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Meeting facilitator: Richard Warren, WSDOT 
 
Agenda and meeting participants (see attachments) 
 
 Richard Warren welcomed the group 

 Introductions around the table 

 Richard reviewed the reasons the Technical Committee (TC) was convened: 

 -Review questions on land use and other assumptions used in traffic modeling and issues 

raised at the 2-2-12 Stakeholders’ meeting 

 -Compose responses to Stakeholders’ questions and issues 

 -Revise Methodologies and Assumptions Memo, as needed 

 

Traffic Modeling PowerPoint presentation at 2-2-12 Stakeholders’ meeting and 

Methodologies and Assumptions Memo 

 Jana displayed the PowerPoint presentation that was given at the 2-2-12 Stakeholders 

meeting.  

 TC members offered improvement suggestion to the presentation, such as simplifying the 

household and employment growth table. It was also agreed by TC members the table should 

show the following cities: Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond, and Sammamish. 

 WSDOT staff will follow up with city of Sammamish staff regarding land use and 

employments projections being used for the study model.  

 TC members agreed that the modeling procedures; and the population and employment 

projections as presented in the Methodologies & Assumptions memo are reasonable and 

sound.  
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Auxiliary Lanes 

 TC members concurred that traffic modeling for the study corridor would be done with and 

without auxiliary lanes between NE 124th Avenue and NE 148th Avenue.  

 Comparisons of the results will be presented to the TC and Stakeholders. 

 

SimTraffic Analysis 

 Discussion ensued regarding the merits of pursuing SimTraffic analysis on major arterials 

across the SR 520 study corridor 

 There has been recent interest in broadening the analysis to include closely spaced adjacent 

intersections if any which may cause spillbacks and have potential impacts to the highway 

ramps and possibly SR 520 mainline operations 

 SimTraffic analysis would be an additional effort beyond the scope defined at the first TC 

meeting, where it was decided to pursue Synchro Traffic analysis and focus only on the SR 

520 mainline and ramps termini intersections 

 While SimTraffic will provide capabilities to analyze spillback and their impacts it will 

require additional traffic data 

 The practical value of expanding the traffic analysis was raised by some TC members. It was 

pointed out that: 

-jurisdictions have enough knowledge about queuing spill backs 

-given the constraints (financial and development patterns) of what could be done at these 

locations the value expanding the analysis is limited 

 Other questions raised were: 

-would not having SimTraffic analysis provide WSDOT NW Region and HQ enough 

information for them to approve the final report?  

-What would be the impact to the project schedule? WSDOT staff replied that it add 

approximately four months to the schedule but the study could still wrap up by year’s end. 
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Tolling: 

 A sensitivity analysis would be conducted for tolling and for managed lanes.  

 

Summary and Next Steps 

 The TC concluded the modeling and traffic analysis results need to be simplified for the 

Stakeholders and general public 

 Improve the traffic modeling PowerPoint presentation and other handouts regarding traffic 

modeling analysis that would be presented to the Stakeholders. Such improvements would 

clearly show changes and adjustments in population and employment (existing year to future 

year) assumptions and forecasts. – WSDOT lead 

 With regards to conducting additional traffic analysis on local arterials, UPO staff will 

consult NWR and HQ traffic staff and make a final determination. – WSDOT lead 

 If the decision is to move forward with the SimTraffic analysis, the following locations will 

be considered:  

-124th Ave NE (between north of SR 520 and Northup Way) 

-148th Ave NE (between NE 40th St and Bel-Red Road) 

-40th St. NE (between 148th Ave NE to 156th Ave NE) 

-51st St. NE (between 148th Ave NE to 156th Ave NE) 

-SR 520/SR 202 (between west of SR 520 to East Lake Sammamish Pkwy NE) 

 City of Sammamish land use: confirm land use assumptions with city staff. – WSDOT lead 

 Staff from stakeholder cities to provide WSDOT with additional traffic data needed for 

SimTraffic analysis. – City leads in cooperation with WSDOT.  

 TC members to review and provide comments on “Methods and Assumptions” memo 

 Comments on “Methods and Assumptions” memo due to Richard Warren by COB Thursday, 

February 16, 2012.   




