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WACA/WSDOT Meeting 
Minutes for Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

 
Attendees:  
Mike Polodna, WSDOT Tom Weist, Oldcastle   
Kevin Wolf, Calportland Tom McGraw, Lafarge Scott DiLoreto, BASF 
Kurt Williams, WSDOT Craig Matteson, Central Pre-

Mix  
Louie Bayless, CalPortland 

Jason Brewer, BASF  Darryl Lindsley, HardRock Inc 
   
Eric Clark, Corliss Tom Howerton, Comar 

Enterprises/Kryton 
Damian Vines, CoMar 
Enterprises/Kryton 

Bruce Chattin, WACA Robert Raynes, Cemex Neil Guptill, CalPortland 
Steve Keyser, Xypex Allan Kramer, Lehigh Cement Dave Burg, Ash Grove Cement 
 
 
Location: WSDOT HQ Mats Lab, Main Conf Room  
 
Next WACA Meeting Date:  
Wednesday, June 8, 2011, at WACA’s Office in Des Moines, 9:30 AM – 12:00 Noon 
 
Future WACA Meetings Dates: 
Wednesday, September 7, 2011 at WSDOT HQ Mats Lab, Main Conf Room, 9:30 AM – 12:00 
Noon 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011, at WACA’s Office in Des Moines, 9:30 AM – 12:00 Noon 
 
Meeting Minutes are available at: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/biz/mats/  
 
Issue: Performance Specifications for Concrete Mix Designs - Mo Sheikhizadeh 
 
Develop performance specification parameters for concrete. 
 
3/9/11Mo was not in attendance today and is retiring from WSDOT before the next meeting. 
Mark Gaines will be taking Mo’s position and will be invited to the next meeting. 
 
Action Plan: Continue to give updates to WACA at quarterly meetings. 
 
 
Issue: Degradation for concrete Aggregate/Base Course – Kurt Williams 
A research study is on-going to test the effect of using aggregate with low degradation values in concrete 
mixes. 
 
3/9/11 –Mike Polodna reported that testing is still under way. 
 
Action Plan: Continue to give updates to WACA at quarterly meetings. 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/biz/mats/�
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Issue: Water for Concrete - Bob Raynes  
WSDOT Standard Specification 9-25.1 Water for Concrete requires that in order to use recycled 
water the lab that tests their water must meet R-18. No one is currently using recycled water 
because of the R-18 requirement.  
 
3/9/11 – Bob presented proposed changes to WSDOT Standard Specification 9-25.1 Water for 
Concrete. The proposal eliminates the requirement for AASHTO R-18 laboratory certification. 
Kurt stated that WSDOT will review the proposal internally. 
 
Action Plan:  Continue the discussion at the next meeting. 
 
 
 Issue: Standard Specification 9-23.8 Waterproofing –Jason Brewer 
Are changes needed to this specification? Should WSDOT be specifying ASTM C 1585 instead of 
ASTM C 642? 
 
3/9/11 – Steve Keyser presented information from ACI 212.3-10 regarding Permeability 
Reducing Admixtures (PRAs) and the differences between PRAHs and PRANs. Steve stated that 
hydrostatic testing is needed to determine the effectiveness of these products.  Per ACI 212.3-10 
Section 15.4, PRAHs are appropriate for water-containment structures, below-grade structures, 
tunnels and subways, bridges and dams, and aquatic centers, and PRANs are normally used for 
repelling rain and minimizing dampness. One measure of effectiveness is the percent reduction 
in permeability of samples using the admixture versus samples that are not. Kurt noted that it 
appears that WSDOT would need to establish a baseline criteria for permeability in order to 
develop a standard specification. 
 
Damian Vines suggested that different specifications for PRAHs and PRANs be developed. He 
and Steve Keyser will check with other DOTs (Wisconsin, Pennsylvania) to see if they have 
standard specifications and will provide them by the next meeting. 
 
Action Plan:  Review specs from other DOTs at the next meeting. 
 
 
Discussion Item: Aggregate Source Approvals for Sources to be Blended with Others –Dick 
Boss 
An Aggregate Source Approval is required for each pit. Since WSDOT is now sampling and 
testing only processed material instead of pit run or blended material, source owners have issues 
supplying samples of processed, non-blended aggregates. 
 
3/9/11 – There was no discussion on this topic today. 
  
Action Plan: Discuss at next meeting. 
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New Discussion Item: Removal of Stabilometer (R-Value) Testing from Standard 
Specifications and Construction Manual – Kurt Williams 
R-Value and Swell Pressure testing of Gravel Base material are run as part of the ASA approval 
and neither of these tests is currently used by WSDOT’s for highway design.  Both of these tests 
have been kept on as legacy tests, when the application for WSDOT has ceased to exist and 
WSDOT is proposing that both tests be removed from the specifications.  Any Industry concerns 
with this proposal?   
 Proposed Standard Specification Changes are shown below: 
 
3-01.4(4) Gravel Base 

If the Contract requires the Contractor to provide the source of Gravel Base, or if the Contractor 
elects to furnish said material from sources other than those provided by the Contracting Agency, the 
material shall be produced from approved sources in accordance with the requirements of Section 3-01. 
The grading and quality shall be as specified in Section 9-03.10. 

When Gravel Base is specified, Gravel Borrow may be used in lieu of Gravel Base provided the 
stabilometer value of the Gravel Borrow is a minimum of 67 and 0.1-foot of crushed surfacing top course 
is substituted for the top 0.1-foot of the depth specified for Gravel Base. 

Measurement and payment will be in accordance with Section 4-02. 
 

Section 4-02.4 Measurement 
Gravel base will be measured in the same manner prescribed for the measurement of crushed surfacing 
materials as set forth in Section 4-04.4 except as follows: 

Where gravel base is specified, the Contractor may elect to substitute materials as described in Section 3-
01.4(4). Crushed surfacing and gravel borrow, used in lieu of gravel base, will be measured and paid for as gravel 
base. In no case shall crushed surfacing, used in lieu of gravel base, be included in any Bid items for crushed 
surfacing. 

 
9-03.10 Aggregate for Gravel Base 
Gravel base shall consist of granular material, either naturally occurring or processed. It shall be 

essentially free from various types of wood waste or other extraneous or objectionable materials. It shall 
have such characteristics of size and shape that it will compact readily and shall meet the following test 
requirements: 

Stabilometer “R” Value 72 min. 
Swell pressure 0.3 psi max. 
The the maximum particle size shall not exceed ⅔ of the depth of the layer being placed. 
Gravel base shall meet the following requirements for grading and quality when placed in hauling 

vehicles for delivery to the roadway or during manufacture and placement into a temporary stockpile. The 
exact point of acceptance will be determined by the Engineer. 

 
Sieve Size 

 
Percent 
Passing 

 

2″ 
 

75-100 
 

No. 4 
 

22-100 
 

No. 200 
 

0-10 
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Dust Ratio:  
 

⅔ max. 
 

Sand 
Equivalent 

 

30 min. 
 

 
All percentages are by weight. 
Gravel base material retained on a No. 4 sieve shall contain not more than 0.20 percent by weight of 

wood waste. 

9-03.12(1)B Class B 
Gravel backfill for foundations, Class B, shall conform to the requirements of Section 9-03.10 except 

that the requirements for stabilometer “R” value and swell pressure do not apply. 
 
3/9/11 – No one objected to the changes to the specifications. 
 
Action Plan: The changes will be adopted as presented. Issue Resolved 
 
New Discussion Item: Proposal for 15% Limestone Addition to Portland Cement – Allan 
Kramer 
3/9/11 - Allan presented an announcement that Portland-Limestone Cement (PLC) is now 
referenced for use in the Ontario Building Code, and that it is currently approved by the 
Canadian Standards Association (CSA). Anthony Sarhan said that he would provide WACA with 
some research information on this topic.  
 
Action Plan: Continue the discussion the next meeting. 
 
New Discussion Item: NMS of Coarse Aggregate for 4000P – Neil Guptill and Dick Boss 
3/9/11 - Neil and Dick pointed out that the NMS of coarse aggregate changed from ½” to 3/8” in 
the 2010 Specification. Kurt will refer this issue to Mark Gaines.  
 
Action Plan: Continue the discussion the next meeting. 
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