot where semis can’t – pending further studies on parking and 
access from the property.

a

b

c
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median, and wider shoulders, motorists would most likely continue 
to drive at or above 50 miles per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

The turns at the signalized intersections have been designed to b.	
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire tucks 
and a pick-up with a 31-foot trailer making a left-turn or a u-turn.

In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or 
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

The proposed access approaches would remain at the current c.	
locations according to the Access Hearing Plan. One Type C 
approach would be granted at Station L 223+55 LT, and one Type 
D approach would be granted at Station L 226+45 LT for Parcel No. 
4-07813.



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

278  |  March 2010 � SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

Response to Comment H-15
Thank you for your concern. Research has shown that drivers are a.	
influenced by the appearance of the street and the current traffic 
conditions, not the posted speed limit. Motorists already drive at or 
above the posted speed limit of 50 miles per hour along the SR 502 
corridor. As their comfort level with driving the highway increases 
once the roadway is opened up with additional lanes, a wider 

: Chuck StillmanComment H-15

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. CHUCK STILLMAN: My name is Chuck Stillman, address 2211 
NE 79th Court; parcels in that area are 228318; 228317, 228317005, 
22831700.

My only concern is that you lower the speed limit to 45, and do 
away with the center divider and have access to left turn lanes. My 
property abuts on the right lane behind Dan’s Tractor – and he just 
spoke – so it gives you an idea of our in and outs.

And it would be much easier if you were wanting to go to Battle 
Ground if you could go out on 79th Court and turn left and go to 
Battle Ground instead of having to go right to 72nd and make a 
u-turn, if you could, and then head east. So it makes it very not user 
friendly.

That’s all I have to say. Thank you.

a

b
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median, and wider shoulders, motorists would most likely continue 
to drive at or above 50 miles per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

A directional median opening would be provided between NE 79b.	 th 
Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue. The exact location of this directional 
median opening would be determined as final design of the Build 
Alternative progresses. This location would be coordinated with Clark 
County to ensure that its placement is consistent with the County’s 
future transportation system. The directional median opening would 
allow left turns from SR 502; however, turns from NE 79th Avenue and 
NE 82nd Avenue would still be limited to right turns.
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Response to Comment H-16
Thank you for your comment. Research has shown that drivers are a.	
influenced by the appearance of the street and the current traffic 
conditions, not the posted speed limit. Motorists already drive at or 
above the posted speed limit of 50 miles per hour along the SR 502 
corridor. As their comfort level with driving the highway increases 
once the roadway is opened up with additional lanes, a wider 

: Carl KrehbielComment H-16

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. CARL KREHBIEL: Carl Krehbiel. Our property is 4-07796.

I would request also that the speed limit at Dollars Corners be 
reduced to 25 or 35 miles an hour for safety issues and that the 
barrier be removed at 67th, emergency vehicles cannot get to either 
side of the barrier from 50th to 72nd Avenue. The issue on the north 
side is that fire vehicles coming – emergency vehicles coming from 
the highway have to take – turn around at 72nd anywhere between 
the two roads. Likewise on the south side in order for emergency 
vehicles would have to come either – go around to 179th and 50th and 
come down 219th, and/or go around 50th and pull a u-turn, if they 
can, fire trucks, you know, can’t.

That’s all I have. Thank you.

a

b
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median, and wider shoulders, motorists would most likely continue 
to drive at or above 50 miles per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

A directional median opening would be provided at NE 67b.	 th Avenue. 
This opening would permit emergency vehicles to make left turns or 
u-turns off of the highway.

The turns at the signalized intersections have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire tucks 
and a pick-up with a 31-foot trailer making a left-turn or a u-turn. In 
the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city limits, 
the current plans call for a 6-inch high median curb which allows for 
emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point.
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Response to Comment H-17
Thank you for your comment. Washington State Department of a.	
Transportation acquires all needed property and property rights 
in accordance with Federal and State law. Washington State 
Department of Transportation operates under RCW 47.12 and 
Washington Administrative Code 468-100. These laws are drawn 

: Marcy NelsonComment H-17

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Ms. MARCY NELSON: Marcy Nelson, the property is owned by Gary 
and Marcy Nelson, the mailing address is 2800 NE 219th Street, 
Ridgefield and parcel number 4-07762.

My question is how does the State determine how the value is 
affected by changing access on a one way from a current two way 
interchange access. I want to know how our value is going to be 
determined. How that is going to be affected once it’s changed to a 
one way interchange access. 

And also as the State previously indicated with the concerns with to 
many accidents due to high speed, we would also propose that the 
speed limit be reduced along the entire corridor to 45 miles an hour. 
So we can eliminate the issue concerning the accidents and the need 
for a barrier.

Thank you.

a

b
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directly from the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and 
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and subsequently 
amended in 1987. These laws mandate that Washington State 
Department of Transportation pay just compensation for all 
property rights acquired. Just compensation is the payment required 
by law for purchase of property or property rights. If less than an 
entire parcel is acquired, just compensation also includes losses in 
value or damages, if any, to the remaining property. Your comment 
is describing property value change due to circuity of travel, which is 
not a compensable item. 

Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance b.	
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.
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Response to Comment H-18
Thank you for your concern. Washington State Department of a.	
Transportation acquires all needed property and property rights 
in accordance with Federal and State law. Washington State 
Department of Transportation operates under RCW 47.12 and 
Washington Administrative Code 468-100. These laws are drawn 

: Tom MartinComment H-18

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. TOM MARTIN: My name is Tom Martin. Our property is 
located at 8106 NE 219th Street. The parcel number is 228307-000; 
ownership number 4-07815.

Our property is located between Dan’s Tractor Company, which 
Mr. Ogden spoke about, and also next to the Martin’s Auto Clinic, 
which we have no part of, it just happens to be a similar name. You 
are saying that we would have to enter our property off of NE 82nd 
Avenue, which is a county road right of way. 

We have a concern if we come in off of 82nd Avenue how we could 
access our property we are going to be right on top of or very, very 
close to our well, which is if you look at the property is located just 
– the well is located east of this little building that you show as a 
garage.

We also have a concern about how close the property line is going to 
be to the house itself. It may possibly be so close that it might make 
the house uninhabitable.

We have a concern also that any emergency vehicle that would have 
to access our property would have to come from Battle Ground, 
which is a considerable more distance than it would be at the present 
time from Dollars Corner.

Our main concern, however, is with the well, and the problems that 
could arise from access off of 82nd Avenue.

Thank you.

a
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directly from the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and 
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and subsequently 
amended in 1987. These laws mandate that Washington State 
Department of Transportation pay just compensation for all 
property rights acquired. Just compensation is the payment required 
by law for purchase of property or property rights. If less than an 
entire parcel is acquired, just compensation also includes losses in 
value or damages, if any, to the remaining property. Your comment 
is describing damages to the remaining property due to changing 
the access location. This damage and cost to cure this damage 
would be addressed in the appraisal. The driveway for your parcel 
would change to access off of NE 82nd Avenue. The final location 
for the driveway would be coordinated through conversations 
with the property owners and Washington State Department of 
Transportation Real Estate Services staff during the appraisal process. 

Washington State Department of Transportation acquires all b.	
needed property and property rights in accordance with Federal 
and State law. Washington State Department of Transportation 
operates under RCW 47.12 and Washington Administrative Code 
468-100. These laws are drawn directly from the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 
of 1970 and subsequently amended in 1987. These laws mandate 
that Washington State Department of Transportation pay just 
compensation for all property rights acquired. Just compensation is 
the payment required by law for purchase of property or property 
rights. If less than an entire parcel is acquired, just compensation 
also includes losses in value or damages, if any, to the remaining 
property. Your comment is describing potential proximity damages. 
Any proximity damage would be discussed in the appraisal. 

There would be approximately 30 feet between the edge of the right 
of way and the edge of the pavement.

A traffic study has been conducted along the corridor to measure c.	
the emergency response times along SR 502 for three scenarios 
in the design year: the project No Build Alternative and the Build 
Alternatives with and without a median barrier. The No Build 
Alternative assumes a lower speed due to projected congestion levels 
and lack of shoulders for vehicles to pull over and yield to oncoming 
emergency response vehicles. 

It was found that response times for the Build Alternative with 
the median barrier, on average, was approximately 30 seconds 
longer than without the barrier. This shows that the median barrier 
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along the SR 502 Corridor has minimal impact on the emergency 
response time. And, in both cases, the response times for the Build 
Alternative are substantially improved in the design year over the No 
Build Alternative where the SR 502 Corridor is not widened at all.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and 
NE 92nd Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to 
accommodate the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point. 
In addition, with the directional median break at NE 67th Avenue 
and at another point east of Dollars Corner (between NE 79th 
Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue), emergency vehicles would be able 
to make a left turn off of the highway. While these options were 
not considered in the traffic study, they would improve response 
times such that there is a negligible difference between the Build 
Alternative with median and the Build Alternative without median.
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Response to Comment H-19
Thank you for your concern. Washington State Department of a.	
Transportation agrees that Mr. Hale does own two tax lots, therefore 
Washington State Department of Transportation would grant one 
Type A approach at Station L 115+20 LT to serve Lot 2 of Parcel No. 
4-07772.

: Robert HaleComment H-19

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. ROBERT HALE: Hello, my name is Robert Hale. I live at 3600 
NE 219th Street; and my parcel number – or your number – 4-07772.

I have two concerns; one, is I actually have two tax lots, and if you 
take my driveway then one tax lot becomes landlocked. So that’s a 
concern.

My second concern is I own a business, MCR, Incorporated, been 
there since 1989, we too have big semi trucks, not as frequently as 
Skip, but we have them probably twice a month, 45-footers, and 
without an access from 219th onto 37th that’s not going to happen. 
They would have to pull u-turns in the middle of 50th, and I don’t see 
that as being a safe concern.

As well as concerns about access for fire and medical.

And the really easy solution of eliminating the median and dropping 
the speed limit.

Thank you.
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In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or b.	
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

A traffic study has been conducted along the corridor to measure c.	
the emergency response times along SR 502 for three scenarios 
in the design year: the project No Build Alternative and the Build 
Alternatives with and without a median barrier. The No Build 
Alternative assumes a lower speed due to projected congestion levels 
and lack of shoulders for vehicles to pull over and yield to oncoming 
emergency response vehicles. 

It was found that response times for the Build Alternative with 
the median barrier, on average, was approximately 30 seconds 
longer than without the barrier. This shows that the median barrier 
along the SR 502 Corridor has minimal impact on the emergency 
response time. And, in both cases, the response times for the Build 
Alternative are substantially improved in the design year over the No 
Build Alternative where the SR 502 Corridor is not widened at all.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and 
NE 92nd Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to 
accommodate the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point. 
In addition, with the directional median break at NE 67th Avenue 
and at another point east of Dollars Corner (between NE 79th 
Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue), emergency vehicles would be able 
to make a left turn off of the highway. While these options were 
not considered in the traffic study, they would improve response 
times such that there is a negligible difference between the Build 
Alternative with median and the Build Alternative without median.
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Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance d.	
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.
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: Frank HunsingerComment H-20

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. FRANK HUNSINGER: My Frank Hunsinger. I own 219th, LLC 
located at 6710 NE 219th; parcel number 228100-000. Owner 
number 4-07800.

I have documentation from my attorney and also from a civil 
engineer that shows and proves that the SR 502 intersection at 67th 
Avenue should remain as a full access intersection.

As a few points to touch on that have already been discussed, as far 
as emergency vehicles, law enforcement, also which has not been 
discussed is school districts and school buses making u-turns along 
that area as well.

We have a number of residences, approximately 28, and on 67th 
on the north side, which will not be able to make that left hand 
turn or head back east toward Battle Ground without a full access 
intersection.

But along with that in the documentation I’m supporting Clark 
County Land Use Planning and zoning centers were not considered in 
limiting the access and it’s been demonstrated that Clark County has 
adopted policies and standards to support the full access intersection 
there at 67th. Also by leaving SR 502 and NE 67th Avenue open as a 
full access intersection, and it will consolidate other right-in, right-
out driveways along the corridor which will improve the mobility and 
safety of the corridor by leaving it open.

Also by doing that, the other owners in that vicinity would be able 
to use their preferred solution by inter-parcel access between 
properties, that would be possible if that access continued to be 
full access and open. Traffic operations and the mobility and safety 
will not be compromised by leaving this open. By leaving this as 
a full access, the signal at 72nd will create a sufficient gaps in the 
traffic that will allow 67th to be able to turn both directions without 
increasing safety and mobility issues. At that same time, the analysis 
conducted by WSDOT and their poll showed no safety problems at 
that corridor. 
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Response to Comment H-20
Thank you for your comment. School bus routes are potentially a a.	
concern with regard to student safety. Currently, with only two lanes 
on SR 502, school buses can drop off students and stop traffic in 
both directions with their flashers. With a multilane project having 
any type of side street access onto SR 502, a school bus route would 

Comment H-20 (continued)

We already have a 35 mile an hour corridor through there, because 
of the light also coming in at 72nd. So it’s already a safety corridor 
and it slows to 35 miles an hour, so there’s no need for a barrier.

It is our proposal that this should remain full access, as well as 
continue to remove that barrier again in commercial areas. Since it 
is already 35 miles an hour and in inserting the turning lanes and 
also the turning pockets at 67th, would be able to accommodate and 
make it much safer than leaving it as a right-in, right-out along that 
corridor.

So the documentation that I’m submitting to you today obviously 
shows a lot more data, also shows Clark County Commissioners how 
they adopted a plan to keep that as a full access, and I’ll submit that 
for your review, and hopefully will reconsider that and keep that a 
full access intersection.
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need to be located such that students are picked up or dropped off 
on the “right” side of SR 502 in either direction – students would 
not be able to, nor allowed to, cross five lanes of SR 502 to either 
get to or from the school bus. As in the case of very large vehicles, 
the school bus routing would be modified to reflect the median 
and access. Without a signalized crosswalk, it is unlikely the Battle 
Ground School District would pick up or drop off on the opposite 
side of SR 502 anyway, due to concerns over student safety. 

The directional median opening that would be provided at NE 67b.	 th 
Avenue would permit left turns from SR 502 onto NE 67th Avenue; 
however, as stated in your comment, those leaving NE 67th Avenue 
would only be able to turn right onto SR 502, so residents on the 
north side of SR 502 would need to drive to NE 50th Avenue where 
they could make a u-turn at the signalized intersection and then 
head east to Battle Ground.

Providing only a right-in/right-out access at NE 67c.	 th Avenue and 
requiring those desiring to turn left onto or from NE 67th Avenue 
to travel out-of-direction and make u-turns could be viewed as 
contrary to the purpose of a rural center. However, there is nothing 
apparent in Clark County’s Comprehensive Plan that mandates 
Rural Minor Arterials to have full access intersections with state 
highways, nor has Clark County adopted a circulation plan that 
would enable NE 67th Avenue north of SR 502 and intersections 
east of NE 72nd Avenue along SR 502 to circulate within the Dollars 
Corner Rural Center.

The traffic operations analysis indicates that any option which 
provides for a left-turn out onto SR 502 would experience high 
levels of delay even in opening year conditions, which increases the 
accident risk due to drivers becoming frustrated and attempting to 
use unsafe gaps to enter traffic.

In all instances, providing for full access on a multi-lane highway has 
higher accident rates than a two-way left-turn lane; providing fully 
controlled access via a raised median (right-in/right-out) results in 
the lowest accident rate. Case studies have shown that a right-in/ 
right-out with left-in design would likely experience accident rates 
in between the other two access options.

Since the SR 502 corridor widening project is as much a safety 
improvement as it is an SR 502 corridor mobility improvement, it is 
recommended to not allow left turns out from NE 67th Avenue and 
instead provide for a right-in/right-out with left-turns-in at NE 67th 
Avenue. If Clark County can develop a plan for and implement an 
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east-west road connecting NE 67th Avenue with NE 72nd Avenue, 
adequate access and circulation would be provided.

In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or 
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

School bus routes are potentially a concern with regard to student 
safety. Currently, with only two lanes on SR 502, school buses can 
drop off students and stop traffic in both directions with their 
flashers. With a multi-lane project having any type of side street 
access onto SR 502, a school bus route would need to be located 
such that students are picked up or dropped off on the “right” side 
of SR 502 in either direction – students would not be able to, nor 
allowed to, cross five lanes of SR 502 to either get to or from the 
school bus. As in the case of very large vehicles, the school bus 
routing would be modified to reflect the median and access. Without 
a signalized crosswalk, it is unlikely the Battle Ground School 
District would pick up or drop off on the opposite side of SR 502 
anyway, due to concerns over student safety.

Emergency vehicles could be accommodated in a variety of ways. 
Emergency median breaks are possible, but the issue would be 
enforceability (unless a gate is provided in the median to prevent 
general traffic from using the median break) or practicality (it 
takes time to find the key, unlock and open a gate, and then cross 
the median). Most of the emergency responders to Dollars Corner 
would come from either the fire station on NE 72nd Avenue south 
of SR 502, or from the Ridgefield area fire station to the west. In 
both cases, a right-in/right-out situation in Dollars Corner would 
have a moderate impact on response times, although during the 
SR 502 transportation analysis shows that this would be offset by 
a substantial reduction in delay for emergency vehicles associated 
with the widening project itself (and reducing the delay due to 
traffic congestion at major intersections along the corridor). 
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However, providing for eastbound left-turns onto NE 67th Avenue 
and NE 82nd Avenue would ease concerns about emergency 
response times. Because no emergency services are located on either 
NE 67th Avenue or NE 82nd Avenue, there is no identified need to 
provide for left-turns out from either side street.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd 
Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to accommodate 
the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point.

The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve d.	
safety and mobility along the SR 502 corridor. Median barrier is 
a proven safety technology that provides a positive separation of 
opposing vehicle movements and eliminates left turns. Median barri-
ers are recommended for use on multilane roadways with projected 
traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 vehicles per day and design 
speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. Research from many states 
indicates that raised medians are safer than two-way left-turn lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.
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The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

A directional median opening would be provided at NE 67th Avenue, 
which would allow left turns from SR 502.

Research has shown that drivers are influenced by the appearance e.	
of the street and the current traffic conditions, not the posted speed 
limit. Motorists already drive at or above the posted speed limit of 
50 miles per hour along the SR 502 corridor. As their comfort level 
with driving the highway increases once the roadway is opened 
up with additional lanes, a wider median, and wider shoulders, 
motorists would most likely continue to drive at or above 50 miles 
per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.
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: John RankinComment H-21

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. JOHN RANKIN: My name is John Rankin, I’m an attorney from 
Sherwood, Oregon. I’m representing – I’ll give you my address 503 
– well 26705 SW Baker Road, Sherwood, Oregon. I’m representing 
three clients today, one is Don Krehbiel; 4-07796; the other is 
Eugene and Jennifer Vankoll of 4-07797; and the final one is Dollie 
and Clara Fambro and that parcel number is 4-07679.

The first thing I wanted to do was support – offer our support on 
behalf of all three of my clients for the full access comments that 
were made just previous to my conversation here, my testimony 
here, relative to 67th. I think full access on 67th is a meaningful 
solution to some of the difficulties you already heard about this 
afternoon.

I also would solve one of the issues that Carl spoke to earlier in his 
testimony. One of issues that is of concern I think to most everybody 
along this strip is some of them have already received a fair amount 
of activity on the property from WSDOT. In other words, they have 
received some appraisal activity, some relocation activity, that 
sort of thing, and now we see the access issues in the light of day. 
And I think the key here is maybe Chris, you, or David can speak 
to the issue of is there anything else relative to the access issue 
right now that will come forth from WSDOT? Is there – apart from 
refinements we expect that, we hope there will be refinements with 
the comments that you have received written and oral testimony. 
Is there going to be anything else coming down the pike apart from 
this final access hearing? Before letters – offer letters and appraisals 
begin to be refined.

Mr. CHRIS TAMS: We have no changes to that, those plans, that I 
know of right now. Other than we’ll re-evaluate as part of this access 
hearing, but nothing else to my knowledge.

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. JOHN RANKIN: My name is John Rankin, I’m an attorney from 
Sherwood, Oregon. I’m representing – I’ll give you my address 503 
– well 26705 SW Baker Road, Sherwood, Oregon. I’m representing 
three clients today, one is Don Krehbiel; 4-07796; the other is 
Eugene and Jennifer Vankoll of 4-07797; and the final one is Dollie 
and Clara Fambro and that parcel number is 4-07679.

The first thing I wanted to do was support – offer our support on 
behalf of all three of my clients for the full access comments that 
were made just previous to my conversation here, my testimony 
here, relative to 67th. I think full access on 67th is a meaningful 
solution to some of the difficulties you already heard about this 
afternoon.

I also would solve one of the issues that Carl spoke to earlier in his 
testimony. One of issues that is of concern I think to most everybody 
along this strip is some of them have already received a fair amount 
of activity on the property from WSDOT. In other words, they have 
received some appraisal activity, some relocation activity, that 
sort of thing, and now we see the access issues in the light of day. 
And I think the key here is maybe Chris, you, or David can speak 
to the issue of is there anything else relative to the access issue 
right now that will come forth from WSDOT? Is there – apart from 
refinements we expect that, we hope there will be refinements with 
the comments that you have received written and oral testimony. 
Is there going to be anything else coming down the pike apart from 
this final access hearing? Before letters – offer letters and appraisals 
begin to be refined.

Mr. CHRIS TAMS: We have no changes to that, those plans, that I 
know of right now. Other than we’ll re-evaluate as part of this access 
hearing, but nothing else to my knowledge.
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Response to Comment H-21
Thank you for your comment. A directional median opening would a.	
be provided at NE 67th Avenue. The directional median opening 
would provide vehicles the opportunity to make left turns from 
SR 502 onto NE 67th Avenue.

Comment H-21 (continued)

Mr. JOHN RANKIN: So no other issues or elements of the takings of 
the improvements of the project, the SR 502 project, that property 
owners have to deal with in duress. I mean, we can get right to the 
individual issues for each project for each property rather, and the 
negotiations with WSDOT. Is that what I’m hearing you say?

Mr. RICK KENISTON: My name is Rick Keniston, I’m the WSDOT 
Northwest Project Developer Engineer. We are in the middle of our 
environmental impact statement for this project, so there is still an 
opportunity for the public to be public for the comment period as that 
progresses through the process. 

Mr. JOHN RANKIN: I think the concern I have is that my clients, a 
couple of my clients, as far as changes in the project and impact on 
their properties. And if access is going to be the last thing with some 
potential environmental issues, it would be nice to be able to finalize 
all of that in order for the appraisal activity to be refined, before 
the appraisal activity has to be refined. And a lot of properties as I 
understand haven’t been appraised yet, the letter obviously went 
out, but some have. So I just wanted to make sure that I understood 
and maybe the folks here can understand what the process looks like 
from here out.

Mr. RICK KENISTON: Our process of discussing the property 
acquisition with willing property sellers. When it gets to the point 
where – not willingness then to go to the environmental impact 
statement process then that allows us to go – if there’s a dispute 
over the property, that’s after the environmental impact statement.

Mr. JOHN RANKIN: Thank you. I think that’s all I have. Thank you, 
very much.

c

d
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As noted in the access hearing, no changes to the design of the Build b.	
Alternative were anticipated at the time of the access hearing. Only 
very minor shifts and adjustments have been made since then as the 
design team works on fine tuning the details of the final design.

As noted in the access hearing, the comment period for the draft c.	
environmental impact statement was the only other upcoming stage 
in the process in which additional changes could be triggered based 
on public comments received during that period.

As noted in the access hearing, Washington State Department of d.	
Transportation plans to begin acquisition of properties from willing 
sellers first. After publication of the Record of Decision for the final 
environmental impact statement, Washington State Department of 
Transportation would pursue acquisitions from other sellers.
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Response to Comment H-22
Thank you for your concern. A traffic study has been conducted a.	
along the corridor to measure the emergency response times along 
SR 502 for three scenarios in the design year: the project No Build 
Alternative and the Build Alternatives with and without a median 
barrier. The No Build Alternative assumes a lower speed due to 

: Richard LingleComment H-22

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. RICHARD LINGLE: Richard Lingle, 21235 NE 87th Avenue, 
Battle Ground parcel 4-07900.

I am here with significant concern. I’m a retired fire chief for fire 
district 11. I worked for 30 years at the fire station in Dollars Corner. 
My concern is if we have some kind of incident that is just east of 
Dollars Corner, and the fire truck has to go clear to 92nd Avenue, slow 
down, make a u-turn, and come back almost another mile, we’re 
talking four to five minutes, life and the protection of life, and the 
protection of property is time critical with no left turn capability for 
fire and medical, life is in jeopardy. When you make a no left turn 
for fire trucks and ambulances you’re putting more life in jeopardy, 
in my estimation, than anything else do it just for safety. Please, 
reconsider. For those areas that are growing rapidly that there are 
many homes and businesses right now and there will be more in 
the future, and making a fire truck access left off the road always 
available.

Thank you.

a
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projected congestion levels and lack of shoulders for vehicles to pull 
over and yield to oncoming emergency response vehicles. 

It was found that response times for the Build Alternative with 
the median barrier, on average, was approximately 30 seconds 
longer than without the barrier. This shows that the median barrier 
along the SR 502 Corridor has minimal impact on the emergency 
response time. And, in both cases, the response times for the Build 
Alternative are substantially improved in the design year over the No 
Build Alternative where the SR 502 Corridor is not widened at all.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and 
NE 92nd Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to 
accommodate the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point. 
In addition, with the directional median break at NE 67th Avenue 
and at another point east of Dollars Corner (between NE 79th 
Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue), emergency vehicles would be able 
to make a left turn off of the highway. While these options were 
not considered in the traffic study, they would improve response 
times such that there is a negligible difference between the Build 
Alternative with median and the Build Alternative without median.
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: Richard RossComment H-23

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. RICHARD ROSS: My name is Richard Ross. 7316 NE 219th 
Street, we’re in Dollars Corner; parcel 4-07807. 

I have emergency vehicles that it takes me ten minutes longer to get 
to a wreck, right now it’s 20 minutes. People get killed in car wrecks. 
I own Ross and Ross Company in Battle Ground, and Yacolt and 
Amboy, all the surrounding areas. I had a barrier on 299th, when they 
put that up we had wrecks ten times more, and people got killed, 
hurt, crippled.

Now the fire trucks can’t get to us, to my location. I own a car lot 
there, it would be gone, so that’s a problem for me.

I have to relocate my towing company because I cannot get trucks 
out to wrecks within a 10 minute or a 20 minute period.

I have a wrecking yard, it’s been there since 1931, we cannot get 
semi trucks in and out of there to haul my trucks to my cars, we 
crush cars, you know, so we have a lot of trucks in and out of there.

We have to stop traffic to get in and out of our yard, because traffic 
has gone up four times faster now. We’ve been there since 1962, 
I used to be able to pull up and go, now I have to sit there for 15 
minutes to try to get out of the driveway. That’s why I think it should 
be 25 miles an hour too.

And the barriers are going to create a lot more wrecks, I have 
experience in that, I’ve done it for many, many, years. Every time 
they put a barrier up people will turn around, they get in a wreck. 
They don’t know where they are going, they turn around and cause 
two car wrecks.

a

b
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Response to Comment H-23
Thank you for your comment. A traffic study has been conducted a.	
along the corridor to measure the emergency response times along 
SR 502 for three scenarios in the design year: the project No Build 
Alternative and the Build Alternatives with and without a median 
barrier. The No Build Alternative assumes a lower speed due to 

Comment H-23 (continued)

But, anyhow, I want to say that this will impact me and my family we 
have homes there. It’s going to create a lot of problems for me and 
my family, we’ve been there for many years, my neighbors. We have 
to buy property behind us to move back. Some of us can’t do that. 
Our property is going to be changing, our wrecking yard, it’s going to 
change the zoning on that, so I’m going to be – I don’t know how it’s 
going to workout yet – but I’ve been told it’s going to interfere with 
my, you know, wrecking yard. Let’s see, what else was there?

As it is now, fire trucks have a hard time getting to it, if you put 
barriers up it would be like he said five to ten minutes, my house will 
be gone, or my wrecking yard, I got a lot of cars out there, if one car 
were to burn, wow, imagine that.

Thank you.

f

a
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projected congestion levels and lack of shoulders for vehicles to pull 
over and yield to oncoming emergency response vehicles. 

It was found that response times for the Build Alternative with 
the median barrier, on average, was approximately 30 seconds 
longer than without the barrier. This shows that the median barrier 
along the SR 502 Corridor has minimal impact on the emergency 
response time. And, in both cases, the response times for the Build 
Alternative are substantially improved in the design year over the No 
Build Alternative where the SR 502 Corridor is not widened at all.

All of the major intersections along the corridor (NE 10th Avenue, 
NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd Avenue, and 
NE 92nd Avenue) have been designed with signalization and to 
accommodate the turning radius of a fire truck making a u-turn.

In the Dollars Corner vicinity and within the Battle Ground city 
limits, the current plans call for a six-inch high median curb which 
allows emergency vehicles to traverse it to make a turn at any point. 
In addition, with the directional median break at NE 67th Avenue 
and at another point east of Dollars Corner (between NE 79th 
Avenue and NE 82nd Avenue), emergency vehicles would be able 
to make a left turn off of the highway. While these options were 
not considered in the traffic study, they would improve response 
times such that there is a negligible difference between the Build 
Alternative with median and the Build Alternative without median.

Improvement of safety and mobility are the two primary purposes of b.	
the project. The proposed improvements to SR 502 – the addition of 
travel lanes, signalized intersections, turn lanes, and so forth would 
improve traffic flow along the corridor. Like emergency vehicles, 
trucks leaving your property would have improved travel times over 
the No Build Alternative, and there would be a negligible difference 
in the response time under the Build Alternative with and without a 
median barrier.

In the case of very large vehicles such as fuel trucks or single- or c.	
double-unit semis, these vehicles face similar obstacles in more 
urban areas such as in the Battle Ground and Vancouver urban areas 
where arterials such as Main Street (SR 502), SR 503, Mill Plain and 
SE 164th Avenue all have median-controlled facilities which require 
u-turns at signalized intersections. In all cases, these facilities are 
not designed to accommodate u-turns for very large vehicles. 
Distribution routes for these vehicles are typically altered when 
access management improvements are built, so that the vehicle can 
enter businesses via right-turns. In the case of Dollars Corner, very 
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large vehicles could still use parallel facilities such as NE 199th Street, 
NE 50th Avenue, and SR 503 to revise their distribution routes to 
continue serving Dollars Corner businesses.

Improvement of safety and mobility are the two primary purposes d.	
of the project. The proposed improvements to SR 502 - the addition 
of travel lanes, signalized intersections, turn lanes, a median to 
reduce the number of vehicle conflicts and improve safety along the 
corridor, would improve traffic flow and safety along the corridor. 
Under the preferred alternative one would no longer be able to make 
left turns in or out of your driveway but could still make a right 
turn into or from your driveway onto SR 502 and use the signalized 
intersections for u-turns. Although you may need to travel out of 
direction after left turns are removed, the overall improvements to 
the corridor should reduce travel time from your property to your 
trip destinations, and vice versa. Because you would only be turning 
right out of your driveway, it should take less time since you would 
not have to watch for traffic traveling in both directions or cross a 
lane of traffic; further the addition of a travel lane in each direction 
as well as signalized intersections along the corridor would make the 
traffic you are entering flow more smoothly, facilitating your ability 
to make a right turn.

The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve e.	
safety and mobility along the SR 502 corridor. Median barrier is 
a proven safety technology that provides a positive separation of 
opposing vehicle movements and eliminates left turns. Median 
barriers are recommended for use on multilane roadways with 
projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 vehicles per day and 
design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. Research from many 
states indicates that raised medians are safer than two-way left-turn 
lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
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u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, 
NE 72nd Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning 
movement. The intersection designs include signalization and 
channelization for left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to 
accommodate the turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks 
or a pickup with a 31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.

Washington State Department of Transportation acquires all f.	
needed property and property rights in accordance with Federal 
and State law. Washington State Department of Transportation 
operates under RCW 47.12 and Washington Administrative Code 
468-100. These laws are drawn directly from the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 
of 1970 and subsequently amended in 1987. These laws mandate 
that Washington State Department of Transportation pay just 
compensation for all property rights acquired. Just compensation is 
the payment required by law for purchase of property or property 
rights. If less than an entire parcel is acquired, just compensation 
also includes losses in value or damages, if any, to the remaining 
property.

No changes to zoning are proposed in association with the SR 502 
Corridor Widening Project.



Appendix G  |  Record of Comments

306  |  March 2010 � SR 502 Corridor Widening Project

Response to Comment H-24
Thank you for your comment. Research has shown that drivers are a.	
influenced by the appearance of the street and the current traffic 
conditions, not the posted speed limit. Motorists already drive at or 
above the posted speed limit of 50 miles per hour along the SR 502 
corridor. As their comfort level with driving the highway increases 

: Vernon DollarComment H-24

LIMITED ACCESS HEARING, JANUARY 14th, 2009

Mr. VERNON DOLLAR: My name is Vernon Dollar.

You know, Chris, all this testimony, all the people here, the reason 
that we’re here is the barrier. Everybody that I have talked to, 
everybody that I know, all you have to do is drop the speed limit, 
take that 14-foot median down, and make a left turn lane. There’s 
a lot of people that I have known all my life here and they have 
property that will not be accessible off of SR 502, and in doing that 
you’re ruining the value of their property. And I agree with the State 
we do need to widen and improve SR 502. And I’m not against it, I 
would just like to see these people be able to use their property, and 
with the fire and safety.

That’s all I have to say.

a
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once the roadway is opened up with additional lanes, a wider 
median, and wider shoulders, motorists would most likely continue 
to drive at or above 50 miles per hour despite a lower posted speed.

Lower speed limits can actually increase the collision potential 
thereby decreasing safety. If a low speed is posted, which drivers 
perceive as too low, most drivers ignore the signs, while a few will 
try to stay within the posted speed limit. This disrupts the uniform 
traffic flow and increases collision potential between the faster 
and the slower drivers. In addition, when traffic is traveling at 
different speeds, the accuracy of the judgments of speeds by crossing 
motorists decreases. Research has shown that when vehicles travel 
about the same speed, accidents are minimized.

Even in Dollars Corner, where the posted speed limit is lower than 
the rest of the corridor at 35 miles per hour, the left turn lanes at 
the NE 72nd Avenue intersection as well as the directional median 
openings at NE 67th Avenue and east of Dollars Corner would 
require concrete curbing to restrict roadway crossing movements 
from driveways located along the turn lane length and to channelize 
traffic flow and protect the turning vehicles.

The purpose of the SR 502 Corridor Widening Project is to improve 
safety and mobility along the SR 502 corridor. Median barrier is 
a proven safety technology that provides a positive separation of 
opposing vehicle movements and eliminates left turns. Median 
barriers are recommended for use on multilane roadways with 
projected traffic volumes of greater than 24,000 vehicles per day and 
design speeds greater than 40 miles per hour. Research from many 
states indicates that raised medians are safer than two-way left-turn 
lanes.

Based on historic growth patterns and the land use plans 
implemented by Clark County and the City of Battle Ground, 
population in Battle Ground and north Clark County is expected to 
continue to grow. With this growth, the SR 502 roadway is expected 
to accommodate 42,000 vehicles per day by 2033, so median barriers 
are the appropriate safety technology for this roadway, especially 
with the addition of another travel lane in each direction, which 
would provide mobility on SR 502.

The need for a median barrier on SR 502, however, also necessitates 
the use of u-turns to travel to locations on the opposite side of the 
highway. Left turns into and out of driveways are less safe than 
u-turns and comprise the majority of driveway crashes. Studies 
have shown that making a u-turn at a median opening to get to the 
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opposite side of a busy highway is about 25 percent safer than a 
direct left turn from an access point. 

The major intersections at NE 29th Avenue, NE 50th Avenue, NE 72nd 
Avenue, and NE 92nd Avenue would provide full turning movement. 
The intersection designs include signalization and channelization for 
left and u-turns. The turns have been designed to accommodate the 
turning radii of large vehicles, such as fire trucks or a pickup with a 
31-foot trailer, making a left turn or a u-turn.

The u-turns would be managed by the traffic signals in the same 
manner as left turns – typically a green arrow allows the left and 
u-turning vehicles their own movement during the signal cycle 
while opposing through traffic and conflicting right turn movements 
have red signals. This would eliminate the other conflicting 
movements at the same time that would require quick reaction time 
or judgment. Further, since driveway movements would be limited 
to right turns only, drivers leaving driveways along the SR 502 
corridor would wait for a gap in traffic in only one direction rather 
than two directions in order to travel to the left.


