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PZZA, PGP & POWER TOOLS

f you were in the vicinity of Spokane Community College’s
Apprenticeship and Journeyman Training Center on May 27, 2015
then you must have heard it. The sounds of heavy machinery,

nail guns, chop saws and eighth grade girls squealing and laughing in
delight. It was the annual event, Pizza Pop & Power Tools.

The Eastern Washington Apprenticeship Coordinators Council and
Spokane Community College’s Apprenticeship and Journeyman
Training Center, hosted 212 eighth grades girls from around the Inland
Northwest to participate in hands-on activities. These activities
included welding, conduit bending, chop saw and nail gun operation,
painting, concrete, roofing, soldering and heavy equipment operation.
The girls also learned how to wire a light switch that turned on a

light bulb, tie knots with the lineman, and experience painting and
equipment operation on simulators. Throughout the event the girls and
their chaperones were introduced to the wide array of employment
opportunities in the construction trades that are available to any
talented and competent young women. These hands-on experiences
were led by industry professionals, largely female apprentices and
journey level workers.

Pizza, Pop & Power Tools debuted in Spokane in 2003 and since its

inception the event has positively exposed over 2,700 young women

to the construction industry and engaged them to consider the

construction trades as a viable career option. As always, the event was

a huge success! At the end of the day, the girls left the event with a new, fashionable Pizza, Pop
& Power Tools t-shirt, a tummy full of pizza and pop (or course), and memories of a fun filled day.
Event volunteers constantly heard, “I didn’t know | could do that!”
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

CONSTRUCTION
CAREER DAYS

OCTOBER 6
Tri-Cities
Benton County
Fairgrounds 1500
South Oak St.
Kennewick, WA
99337
Time: TBA

OCTOBER 8
King County
Magnuson Park
7400 Sand Point Way
NE, Seattle, 98115
8:30am-1:30pm
High School Students
Grades 9-12

OCTOBER 20 & 21
Spokane County Fair
and Expo Center
Spokane, WA
Time: TBA

NOVEMBER 19
Pierce County
Puyallup Fair Grounds
Showplex Center
110 9th Avenue
Southwest, Puyallup,
98371
8:30am-1:00pm
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LEARNING A TRADE
TURNS HOPEFUL

(June 16 - Courtesy of King5)

TULALIP - More than a dozen
Native American pre-apprenticeship
students studying construction

hope the tiny houses they’ve

built will help homeless people

get back on their feet.

During the last weeks, the students
at The Tulalip Construction
Training Center have constructed
two tiny houses, about 8’ by 12’
and the size of a bedroom, that

are earmarked for Nicklesville
Homeless Encampment in Seattle.

“I feel like it could turn someone

around,” said Philip Falcon, a

21-year old from the Coeur

D’Alene Tribe in Idaho. “A

roof over their head, they feel

secure. They can secure themselves and move on.”

Sharon Lee, Executive Director of The Low Income

Housing Institute said the group paid for the wood

and materials, about $1,800 total, and that they hope
eventually 15 homes will go on church-owned property.

“We have had a woman with a broken leg in a wheelchair. She’s
avictim of domestic violence,” Lee said about Nickelsville as

she stood in one of the houses Monday. “She’s in a wheelchair
with a broken leg and a little kid living in a tent. It's absurd.”

Each shelter is smaller than 120 square feet, which falls under
less strict permitting rules in the city of Seattle. Lee said these
homes have insulation and could eventually be hooked up for
lighting or heat as they work with the Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd to host the houses at a new site in the Central District.

WSDOT GETS NEW
INTERIM DIRECTOR

Mike North will join WSDOT as Interim Director of the Office
of Equal Opportunity (OEQ). To ensure that we continue

to make progress in our programs, Mike has agreed to join
our team while we continue our recruitment efforts.
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PRE-APPRENTICESHIP ROUNDTABLE:

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)
is hosting a Pre-Apprenticeship Roundtable to discuss the entry
and advancement of females and minorities into the Heavy
Highway Construction fields through pre-apprenticeship and
apprenticeship programs as well as supportive services. At this
Roundtable, you will have the opportunity to share your ideas on
the direction of WSDOT’s Pre-Apprenticeship Programs.

WHEN & WHERE?
SEATTLE
3:00 - 6:00 PM September 1,2015
WSDOT Northwest Region HQ
Cafeteria Conference Room
15700 Dayton Ave North Shoreline, WA 98133

SPOKANE
1:00 - 4:00 PM September 3,2015
WSDOT Eastern Region HQ
Stevens County Conference Room
2714 N. Mayfair Street Spokane, WA 99207

Please RSVP by August 31, 2015, by emailing
PaloA@wsdot.wa.gov and indicate which meeting you will be
attending.

Please contact Amy Palo at PaloA@wsdot.wa.gov or at
360-704-6314 if you have any questions.

APPRENTICESHIP TOOL BOX

The State Legislature has appropriated additional funding in

the new Transportation Revenue Package to fund the Highway
Construction Workforce Developement Bill 5863, which aims
to increase diversity in the highway construction workforce and
prepare minorities and females for entry into the heavy highway
construction field. At this time, the OJT/SS program is working
to establish a process for expending these funds, including
developing a grant process and guidelines that organizations
can follow to apply for funds. Visit http:/www.wsdot.wa.gov/
EqualOpportunity/PoliciesRegs/ojt_ss.htm for updates as soon

as they are available.

The Construction Center of Excellence has created a video that
showcases apprentices talking about their education and training
in apprenticeship. Take alook at this great video and share it
with others to help spread the word about the opportunities
available as an apprentice. The video is located here: http:/

www.constructioncoejobs.com/apprentice/ and is titled
‘Apprenticeship Video.
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