Statewide Public Transportation Plan
Planning Council Meeting Notes
Tuesday, October 29, 2013
Council Attendance: Geri Beardsley, Gil Cerise, Maggie McGehee, E. Susan Meyer, Victor
Obeso, Scott Patterson, Melanie Smith, Bruce Tabb, Elaine Wells.
Working Group Attendance: Roland Behee, Matt Hansen
On Phone: Rod Thornton, Karen Parkhurst, Dennis Bloom, Martha Rose.
Staff: Stephen Abernathy, Kathy Johnston, Cathy Silins, Stephanie Postier, Brian Lagerberg,
Don Chartock, Terry Mattson.

A. Welcome/Introductions/Announcements

B. Where Are We At?
Cathy explained the status of the Statewide Public Transportation Plan as it relates to the
8-step decision model. We are currently working through the Issues. In January we will
begin the Development of the Plan. Cathy showed a PowerPoint. She reminded the
Council that the Plan has a web site: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Transit/TransportationPlan
Question: The 8-Step Model includes Implementation, Measurement, Reporting, etc.
When will these be done?
Response: The Statewide Public Transportation Planning Council is assisting with the
development of the goals, recommendations and components of the plan itself. The
implementation will be tracked when the SPT Plan is submitted to the Governor and the
Legislature. We will be anticipating actions based on the plan. The measurement of the
success of the plan will be the relevancy of the plan. This could take several years.

e See attached excel document for the timeline.

It was acknowledged that implementation of a plan takes resources and leadership.
Successful plans require accountability and reporting on goal achievement.

C. Guiding Principles
The Introduction:
First line add “enable the State and local...”
Add “existing limited capacity and congestion”
Add “geographic constraints”
The State needs to be a strong partner.
In 3" paragraph, add a new sentence on state partnerships
Define “enable”: legal authority, funding/resources, limit roadblocks
1* Principle: Community
Social and economic
“Otherwise significantly limited” — find an alternate
Use terms such as “access, mobility, connectivity, coordination”
Helping local jurisdiction meet the needs and long range plans of their
communities (GMA)
o “Level of Freedom”?? — what about “Freedom of mobility”?


http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Transit/TransportationPlan

2" Principle: Integration
e Define the term, it is more than planning
e The State Human Services Plan/Local Plans are examples of integrated planning
e Partnerships — even internal to WSDOT
Systems integration —- MULTIMODAL. Most efficient use of existing resources
Point out that Partnerships are tools to achieve integration
Transit needs to be recognized by ALL as a tool in the transportation tool box
If WSDOT integrates, transit will be integrated into the transportation system
Focus on outcomes — focus on the benefits to the transportation system. By
remaining in silos we do not accomplish integration.

Suggestion: Throughout the paper it is critical that we point out, articulate and calculate
the benefits of public transportation.

e Define terms!! Give examples: Benefits that CWU get from the transit service.
e Integrated, multimodal. To achieve MAXIMUM effectiveness and efficiency of
moving people and goods.
e Investments need to reflect integration.
3" Principle: Environment
e Mention the POSITIVE benefits of public transportation.
e Concerns expressed that a recent report on air quality did not include public
transit.
4™ Principle: Economy
e Cathy mentioned that this area will be developed by Working Group as they take
on the final 3 issues.
“Unique” needs of each community
Move people and goods
Example: Investments in the South Lake Union area because of the Streetcar
Answer: What does transit do for the economy?
Get people to work
Get people to school (college)
e “Economically viable transportation system” not just transit.
5" Principle: Safety
e Include Crime in this discussion
e Transit is a very safe mode of transportation — include statistics
e (County/State emergency plans often include the use of public transportation
facilities. They are considered “essential facilities”.
e Complete sidewalks and accessible bus stops are part of a safe public
transportation system.
e Facility and service design with safety in mind.
e Homeland Security — how public transportation interfaces.
Questions: How will the principles be used in the plan?
6" Principle: Coordination
e Need to use terms such as integration, partnerships, accessible, inclusive.
e Need to describe the services as cost-effective and efficient.




Sugqggestion: Make Access and Mobility a Principle

Current Financial Picture

D. Cathy presented the Power Point “Public Transportation Funding in Washington State”.
She explained that there was a 22-page paper on this topic that has been presented to the
Working Group and that WSDOT will be making several changes based on feedback.
The Council pointed out corrections to the material. These will be included as the
document is re-done. Several charts were reviewed, and Council members may be
sending in their feedback regarding what information and what messages are we trying to
convey with the charts and graphs.

E. Definition of Public Transportation
Brian led the discussion on how the Statewide Public Transportation Plan will define
public transportation. A Council member suggested that we use the Federal definition
that can be found at 49 USC Chapter 52, Section 14.

Public transportation (also known as public transit, mass transit, and mass transportation) is
defined in federal law (49 USC §5302) as regular, continuing shared-ride surface transportation
services that are open to the general public or open to a segment of the general public defined by age,
disability, or low income; and ... does not include—(i) intercity passenger rail transportation ...; (ii) intercity
bus service; (iii) charter bus service; (iv) school bus service; (v) sightseeing service; (vi) courtesy shuttle
service for patrons of one or more specific establishments; or (vii) intra-terminal or intra-facility shuttle
services.

Brian mentioned that the definition should support the goals of the plan to support an
integrated, multimodal, comprehensive system.

o The definitions have intended and unintended consequences. There were some
members that were concerned that if the definition was broad it could impact
funding.

o The definition could also influence policies on access to state-funded facilities.

o The definitions have all served a purpose. The Statewide Public Transportation
Plan may list the various definitions.

It will be very important for the Council to define the Future for the Plan. When that is
done, many of these issues will fall into place.

F. The Council is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, November 26". We understand that is
the week of Thanksgiving. We are trying to give the Working Group some time to
prepare for the next issues for the plan.

G. Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.



