CAG-05-202

Corridor Program

Congestion Relief & Bus Rapid Transit 600 - 108th Avenue NE, Suite 405
Bellevue, WA 98004

Main 425-456-8500

July 8, 2005 Fax 425-456-8600
: MS: NB82-250

Gregg Zimmerman, Public Works Administrator
City of Renton

1055 South Grady Way

Renton, WA 98055

Re: Letter of Concurrence
I-405 Wells & Parks Task Force

Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

The City of Renton and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) are
working together to move the [-405 projects forward in Renton. WSDOT understands that the
City’s groundwater wells are a vital source of water and that the City’s parks, trails, open spaces,
and recreation facilities are valuable assets essential to quality of life for Renton’s citizens.

A focused effort and cooperation between our two agencies is required to work out the I-405
design challenges in the vicinity of the City’s water supply system, Liberty Park, Cedar River Park,
and the Narco property. Consequently, the City and WSDOT formed a Wells & Parks Task Force
in 2004 to address these complicated issues. The Task Force was able to successfully resolve some
of the key issues, but other issues need more evaluation. This concurrence letter documents the
Task Force’s objectives, accomplishments to date, and - in the attached Findings Report -
outstanding issues, future steps, and decisions.

Task Force Objectives

The Task Force’s primary objective was to identify a proposed alignment for the northbound I-405

to SR 169 off-ramp that:

I~ Avoids and/or minimizes impacts to the City of Renton’s drinking groundwater supply — well
heads, pump stations, water treatment facilities, and associated utilities;

2. Ensures adequate and safe access:

a. For the City’s maintenance personnel to operate and maintain the drinking water wells,
pump stations, water treatment facilities, and associated utilities; and

b. For the public to the City’s public park land and facilities; and

¢. For emergency response vehicles to the City’s water wells and their associated
facilities and park land and their associated facilities: and

d.  For the City’s maintenance personnel to operate and maintain the City’s parks, trails,
building facilities and open space areas; and

3. Avoids and/or minimizes impacts to public park land and park facilities and is safe for park
users.

Accomplishments

An important accomplishment for the Task Force was identification of the northbound 1-405 to SR
169 ramp alignment. The Task Force recommended a northbound I-405 to SR 169 ramp alignment
to the Executive/Administrators Committee as Recommendation #1, understanding that resolution
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Parks Master Plan. The City will be preparing a Parks Master Plan for Cedar River Park, Liberty
Park, and the Narco property commencing in 2005 with an estimated completion date of March
2006. WSDOT evaluated the City parks at a corridor level in the [-405 Corridor EIS and resulting
Selected Alternative in the I-405 Corridor Record of Decision. The 1-405 corridor-level final
Preliminary Section 4(f) determination recognized the potential effects on the parks, stating park
areas may be permanently incorporated into the transportation facility. WSDOT recognizes the
importance of parks to the City and is obligated to evaluate park impacts though the NEPA and
Section 4(f) decision-making processes. The City and WSDOT will continue to work together as a
team to explore new solutions and to coordinate plans and designs for the area.

Concurrence

The I-405 South Renton Implementation Plan NEPA document is scheduled to begin on or before
January 2006. Realizing the complexity of the issues at hand, it is advantageous for both parties to
resolve and make decisions prior to January 2006. By working together, both parties will be able
to go forward with greater certainty to identify elements that will shape the Parks Master Plan and
to define project elements the 1-405 South Renton Implementation Plan NEPA will examine. By
signing below, the City and WSDOT concur:

¢ The northbound I-405 to SR 169 ramp alignment recommendation will be carried forward
to the NEPA environmental document and final Section 4(f) determination for the South
Renton Implementation Plan project.

¢ The Wells and Parks Task Force commit to work together to expeditiously resolve
outstanding issues documented in the Wells & Parks Findings Report and other issues as
they arise.

® The agreed upon solutions will be examined in the South Renton Implementation Plan
NEPA Document.

®  WSDOT will examine avoidance, minimization, and miti gation measures in the NEPA
environmental document, project design plans, and final Section 4(f) determination for the
South Renton Implementation Plan project.

Sincerely,
Craig J. Stone, PE

Deputy Administrator, Urban Corridors Office

City of Renton Concurrence: ATTEST:
7@}&%'@@,&. |2-13-05 @ﬂéé.g‘ {é_/déztﬁg
Kathy Keol ker-Wheeler, Mayor Date Bonnie I. Walton, City Clerk
Attachment

cc:  Administrators Executive Committee members
City Design Team members
Wells & Parks Task Force Members

C:ADocuments and Settings\cynthiai\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLKA\wellsparkslb v5.doc\LHHtp
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