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Tristan Atkins is the director of aviation for the Washington State Department of 
Transportation. Atkins works towards accomplishing the department’s mission to 
enhance the state’s aviation system in ways that improve our transportation 
system and quality of life. 

Mr. Atkins is a 25-year veteran of the Washington State Patrol, where he was 
commander of the aviation section for 10 years. In 2011, he retired from the 
Washington Army National Guard where he held the military rank of colonel, 
having served as an Army aviator for 23 years. He has extensive experience with 
aviation issues in the State of Washington, including aerial technology upgrades 

utilizing $2.5 million in federal grants. He has substantive experience as a senior officer in the 
National Guard with advanced aviation planning and management of resources. 
 
Gov. Chris Gregoire recognized Mr. Atkins’ leadership skills by awarding him the 2010 Governor's 
Award for Leadership in Management.  

He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Operation and Production Management from Missouri State 
University. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
Robert J. Hodgman 
Senior Planner 
Airport Investment Study: Project Manager 
 

Robert Hodgman is the senior planner for WSDOT Aviation.  Prior to filling 
this position he was the Aviation Division’s Statewide Capital Improvement 
Plan Program Manager. 
 
Mr. Hodgman joined WSDOT on April 1, 2012, after completing more than 24 
years in Army Aviation and Military Capital Facilities Management.  He has 
an extensive background in aviation operations, facilities construction and 
maintenance, project management, managing statewide programs, and 
working with state and federal facilities planning and funding systems. He 
has supervised the planning and programming of dozens of large and small-

scale construction and maintenance projects throughout Washington state and personally managed 
ten vertical and horizontal construction projects including a 111,000 square foot, $23M National Guard 
Aviation Readiness Center on Fort Lewis/Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM).  
 
Mr. Hodgman holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Pacific Lutheran University 
and a Master’s in Business Administration from St. Martin’s University.  He is a member of the Project 
Management Institute Olympia Chapter and is pursuing his Project Management Professional (PMP) 
certification.   
 
 
Carter Timmerman 
Aviation Planner / GIS Analyst 
Airport Investment Study: Project Integration and Risk Management 
 

Carter Timmerman is an aviation planner and GIS analyst for WSDOT Aviation. Mr. 
Timmerman is primarily responsible for developing and implementing projects that 
support the Washington Aviation System Plan, Division’s IT/GIS Business Plan and 
WSDOT’s Airports and Compatible Land Use Program.  
 
He graduated with honors from the University of Washington with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Urban Studies and certification in geographic information system and 
spatial modeling. In 2013, he received the Washington Pilots Association’s Harold 
Wilson Award for the advancement of general aviation.  
 
His additional training includes, completion of aviation ground school, passing the 

Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA’s) written examination for pilot certification and receiving 
certification from the FAA on 5010 Airport Master Records and airspace obstruction identification.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Eric Johnson 
Airport Construction and Grants Program Manager 
Airport Investment Study: Stakeholder and Quality Management  
 

Eric Johnson has been an airport construction and grants program manager for WSDOT 
since 2004. He is responsible for overseeing the WSDOT Airport Aid Program, which 
provides local agencies funding in the areas of pavement, safety, planning, maintenance 
and security to preserve Washington state’s aviation system. Eric also provides 
technical assistance to airport sponsors and consultants preparing Master Plans and 
Airport Layout Plans. 
 
During his time at WSDOT Eric has successfully published two statewide Airport 
Pavement Management Systems studies. He has helped leverage millions of 
federal dollars for the state’s airports. He also managed the statewide multiple ALP 

project – a program to develop Master Plans / Airport Layout Plans at 17 airports. He co-authored the 
publication, “Strategies for Allocating Limited Airport Pavement Funds,” and has served as a panelist / 
subject matter expert for the Airport Cooperative Research Program Synthesis 22: “Common Airport 
Pavement Practices.” 
 
Eric graduated with his Bachelor of Arts degree in Organization Leadership at Chapman University in 
2002. 
 
 
John MacArthur 
State Capital Improvement Program Coordinator 
Airport Investment Study: Schedule and Budget 
 

John MacArthur is WSDOT Aviation’s Statewide Capital Improvement 
Program (SCIP) coordinator. MacArthur brings more than 30 years of aviation 
and project management experience with the military, private sector and, 
most recently, the federal government.  As a defense contractor and federal 
civil service employee, MacArthur spearheaded the facility planning for 
moving a Combat Aviation Brigade from Fort Wainwright, Alaska, to JBLM. 
The move brought an additional 1,400 soldiers and 44 helicopters to JBLM.  

MacArthur holds a commercial pilot rating and is qualified to fly the U.S. Army UH-1 Huey and OH-58 
Kiowa helicopters.  

MacArthur received a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Towson University and a 
Master’s in organizational leadership from Chapman University.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
Nisha Marvel 
Communications 
Airport Investment Study: Communications Management 

 
Nisha is the communications specialist for WSDOT Aviation. She is 
responsible for strategic messaging, communication planning, public 
outreach and the WSDOT Aviation website.  
 
During her time at WSDOT, she has provided communications 
support to several projects and programs including the Long-Term Air 
Transportation Study and Governor-appointed Aviation Planning 
Council. She also served as program manager for the 2012 Airport 
Economic Impact Study and oversaw the development of an aviation 

online calculator tool – an innovative method for airports to predict the economic impacts of 
adding operations and services. 
 
Nisha graduated from the University of Washington in 2000 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English, with creative writing emphasis. 
 
 
 

 


