
WSDOT/ACEC Structures Team  

March 12, 2010 Meeting 

WSDOT Bridge and Structures 
ELG Building - Tumwater 
 
Attendees: 

WSDOT ACEC  Guests 
Geoff Swett Mark Johnson (CH2M HILL)  Bijan Khaleghi 
Eric Schultz Paul Bott (HDR)    
Jesse Beaver Yuhe Yang (PB)   
Scott Sargent David Goodyear (TY Lin)  
Jeri Bernstein Jim Schettler (Jacobs)  
  
  
 

Agenda:  

1. Review list of interested candidates for the Team membership 

2. Continue BDM Updates to Chapter 7 

9:00 am  • Review Minutes of Previous Meeting 
• Review Action Items  

Last month’s meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Action Items from Previous Meeting: 
• Post revised charter on the WSDOT/ACEC committee website (Geoff)  - Done 

• Solicit prospective candidates for new ACEC members (Mark) – Done – 13 
candidates responded  

• Look into adding another WSDOT member to committee (Geoff) – Discussed by 
the team and it was decided that we would solicit interest from a WSDOT Project 
Engineer or Engineering Manager – Jesse will pursue. 

• Send proposed revisions to Chapter 7 of the BDM to WSDOT Bridge Technical 
Committee and Tony Messmer for review (Geoff) – Bridge Technical Committee 
meeting in March was cancelled. Will present to the Committee at the April 
meeting. Geoff will also meet with Tony to review proposed changes. 

• Confirm that Design Memo #12-2009 (8/20/2009) will be incorporated into 
Chapter 7 by others (Geoff) – yes this memo will be incorporated in Chapter 7. 
Geoff is working on this and will complete prior to next meeting. 

• Continue to review Chapter 7 and bring comments to the next meeting. (All) 

• Invite Bob Dyer to next month’s March meeting (Geoff) – Bob will be invited to a 
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meeting after the BDM revision effort for Chapter 7 is completed. 

• Set up next several meeting invitations (Geoff) - Done 

9:15 am to 12:30 am  Open Discussion 
Discussion Topics: 

Committee Membership 

The team discussed the current membership and method for rotating members on and off. 
It was decided that new members would be asked to join in groups of 2 or 3, overlap a 
month or two with the current members, and then the current members would rotate off.  
This will occur a few times over the next year. 

A survey was posted on the Washington ACEC website soliciting interest for new team 
members to the Bridge and Structures Subcommittee Team.  Thirteen well qualified 
individuals responded and the team was very pleased with the response.  The survey on 
the website will be closed on March 26th.   

The team then discussed the criteria for selection of new members.  WSDOT would 
provide input but the ultimate selections would be made by the ACEC consultant 
members.  The selection criteria established by the team is listed below: 

1. Preference to candidates that are actively involved in bridge design issues on a 
day to day basis and who’s primary experience is related to bridge structures 

2. Maximum of 1 member per firm on the committee at one time 

3. Candidate and/or candidates firm is, or has been involved with WSDOT projects 
in the past 

4. Preference to rotate first time members on, although previous committee members 
could rotate back on the team after 2 rotations (3 years per term = 6 years) 

5. Preference to firms that have not been represented previously on the team 

Open discussions on the 13 candidates occurred and 3 were selected.  The selected 
candidates will be invited to the May meeting.  The remainder of the interested 
candidates, and any new candidates that apply by March 26th, will be available for 
selection for the remaining 3 spots on the team.  The selection will occur over the 
remainder of 2010.   

Status of BDM Updates  

The Bridge Office is continuing to work on revisions to the BDM and is planning on 
publishing updates to the BDM this year. A final draft of proposed revisions is due by 
April 30.  The committee is assisting by proposing revisions to Chapter 7. Geoff will take 
the committee’s proposed Chapter 7 revisions to the next WSDOT Bridge Technical 
Committee meeting later this month for review (The March meeting was canceled). He 
will also forward the revisions to Tony Messmer (Chapter 7 author) for review.  

Geoff updated the team on WSDOT’s policy for any future revisions to the BDM.  
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Design memos will no longer be issued. Revisions will be made directly to the 
appropriate BDM Chapter(s) and then issued to all BDM holders on a regular set 
schedule.  The process to be utilized for making changes will be outlined in Chapter 1 of 
the BDM.  Anyone can propose a change and submit to the appropriate BDM Chapter 
author for review.  The BDM will also be updated on the web.  The team discussed 
potential issues with having a continuously updated version of the BDM on the web for 
design-build contracts.  The design-build contracts choose the current version of the 
BDM when RFP’s are requested and when a design-builder is awarded the project.  
Revisions beyond that point need to be added by change order. Therefore, access to the 
appropriate version of the BDM will need to be available.  The team suggested that a .pdf 
snapshot of the BDM be posted on the web with each update. That way, anyone could go 
back to the version that was made official to the design build contract.  Geoff will pass 
this suggestion on to Bijan. 

 

BDM – Suggested Revisions to Chapter 7 

The team continued to work on revisions to Chapter 7, specifically section 7.2.6 – Lateral 
Analysis of Piles and Shafts.  Geoff will continue editing the section and will submit to 
the team for review. 

Issues List from I-405 Design Build Project 

The team again did not have time to review the issues list from the I-405 design-build 
program. This will be done at next month’s meeting to determine if there are sections of 
the BDM that should be revised to clarify requirements for design-build projects.  

The next meeting will be held on April 16th at HDR’s Bellevue Office.  

1:00 pm.  Adjourn 
 

Action Items: 

1. Solicit interest from a WSDOT Project Engineer or Engineering Manager to join 
the team – (Jesse) 

2. Send proposed revisions to Chapter 7 of the BDM to WSDOT Bridge Technical 
Committee and Tony Messmer for review (Geoff) 

3. Contact Bill Garrity and have the survey on the ACEC Washington website 
removed on March 26th.  Ask Bill to send a reminder email to all ACEC firms 
prior to closing the link to the survey  (Mark) 

4. Pass on suggestion to maintain previous versions of the BDM on the web to Bijan 
and others in the Bridge Office – (Geoff) 

5. Finish edits to Chapter 7 – Section 7.2.6 and pass on to the team for review 
(Geoff) 


