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Meeting facilitator: Richard Warren, WSDOT 
 
Agenda and meeting participants (see attachments) 
Don Cairns – city of Redmond 
Stan Suchan – WSDOT  
Ben Brackett – PSRC 
Don Sims - HDR 
(see sign in sheet for other attendees) 
 
       
Recap of 9-29-11 Stakeholder Kickoff Meeting and update of WSDOT’s current on-going 
planning activities: 
 

 WSDOT presented schedule/timeline and deliverable of work products, Scope of Work, 

Schedule, Charter, Vision and Goals 

 Distributed meeting minutes from previous meeting. 

 WSDOT Presented Planning Activities Update:  Travel demand modeling work for 

corridor is underway.  Modeling will inform future conditions and be presented at next 

meeting.  Also collecting safety data, and environmental assessment work such as slopes 

and habitat area; share data at December/January meetings. 

 Comments from meeting participants include: a) incorporate Connecting Washington 

principles, b) identify near term operational improvements, c) identify all needs/issues 

and most important ones, and c) identify and develop high priority projects after 

needs/issues are prioritized. Example projects to be considered for the initial project list 

that seem to have unanimous support include:  Overlake Access Ramp, auxiliary lane(s) 

between 124th Avenue NE and 148th Avenue NE, and a full interchange @ 124th Avenue 

NE.  It was noted that the last interchange improvement project carries a very high cost.   
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Redmond TMP Update and Downtown Bellevue Mobility and Infrastructure Initiative 

Don Cairns: city of Redmond: 

 SR 520 threads two urban centers of Redmond, where the majority of growth is expected. 

SR 520 is a multimodal priority corridor for Redmond including cars/trucks, transit, and 

bikes. 

 Reviewed upcoming November 17 Transportation Master Plan update open house. 

 

        Rick Logwood: city of Bellevue  

 Mobility and Infrastructure Initiative in Downtown Bellevue is under way. It supports 

growth. I-405 and SR 520 are the focus of the network as well as main arterials. 

 Wright Runstad is working with the Bellevue on a pre-application of a development in 

the Bel-Red Road corridor area. The development will rely on the integration of arterial 

and the interchange improvement at NE 124th Street. 

 WSDOT indicated a public/private partnership that given the cost of the NE 124th Street 

Interchange improvement, a partnership between public and private entities will likely 

make this interchange improvement a higher priority than if there were no partnership or 

private contribution. 

 

Discussion and Brainstorming of Corridor Issues: 

WSDOT requested stakeholders identify transportation issues along the study corridor.  The 

following issues were identified:   

 During summer 2011, WSDOT met with stakeholders to review issues along the corridor. 

Issues raised include: a) growth, b) multimodal improvements such as filling in the 

missing trail between 108th Avenue NE and 124th Avenue NE, and c) development in the 

Bel-Red area in Bellevue and Group Health area in Redmond. 

 Growth in Downtown Bellevue and around planned East Link light rail station areas. 

 Congestion relief for the NE 8th Street Interchange area. 

 Access to and from SR 520 from arterial streets. 

 Emergency vehicle access and mobility to the medical center around NE 10th Street. 
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 Bike access and circulation and filling the missing gap on the SR 520 trail. 

 Transit circulation and access around NE 15th Street and NE 16th Street. 

 The auxiliary lane between 124th Avenue NE and 148th Avenue NE. 

 I-405 and SR 520 Interchange issue. 

 The location of the light rail alignment in the SR 520 right-of-way (ROW). 

 Cross section or footprint for SR 520 including the ROW reservation for light rail. 

 Advance Traffic Management and keep the door open to technology advancement. 

 Manage High-Occupancy-Vehicle’s (HOV) from 2 plus to 3 plus. 

 HOV lane shift from outside to inside.  

 Access for HOV and transit on and off SR 520. 

 Access to the Overlake Village Area from SR 520, which has been proposed to be solved 

by the Overlake Access Ramp. 

 Queue backups on NE 40th Street ramps. 

 Congestion relief at the NE 40th Street Interchange area and 148th Avenue NE Corridor. 

 Transit access at the NE 40th Street Interchange area. 

 Capacity of bus stops around NE 40th Street. 

 Conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians and grade separation of nonmotorized traffic 

on SR 520 trail and arterial traffic at 148th Avenue NE, NE 40th Street and NE 51st Street. 

Potential solutions are grade separated trail crossings at these arterial streets. 

 Separation of the Overlake neighborhood by SR 520 especially for pedestrians and 

bicyclists. Potential solutions include pedestrian and bike bridges at planned East Link 

light rail station areas: Overlake Village and Overlake Transit Center. 

 Demand for Park and Ride lots 

 Connect Redmond Town Center and Marymoor Park on the two sides of SR 520 for 

pedestrians and bicylists. 

 Potential connection through SR 520 between East Lake Sammamish Trail and Redmond 

Central Connector. 
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 Queue backup to the SR 202 off ramp from the intersection of SR 202 and East Lake 

Sammamish Parkway. The queue backup is caused both by heavy vehicular traffic 

volume and the conflict between vehicles and pedestrian crossings. 

 End of SR 520: bottleneck at the intersection of NE Union Hill Road and Avondale Road, 

barrier to pedestrian and bike traffic, safety, truck access to SR 520 from Southeast 

Redmond. 

 

Performance Measures 

 Reviewed revised Vision and Goals document.  

 Meeting attendees suggested adding connectivity, incorporating Connecting Washington 

principles especially supporting jobs and economic development, accelerating private 

development, economic vitality, leveraging funding,  

 Meeting attendees agreed to sever the connection between project implementation 

timelines and levels of cost by removing the word “correspondingly” from the second 

paragraph of the Study Goals section. 

 WSDOT clarified that the project implementation timelines are for the purpose of 

WSDOT planning. This study does not need to work out project implementation 

timelines; rather, this study should focus on needs and solutions.  

 Reviewed performance measures in development by PSRC for prioritizing Transportation 

2040 projects.  

 Meeting attendees commented: 

o Transportation 2040 performance measures are appropriate in the regional scale. 

They may not be detailed enough for projects on the corridor level. 

o In addition to assess projects individually by performance measures, how projects 

are integrated, i.e., the network effects should be assessed.  

o A performance measurement matrix with a similar format to that of the 

Transportation 2040 performance measurement will work.  
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o Some performance measures will be qualitative and some will be quantitative. 

The ones for pedestrian and bike projects will not come from the travel demand 

model.  

 WSDOT has performance measures and thresholds for assessing statewide plans and 

projects, which will be shared with meeting attendees. 

 WSDOT committed to send stakeholders a revised/edited performance measures criterion 

in the coming weeks that can be used as a draft proposal for this study. 

 Meeting attendees discussed the need to have the right balance between being 

comprehensive on all needs and solutions and focused on high priority projects.  

 Redmond expressed the desire to be ready for the legislative revenue package by early 

February 2012. 

 

I. Miscellaneous 

 Meeting attendees requested: 

o An opportunity to submit additional issues outside of this meeting after having an 

opportunity to review future issues that WSDOT will identify through their 

modeling efforts. 

o Additional meetings. Stakeholders’ requested one additional meeting in the 

January/February timeframe to ensure study analysis and development of 

recommendations remain on schedule.   

 
 




