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Tolon, Marsha 

From: Edwards, David L

Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:17 PM

To: Tolon, Marsha; Escude, Laura

Cc: Tobin, Kevin

Subject: FW: SR 522 Snohomish River Bridge to US 2 - Your Environmental Assessment Hearing

10/23/2008

FYI 
  
David L. Edwards, P.E. 
WSDOT Project Engineer 
Phone:  425-225-8744 
Email:  edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov 
  
 

From: Edwards, David L  
Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 3:16 PM 
To: David Hopkins (firmament@gotsky.com) 
Cc: Escude, Laura 
Subject: SR 522 Snohomish River Bridge to US 2 - Your Environmental Assessment Hearing 
 
Hello Mr. Hopkins, 
  
Thank you for attending the public hearing held May 8, 2008 for the SR 522, Cathcart Rd. (Snohomish River 
Bridge) to US 2 on the environmental assessment.  Since customer input contributes to better transportation 
solutions the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is particularly appreciates your effort 
to provide comment.  You wrote: 
  

With the added noise (acoustic signature) of the construction and more specifically the increased noise 
coupled with the Burlington Northern Railroad/train would WSDOT consider leading an attempt to 
work with BNSF in introducing quiet zones?  Where the train crossings have localized alarms/warnings; 
as opposed to the actual air whistle/horn being utilized, we may be able to further mitigate the noise of 
added traffic and transient construction.” 

  
WSDOT completed a traffic noise analysis, which addressed temporary construction noise and projected traffic 
noise impacts caused by the proposed widening and increased traffic. Sounds emitted by railroad operations 
were not included in the analysis per the WSDOT Traffic noise policy.   
  
Quiet Zones are created in communities who wish to mitigate noise from railroad crossings, especially train 
horn noises.  The Federal regulation citation for Railroad Quiet Zone establishment is 49 CFR 222 and 229.   
Currently, Washington State has four designated Quiet Zone locations.  Neither the city of Monroe, Snohomish 
County, nor a community group have pursued establishment of a Quiet Zone for any area of the railroad 
traveling adjacent to SR 522 and US 2.  WSDOT cannot lead such an effort because it is the responsibility of 
the municipality or county.  Following are the steps a citizen may take with a local jurisdiction to establish a 
quiet zone. 
1.     Consult the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) Quiet Zone Calculator at 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/content/1318. 
2.     Calculate the number of trains and vehicles per day traveling through a specific location/crossing.  If the 

resulting number falls below the national average a quiet zone may is justified. 
3.     The citizen or community group approaches the municipality or county with jurisdiction over the rail 

location/crossing to apply for a Quiet Zone. 

  

FONSI -- SR 522 Widening Project - Cathcart Road Vicinity to US 2
November 2008 A5-44



4.     The local jurisdiction files a letter of intent with the railroads company, public highway authority, law 
enforcement agencies and any landowners in the area before the application is considered. 

5.     The citizen/community, along with the local jurisdiction, submits the application. 
6.     The railroad company considers the request based on the calculation results (step 2) and the cost, and either 

accepts or denies the request. 
  
If you have further questions about Quiet Zone establishment please contact Darryl Morrow of FRA at 360-253-
7508, or by email at Darryl.Morrow@dot.gov. 
  
Your interests, whether through community groups or individually, make a real difference as we continue to 
make improvements to this highway corridor.  You can get more information about our efforts to improve 
safety on SR 522 at the project web page http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR522/Widen/.   
  
If you have any other questions, please contact me by phone at 425-225-8744, or by email at 
edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David L. Edwards, P.E. 
WSDOT Project Engineer 
  

10/23/2008
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SR522EA-Heinrich.txt
From: Edwards, David L 
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 10:08 AM
To: 'harley_heinrich2003@yahoo.com'
Subject: RE: Upgrades to 522

Dear Mr. Heinrich,

Thank you for your interest in WSDOT's SR 522 and US 2 projects. You may 
recall that Reader's Digest warned 

drivers in November 2000 that the 10 mile stretch of SR 522 between 
Woodinville and Monroe was among America's 

most dangerous highways and we have been working hard to improve safety and 
reduce congestion on this 

increasingly busy corridor. When we widen SR 522 between the Snohomish River 
and US 2 in 2010, we will build a 

median to separate opposing lanes of traffic, reducing the potential for 
head-on collisions.

Much of our funding comes from gas taxes passed in 2003 and 2005, and that 
funding is directed by the state 

legislature. In 2003, the Washington State Legislature allocated money to 
widen SR 522 from Snohomish River to 

US 2 using the Nickel Funding Package. Other road work, such as improvements 
on US 2 were included the 

Regional Transportation Improvement District (RTID) funding package. In 
November 2007, voters rejected 

Proposition 1, the RTID funding package that included money for US 2 safety 
and congestion improvements.

WSDOT can recommend where we think projects should be built, however, the 
legislature has the ultimate say to 

where we spend the money. Unfortunately, there are very limited resources 
available for projects statewide 

right now and there is a long list of needed projects that are not funded. 

Looking ahead, it is not clear when there will be additional funding for US 2 
or the remaining SR 522 

improvements. In the meantime, we completed the US 2 route development plan 
that will help legislators and 

local agencies make future funding decisions. This 18-month study enabled us 
to put together a list of 56 

projects that could improve mobility and safety along US 2. While only one of 
these projects is currently 

funded, the plan provides a blueprint for legislators and local agencies as 
Page 1
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SR522EA-Heinrich.txt
they make future funding 

decisions. You can learn more about the route development plan and see the 
list of identified projects on our 

Web site: www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/US2/RDP/

I encourage you to speak with your local legislators and encourage them to 
fund projects along US 2. Your 

efforts, whether through community groups or individually, make a real 
difference as we continue to make 

improvements to this highway corridor.

You can also get more information about our efforts to improve safety on SR 
522 at the project web page 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR522/Widen/

If you have any other questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

David L. Edwards, P.E.
WSDOT Project Engineer
Phone:  425-225-8744
Email:  edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--
From: Harley Heinrich [mailto:harley_heinrich2003@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2008 7:58 AM
To: Edwards, David L; County.executive@co.snohomish.wa.us
Subject: Upgrades to 522

      I read in the Monroe Monitor that WSDOT is spending $169M to upgrade hwy
522.  I commute this way 

frequently and believe that upgrades to 522 are needed.  However, it seems 
wrong to me that we would only 

spend $10M to fix the more than $1B worth of issues with HWY2 that are causing
dozens of deaths a year.  Do 

our politicians and WSDOT not care about the HWY2 death trap?  Or is this a 
political issue? 

Page 2
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COMMENT SHEET I FORUMLDRIO DE OPINION 
Environmental Hearing Audiencia de Efecfos Ambientales 

May 8,2008 

We encourage you to submit your comments on the environmental effects and proposed mitigation 

' \ presented in the Environmental Assessment for this project. 
Por favor decriba su opinibn y critica del reporte efectos ambientales y mitigacidn propuestos para 
elproyecto de ampliacidn de la Ruta 522. 

i tQ 
You may return this sheet to the sign-in table or mail it later to the address on the other side. 
Retorpte este formulario durante la audiencia en el escl-itorio de entrada o envielo por correo a la 
siguiente direccibn WSDOT . Sus comentarios pueden ser escritos en el espaiiol. 
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SR522EA-CherylB.txt
From: Edwards, David L 
Sent: Monday, June 09, 2008 7:09 AM
To: 'cherylrybar@verizon.net'
Subject: RE: Comment concernint the SR 522, Snohomish River Bridege Widening project

Dear Cheryl,

Thank you for your comment.  Unfortunately, the current project does not include any
work on the existing 

Snohomish River bridge other than removing the buttons and striping the lanes to 
accommodate 2 lanes of 

traffic heading towards Monroe.  Widening the shoulders on the existing bridge  
would involve extensive 

structural work on the bridge foundation and bridge superstructure which would cost 
many millions of dollars 

that are not available in the budget for the project.  If the bridge is ever widened
or replaced in the 

future, it would include wider shoulders which would accommodate bicycles.  The new 
bridge for traffic heading 

towards Woodinville will have a 10 foot wide shoulder.

Please contact me again if you have any additional comments.

David L. Edwards, P.E.
WSDOT Project Engineer
Phone:  425-225-8744
Email:  edwardd@wsdot.wa.gov

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From: Cheryl [mailto:cherylrybar@verizon.net] 
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2008 9:41 AM
To: Edwards, David L
Subject: Comment concernint the SR 522, Snohomish River Bridege Widening project

I apologize for not being able to attend the May 8 meeting or getting this comment 
to you prior to May 22.  My 

comment does have an environmental connection – however, it is more selfish in 
nature.  

With any additional roadwork on SR 522, including the bridge, we would like to see a
wider shoulder.  We live 

on Lost Lake Rd. and have considered riding our bikes to work in Monroe – however, 
there isn’t much of a 

shoulder going over the bridge.  It is only 10 miles from our house to the High 
School and about 13 miles to 

Page 1
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the hospital area where I work.

 

We are not avid bikers – it just seems like a great way to get exercise and would 
also be a great way to 

decrease the number of cars on the road.   It seems like there are others beside 
myself who would consider 

this if there was more room on the road – through casual conversation.  Our neighbor
rides his bike to 

Woodinville on a regular basis – his most dangerous spot beside Echo Lake Road 
(minimal shoulder) is the 

overpass on to Highway 9 where he has to watch for cars exiting and then again 
merginig – you’d think people 

would be more willing to share the road and support those who make this choice.

 

I have observed more people biking on SR 522 – probably a reflection of gas prices. 
We lived in Europe for 5 

years (military) and there is a much better system for allowing biking between 
cities – their bike paths are 

actually separate from the highway but often run parallel.  It seems to me if it can
be done there, it can be 

done here.  I realize that there is a cost with this extra material but in the long 
run it is more cost 

effective.  It is also more cost effective to take this into consideration at the 
time of new construction.

 

Please help me be able to bike to work safely!

 

Thank you for all your work with our transportation issues.

 

Cheryl Rybarczyk 

21821 West Lost Lake Rd.

Snohomish 

Page 2
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Providing quality mare8 power 'ueprirc that our m t o m m  value rmm 
Y 1 :: 2008 May 6,2008 

David L. Edwards, P.E. 
WSDOT ORG 410011 

WSDOT Engineer 
SR522 Snohomish River Bridge to US 2 
2802 Wetmore Avenue, Suit 500, MS139 
Everett, WA 98201-3583 

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment (EA) for the SR 522 Snohomish River Bridge ( 
Cathcart Road) Vicinity to US 2 project 

Dear Mr. Edwards, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced Environmental Assessment. 
Snohomish Public Utility District (District) has various overhead and underground facilities in the vicinity 
of this proposed project. Although specified impacts may not have been identified at the early stage of 
your design process, the District understands that some impacts to our facilities are unavoidable. During 
construction at SR2 and SR522, District anticipates possible relocation and interruption of services to our 
customers in the greater area of Snohomish-Monroe area. Please contact our relocation engineer Erin 
Burke at 425-783-4745 to coordinate design and relocation issues. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 425-783-4310. 

chrisGpher Lee, PE 
Principal Engineer 

cc. Erin Burke 

1802 - 75th Srrect S.W. Everett, WA. 98203 / MaiLngAddn,~: P.O. Box 1107. Evererr, WA. 98206-1 107 
425-783-4300 Toll-free in Western Washington at 1-877-783-1000, ext. 4300 www.snopud.com 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Western Washington Fish and Wildlife Office 
510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102 

Lacey, Washington 98503 

In Reply Refer To: 
13410-2008-FA-0137 

Mr. Ben Brown 
Washington State Department of Transportation 
Northwest Region - Environmental Services 
P.O. Box 330310 
Seattle, Washington 98133-9710 

MAY 2 2 2008 

RECEIVED 

MAY 2 8 2008 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

This letter is in response to the Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared by the Washington 
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
for the State Route 522, Cathcart Road Vicinity to U.S. Highway 2 Project in Snohomish 
County, Washington. A copy of the EA and supporting documentation, dated April 2008, was 
received in our office on April 22,2008. This office appreciates the opportunity to review and 
offer comment for the EA and supporting documentation. 

The proposed action was the subject of a formal Endangered Species Act section 7 consultation 
conducted over the period January 2007 -February 2008 (FWS Ref. No. 13410-2007-F-0186). 
On February 25,2008, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Western Washington Fish and 
Wildlife Office - Lacey) signed a Biological Opinion concluding section 7 consultation with the 
FHWA. This office also previously commented on the proposed action as part of the State's 
Multi-Agency Permitting Team process (email correspondence dated November 15,2006). 

We are encouraged that the WSDOT and FHWA have considered the issues of aquatic and 
terrestrial habitat connectivity when scoping and designing the proposed project. We 
wholeheartedly support your efforts to assess fish and wildlife needs as they relate to the 
proposed highway corridor improvements, and your efforts to identify and consider reasonable 
and practicable measures to restore and improve habitat connectivity. 

Our comments for the EA are similar to those offered previously during the Multi-Agency 
Permitting team process, and address specifically your plans for improving terrestrial habitat 
connectivity and safety (i.e., highway-wildlife interactions and traffic related wildlife mortality): 
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Ben Brown 

The WSDOT and FHWA propose to construct a new combined fish passage and wildlife 
crossing structure under State Route 522 (MP Vic. 21.97). There are a number of 
important site and design criteria the proponents should consider and document relative 
to this proposal (e.g., target species, position in the landscape, adjoining habitat 
suitability and property ownership, "openness ratio", need for related bamer or fencing, 
need for traffic noise abatement or visual cover, etc.). A number of reputable sources 
provide guidance, tools, and case studies on-line 
(e.g., http:Nwww.wildlifecrossings.info/sa0l4.h, http:Nwww.icoet.netlindex.asp, 
http://ihe.ncsu.edu/CTE/gateway/home.asp, http://environment.hansportation.orgl 
environmentaljssues/construct~maintgrac/compendiudmanual/3~4.aspx). 

If you have chosen this location above others along the project corridor, it would be 
helpful to know what other areas were considered and why this location was chosen 
instead. [Note: we understand from conversations with the WSDOT (M. MacDonald, 
pers. comm. 2008), that anecdotal wildlife data collected along the project conidor, 
landscape/topographical considerations, and the opportunity to address aquatic and 
terrestrial habitat needs at a single location, all figured into the selection process.] We 
would encourage that in the future, when documenting decisions about habitat 
connectivity enhancements, the proponent should provide more information regarding 
site selection and design criteria. 

Pages 2-24 and 2-25 of the EA identify the tentative and approximate location for more 
than 1.5 miles of barrier fencing planned in conjunction with the wildlife crossing 
structure. We advise you to consider carefully what target species the proposed 
combination of banier fencing and wildlife undercrossing will (and will not) effectively 
serve. We suspect that while larger species, and species with large home ranges, may 
utilize the undercrossing as intended, smaller species will not. This office strongly 
encourages that the proponents select a barrier fence design that is "permeable" to small- 
and medium-sized terrestrial wildlife, and which selectively discourages those larger 
species that are better capable of accessing the wildlife undercrossing. We expect that a 
selectively permeable barrier fence will best serve the public's safety needs and the needs 
of terrestrial wildlife along the project corridor. 

If you or your staff would like to discuss these comments, or if this office can be of any further 
assistance, please contact Ryan McReynolds at (360) 753-6047 or John Grettenberger at (360) 
753-6044, of my staff. 

Keh S. Berg, ~ a n a ~ e ;  
Western Washington Fish and Wildlife Office 

cc: 
FHWA, Olympia, WA (B. Hasselbach) 
WSDOT, Olympia, WA (P. Wagner) 
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