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1 PURPOSE AND NEED

1.1 The Mukilteo Multimodal Project

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), Ferries Division
(also known as Washington State Ferries [WSF]) proposes the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project to improve the operations and facilities serving the mainland terminus of the
Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route in Washington State. The Federal Transit
Administration (FT'A) may fund part of the proposed project.

WSDOT and FTA are preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
project in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As a source of funds for this project, FTA
is the federal lead agency for the NEPA EIS process. WSDOT is the state lead
agency for SEPA.

The ferry route is part of State Route (SR) 525, the major transportation corridor
crossing Possession Sound, which separates Island County (Whidbey Island) from
the central Puget Sound mainland. In 2011, the Mukilteo-Clinton route had the most
vehicle trips and the third-highest total ridership in the system. The route connects
to local and regional transportation systems serving many modes of travel, including
bus and rail transit, freight, and vehicles, as well as bicycle and pedestrian use.

Figure 1-1 shows the regional setting and Figure 1-2 shows the general project area.

1.2 The Mukilteo Ferry Terminal Area

The existing Mukilteo ferry terminal is located in the city of Mukilteo in Snohomish
County, west of the Mukilteo/Everett city line. The shoreline in this area faces north
to northwest and runs primarily east-west within the project area. A variety of land
uses surround the terminal, including private properties holding residences and
businesses, as well as large publicly owned properties. Elliot Point and Mukilteo
Lighthouse Park are to the west of the current terminal. To the east is an
approximately 20-acre property currently owned by the U.S. Air Force (Mukilteo
Tank Farm), which holds a research facility operated by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries Service (the research facility is also
known as NOAA Mukilteo Research Station). The Mukilteo Tank Farm consists of
lands and a long pier formerly used by the U.S. Army and later used by the U.S. Air
Force. East of the Mukilteo Tank Farm is the Port of Everett’s Mount Baker
Terminal, a marine-to-rail intermodal facility, which also includes a small public
shoreline access area with parking that is largely on the Mukilteo Tank Farm and
currently not accessible to the public.
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