
 
 

April 19, 2013  

This Week: 
• Earth Day is Monday 
• Fauntleroy Terminal: Barton Pump Station construction activity 
• Kwa-di Tabil Class meeting 
• WSF quarterly project review 

 
Earth Day is Monday 
In honor of Earth Day on Monday, April 22, I want to share programs and projects that underscore WSF’s 
commitment to the environment. Protecting the environment encompasses every aspect of our work - 
from planning, design and construction, through operation and maintenance of the ferry system. I am 
proud of our employees for their contributions towards sustainability. 
 
EnviroStars certification for WSF terminals 
On Wednesday, on behalf of WSF, I accepted the EnviroStars certification for ten of our terminals (note 
that we would have applied for certification for all terminals, but the program is not available in all 
counties). EnviroStars certification is a no-cost third-party verification of good business practices that 
protect our waters and reduce waste.  
 
Biodiesel 
As of February 2013, all of WSF’s 22 vessels use B5 biodiesel – a blend of 5 percent biodiesel and 95 
percent ultra-low sulfur diesel. Operating on biodiesel fuel blends can reduce emissions of particulate 
matter, the leading airborne health risk in Puget Sound. 
 
PVA Waters certification for WSF vessels 
The national Passenger Vessel Association has granted certification in its PVA Waters program for all of 
WSF’s 22 vessels. PVA Waters is a voluntary program that provides a comprehensive look at the “green" 
movement, while offering realistic ideas for ways in which PVA members can easily adopt or expand 
environmentally friendly practices. 
 
Fuel Conservation 
Last year, the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials recognized WSF with 
the President’s Transportation Award for WSF’s innovative work to save 180,000 gallons of fuel and more 
than $700,000 per year on the Edmonds/Kingston route, one of the most well-traveled routes in the 
system.  
 
Liquefied Natural Gas 
WSF is exploring an option to use liquefied natural gas (LNG) as a source of fuel for propulsion. LNG 
provides an opportunity to reduce fuel costs, and better the environment by decreasing emissions.   
 
Hyak Hybrid Project 
WSF is undertaking a project to convert the Hyak propulsion system to use cutting-edge hybrid 
technology, saving fuel and reducing emissions.  
 
Fauntleroy Terminal: Barton Pump Station construction activity 
Pile driving at King County’s Barton Pump Station is scheduled to begin Monday, Apr. 22, through 
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Thursday, Apr. 25. Crews will begin site preparation and pre-drilling on Monday, Apr. 15. Drivers and 
passengers should use caution when transiting through the area. For more information, visit the Barton 
Street Pump Station upgrade project Web page.   
 
Kwa-di Tabil Class meeting 
On Thursday, I participated in a meeting with Rep. Norma Smith, Rep. Larry Seaquist, WSF leadership 
and fleet members, along with Ferry Advisory Committee members to discuss the Kwa-di Tabil Class. We 
had a constructive discussion and identified a path forward, including modification of the list on the Salish. 
We would then assess the performance of the Salish, prior to modifying the list on the Chetzemoka and 
Kennewick. WSF will also establish a Kwa-di Tabil Class improvement team to meet quarterly to discuss 
and prioritize other improvements to the vessel class. 
 
WSF quarterly project review 
On Wednesday, we welcomed WSDOT headquarters staff to our offices to review the status of various 
WSF projects and answer questions. It also served as an opportunity for WSF to thank retiring WSDOT 
Assistant Secretary/Chief Engineer Jerry Lenzi for his commitment to the ferry system.  
 
Next Week: 

• Passenger Vessel Association congressional and board meetings 
• Tribal consultation meetings 
 

David Moseley’s weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 

To unsubscribe, reply to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject of the e-mail. 

 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wtd/Construction/Seattle/BartonSt.aspx
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/8662671293/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/8662671293/in/photostream/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly

