
Why extend State Route (SR) 167

State Route (SR) 167 is the primary freeway connecting the Kent and Puyallup 
River valleys to the Seattle/Tacoma/Bellevue metropolitan area. The SR 167 
Extension project builds the remaining four miles of SR 167, completing a long 
planned connection to Interstate 5 (I-5) and providing a critical link in the state’s 
highway network.

What are the benefits of the  
SR 167 Extension?
•	Congestion	relief	on	local	roads	and 

other highways by providing a faster 
and safer travel option

•	Faster,	safer	and	more	effective	
freight movement

•	 Improved	regional	mobility
•	Enhanced	surface	water	quality	and	

improved stream habitat

How is the project funded?

The project will continue to purchase 
right of way and advance design using 
the following sources:

•	2003	Gas	Tax 
(Nickel	Funding)	– $63.3 million

•	2005	Gas	Tax	 
(Partnership	Funding)	– $70.0 million 
($63.4 million in ‘09-‘11)

•	Other	State	Funds	– $13.1 million

•	Federal	Funds	– $13.0 million

•	Local	Funds	– $484,792

•	Total	Funding	Available	From	All	
Sources	– $159.9 million

When will WSDOT begin 
construction?

The project does not currently have 
construction funding. The project team 
will continue to develop the design 
and purchase as much right of way as 
possible to preserve the corridor for 
future	construction.	Current	funding	
will allow us to purchase approximately 
50	percent	of	the	corridor	and	
continue	design	through	2011.
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What will the SR 167 Extension look like?

This new highway segment will provide two general purpose lanes in each 
direction	and	will	also	include	a	HOV	lane	in	each	direction	from	I-5	to	Puyallup.	
The	project	will	build	five	interchanges	located	at	SR	509,	54th	Avenue,	I-5,	Valley	
Avenue	and	SR	161	(Meridian).	This	project	also	includes	a	new	connection	from	
SR	509	to	I-5.	The	new	highway	extension	will	provide	travelers	with	a	faster,	
safer travel option.
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How will the SR 167 Extension  
relieve congestion?

The extension provides a vital link between south King 
County	and	east	Pierce	County,	and	an	alternative	to	I-5.	
This direct connection from SR 161 in Puyallup to I-5 in 
Tacoma will reduce freeway and local street congestion. 
Designed to current highway standards, the extension will 
have limited access points via freeway entrances and exits

How will the SR 167 Extension move freight 
faster, safer and more effectively?

Extending SR 167 unites one-third of the region’s 
distribution	and	storage	facilities	to	one	of	North	America’s	
largest container ports. Each year, truck traffic increases as 
the Port of Tacoma imports and exports billions of dollars of 
goods and commodities.

The SR 167 Extension is a critical missing link in the state’s highway network. Its completion is expected to improve 
safety and reduce congestion along local roads and freeways in the surrounding area.

ADA	Statement:	Materials	can	be	provided	in	alternative	formats:	large	
print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities 
by	calling	the	Office	of	Equal	Opportunity	(OEO)	at	(360)	705-7097.	Persons	
who	are	deaf	or	hard	of	hearing	may	contact	OEO	through	Washington	
Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title	VI	Information:	WSDOT	ensures	full	compliance	with	Title	VI	of	the	
Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	by	prohibiting	discrimination	against	any	person	
on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefits 
and services resulting from its federally assisted programs and activities. 
For	questions	regarding	WSDOT’s	Title	VI	Program,	you	may	contact	the	
Department’s	Title	VI	Coordinator	at	(360)	705-7098.

For more information

Steve	Fuchs,	Project	Engineer
WSDOT	SR	167	Extension	Office
P.O.	Box	47375	
Olympia,	WA	98504-7375	
(360)	570-6660	or	1-888-323-7732
FuchsS@wsdot.wa.gov

Project Web site:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR167/
TacomaToEdgewood

How will the SR 167 Extension enhance surface 
water quality and improve stream habitat?

The project’s Riparian Restoration Program (RRP) is an 
innovative approach to managing stormwater. The RRP 
involves removing man-made intrusions adjacent to local 
streams and restoring these stream buffers and habitat 
to their natural condition. This program will help prevent 
streambank erosion, enhance native plant diversity and 
manage invasive plant species, restore natural hydrologic 
processes,	maintain	or	enhance	surface	water	quality,	and	
improve fish and wildlife habitat.


