: SEPA ADDENDUM ‘
SR 520, I- 5 TO MEDINA: BRIDGE REPLACEMENT AND HOV PROJECT

Description of the original proposal:

The project proposes to improve safety and mobility for people and goods across Lake

Washington by replacing the SR 520 Portage Bay and Evergreen Point bridges, including the

west and east approaches, and improving the existing roadway between Interstate 5 (I-5) in

Seattle and Evergreen Point Road in Medina, spanning 5.2 miles. The Selected Alternative for -

the I-5 to Medina corridor will add continuous HOV lanes and include landscaped lids over SR
520 to reconnect neighborhoods that are currently separated by the highway.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the SR 520,
I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project in King County, Washington. Because’
filing procedures for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA) are different, there are two issuance dates for the Final EIS, a joint
 NEPA/SEPA document. The NEPA FEIS was issued on June 17, 2011. The SEPA FEIS was
issued on June 7, 2011. WSDOT took action on the proposal on August 4, 2011, and issued a
Notice of Action Taken

Description of the addendum:

WSDOT has requested the Harbor Line Commission to authorize a public place designation .
within the Lake Washington Harbor Area in four locations adjacent to the project (see map for
specific locations). Currently, these locations are designated as harbor areas and are managed
specifically for the conveniences of navigation and commerce. The change of aquatic land use
designation from harbor area to public place authorized by the Harbor Line Commission would
allow WSDOT to obtain an easemert from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for state
highway purposes (including bridge structures and stormwater facilities) on, over, or across the
existing harbor area. With this change, these areas would continue to serve the statewide public
interest and be used by WSDOT for highway or toll fac111tles purposes or for ferry terminal or
docking facilities per RCW 47.12.026. : -
Though the aquatic land use designation change from “harbor area” to “public place” was not
specifically identified in the FEIS as a DNR approval, the proposed change in use of these areas”
was included within the project area and analyzed in the Final EIS for overall project effects. The
EIS and comment process revealed no adverse effect from the specific highway placement, and
no comments were raised by DNR or by any other agency or individual concerning any effect on
navigation and commerce from this change. Water dependent commerce will not be affected by
the proposal to use these areas for highway purposes, since the area no longer functions as a
commerce navigation route, due-to the construction of the Montlake Cut and subsequent -
lowering of Lake Washmgton in 1917. Much of the harbor area is now uplands or wetlands, with
the remaining aquatic area being of insufficient depth to be used for commerce purposes. The
proposed public place designation is consistent with current and proposed uses in the area, and
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with ongoing efforts by DNR to address harbor areas within Lake Washington that no longef
function as originally intended when they were established in the early 1900s.

WSDOT has determined that this new information does not substantially change the analysis of
significant impacts and alternatives in the existing environmental document.

Description of existing environmental document:

SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replaceiment and HOV Project Final Environmental Impact
Statement and Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Evaluations (FHWA/WSDOT, June 2011)

The Final EIS analyzes direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of the No Build Alternative," the
Preferred Alternative, and three other 6-lane design options for the I-5 to Medina corridor. The
Final EIS also includes Final Section 4(f) and 6(f) Evaluations, and it is used to convey project
information to the public and decision-makers so well informed decisions can be made. The
Final EIS was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
the State Env1ronmenta1 Pohcy Act (SEPA).

Proponent: Washington State Department of Transportaﬁon

Lead Agency: Washington State Department of Transportation
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Director of Environmental Services, Mega-Projects

Address: SR 520 Bridge Replacement Program
600 Stewart Street, Suite 520
Seattle, WA 98101
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