February 13, 2015
Weekly Update to Constituents: SR 305 Agate Pass Bridge

WSDOT would like to share with you how the cleaning project is going on the State Route 305 Agate
Pass Bridge. As scheduled, work began on Monday, Feb. 9. Each day this week, traffic has been reduced
to one alternating lane across the bridge from 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are pleased to report that traffic
has been manageable and work is progressing well.

Our traffic data show that on average, we are seeing a 15% reduction in traffic volumes during the
daytime work hours. This reduction is allowing our flagging crews to keep traffic delays to a minimum,
typically between 5 and 20 minutes throughout the day. During the first three days of work, the longest
delays reached about 15 minutes. On Thursday, Feb. 12, delays were closer to 20 minutes. We hope
motorists will continue to heed our request to reduce discretionary trips, alter their schedules and if
possible, use the ferries in Kingston and Bremerton.

From a work perspective, crews have been simultaneously cleaning the bridge, making repairs and
retrofitting the railing.

As planned, crews will work throughout the weekend, and will reduce the bridge to one lane at 7:45
a.m. on Saturday and Sunday (an hour earlier than the weekday closure). On Monday, crews will open
the lane 15 minutes earlier, at 2:45 p.m., to accommodate President’s Day traffic. To date no significant
repair issues have been seen.

WSDOT would like to thank you for your continued support while we tackle this needed work.

Photos:
The photo above shows three under-bridge-inspection Crews are installing rail risers to increase the height of the bridge
trucks (UBITs) off the side and under the bridge. The railing to 42 inches (a new requirement by Labor and Industries).
light green bar in the foreground is one UBIT, from

which the photo was taken. Two more UBITs can be
seen in the background. The difficulty of safely
maneuvering the UBITs through the tight spaces
between girders is one reason daytime work is
necessary.
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This photo is a good example of how dirt and debris have
collected on the bridge. The five-gallon buckets are used
to hoist the dirt to the bridge deck and haul it away.

Here is the same section of bridge post-cleaning. From
this point on, crews will be able to clean the bridge
annually by flushing it without degrading the quality of
water running below.

Here is a photo of a repaired sidewalk crack. It is typical
of the repairs the bridge crews are performing. They
used a specialized concrete patching material designed
for vertical faces.

Debris removed on Day 1 of cleaning. Crews have
removed several tons of debris this week from the
bridge.




