
• SR 167 HOT Lanes Pilot Project - 
This four year pilot project will convert nine miles 
of existing HOV lanes along SR 167 into High 
Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes. WSDOT is using the 
pilot project to determine how to make HOT lanes 
work best on SR 167 and in the Puget Sound
region. The HOT lanes are anticipated to open in 
Spring of 2008. 

• Southbound HOV/HOT Lanes from S 277th St. 
to 8th St. E  - 
The SR 167 roadway will be widened to add a 
new southbound HOV lane from S 277th St. in 
Kent to 8th St. E in Pierce County. This additional 
capacity will relieve congestion and improve 
safety for commuters heading south on SR 167. 
This project is currently in the design phase and 
is scheduled for completion in 2011.

• 15th St. SW to 15th St. NW HOV Extension - 
The project will provide a continuous northbound 
carpool lane from the Auburn Super Mall to 
I-405 in Renton to increase safety and reduce 
congestion on SR 167. Construction began in 
Spring 2006 and will be completed in Fall 2007.

• Northbound Ramps to Ellingson Road - 
A new signal and right turn lane was added to 
the northbound exit to Ellingson Road to improve 
safety and traffi c fl ow for drivers in the Pacifi c 
area. Construction began in Summer 2006 
and will be completed in Spring 2007. 

• SR 167 Corridor Plan - 
 To help reduce congestion and improve safety on 
 SR 167 from S 180th St. in Renton to SR 

161 in Puyallup, WSDOT is developing 
recommendations for transportation 
improvements in order to address growth over the 
next 25 years. The corridor plan will be completed 
in Spring 2007. 

You have questions. We have answers.

What projects are planned for SR 167?

Who is involved in planning and designing projects for SR 167?
The WSDOT project teams are coordinating with city staff, elected offi cials, tribes and stakeholder groups with an 
interest in the SR 167 corridor through regularly scheduled meetings, briefi ngs and community events. 

How can I fi nd more information about projects on SR 167? 
Please refer to our Web site to fi nd project links, online comment forms, notices about upcoming public events, 
and contact information for the WSDOT staff person assigned to each project: 

www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR167 



ADA Information: 
Individuals requiring reasonable accommodation of any type may contact Mike Sallis at sallism@wsdot.wa.gov 
or (206) 464-1230. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may call WA State Telecommunications 
Relay Service (TTY) at 711.

Title VI: 
WSDOT assures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination based on 
race, color, national origin and sex in the provision of benefi ts and services. For language interpretation services, 
please contact Mike Sallis at (206) 464-1230. For information on WSDOT’s Title VI Program, please contact the 
Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

What are HOT lanes?
High occupancy toll (HOT) lanes are HOV lanes that are 
also open to solo drivers who pay a toll. HOV users, for 
example buses and vanpools, can continue to use the 
lane toll-free. HOT lanes can preserve express travel 
for buses and other HOT-lane drivers using fl exible 
pricing. The price automatically adjusts to regulate how 
many vehicles enter the lane to keep traffi c in the HOT 
lanes fl owing at 45 miles per hour or faster, even when 
the regular lanes are congested. HOT lanes around the 
U.S. use different requirements to keep traffi c fl owing at 
express speeds: some provide toll-free trips for 
two-person carpools; some require three or more people.  

For the SR 167 HOT Lanes Pilot Project, buses, 
vanpools and carpools will continue to have toll-free, 
express trips. Solo drivers will also be able to use the 
HOT lane when there is space for more vehicles and 
they choose to pay the fl exible toll.

Why HOT lanes on SR 167?
Analysis of SR 167 HOV lanes found that there is room 
to help alleviate some of the traffi c in the general-
purpose lanes while maintaining trip reliability for transit.

What about the price of HOT lane tolls and 
payment options?
The toll price will be based on the amount of traffi c in the 
HOT lane. As more cars enter the HOT lane, the toll
will go up. As the toll goes up, fewer people will enter the 
HOT lane. This maintains trip reliability for carpools and 
transit as well as toll-paying solo drivers. When the lanes 
open in 2008, the average toll will likely be between 
$1.50 and $2.00.

How will drivers pay the toll?
To pay the toll, drivers must fi rst open a Good to Go! 
account, pre-pay and get a transponder to mount on 
their windshield. An automated toll collection system 
means cars don’t have to slow down or stop for toll
booths. As drivers enter the HOT lane and pass under 
transponder readers, a light will fl ash signaling that their 
transponder was read, and the toll will be deducted from 
their pre-paid account.

Why would I pay a toll to use the HOT lane?
While WSDOT cannot guarantee how fast traffi c is 
moving in the general-purpose lanes, WSDOT will be 
able to maintain speeds in the HOT lane at 45 mph or 
greater, 90 percent of the time. When you pay a toll to 
use the HOT lane, you are buying a reliable trip to your 
destination. 

How will WSDOT address safety and enforcement 
issues in the HOT lane?
A number of methods will be used to ensure that those 
required to pay HOT lane tolls do pay. Enforcement 
lights will fl ash when the HOT lane tolling system 
successfully recognizes a transponder. Enforcement 
zones will be located after each access point so the state 
patrol can pull over HOT lane violators. Solo drivers will 
be fi ned for entering the HOT lane without a working 
transponder, and can also be fi ned for crossing the 
double white lines that restrict access to the HOT lane 
between designated entry and exit areas.

What is a corridor plan?
A corridor plan includes traffi c improvement 
recommendations for the next 25 years to address 
congestion and improve safety. 

What are the benefi ts of developing a corridor plan 
for SR 167?
The corridor plan will identify specifi c transportation 
projects that improve safety and mobility on SR 167. The 
plan can then be taken to the legislature and used as a 
tool to secure funding for projects outlined in the plan. 
The plan enables WSDOT to design projects that are 
compatible with future plans.

What happens after the corridor plan is complete?
The SR 167 corridor plan will be completed in Spring 
2007. Recommended transportation improvements 
outlined in the plan still need to secure funding and 
move through the design, environmental review and 
construction phases before they become reality. 

The 2005 Transportation Partnership Account funds 
some of the projects that will be included in the plan, 
such as the HOT Lanes Pilot Project and HOV extension 
projects. Other projects still need to secure funding.

What major corridor issues have been identifi ed?
Congestion, safety, and freight mobility have been 
identifi ed as the major issues facing the SR 167 corridor. 
Impacts to other facilities that are close to or connect 
to SR 167 will also be considered during the corridor 
planning process, as well as specifi c bottlenecks, such 
as the SR 410, SR 18 and I-405 interchanges, that 
impact the traffi c fl ow along the entire corridor. 

What potential improvements have been identifi ed?
Potential improvements identifi ed for the SR 167 corridor 
include constructing additional general-purpose lanes, 
fi xing specifi c bottleneck locations through interchange 
improvements, and extending the existing HOV lane. 

SR 167 HOT Lanes Pilot Project

SR 167 Corridor Plan
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