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SECTION 7 MEASURES TO AVOID OR MINIMIZE EFFECTS 

What measures did we include in the project 
to avoid or minimize harm to the Section 4(f) 
resources during construction? 

Duwamish-Green River Trail/Christensen Greenbelt 
During construction, a segment of the Duwamish-Green River 
Trail/Christensen Greenbelt where it crosses beneath the 
Southcenter Boulevard bridge, the I-405 bridges, and the 
Tukwila Parkway bridge would be closed for public safety 
reasons.  A signed detour would be provided during the 
closure and notices would be posted to keep the public 
informed about the construction.  The City and WSDOT 
would work together to determine appropriate detours and 
signage during construction.  The trail and disturbed trail 
edges would be restored following construction pursuant to 
the I-405 Context-Sensitive Solutions Master Plan.8   

Duwamish-Green River Trail Trailhead 
During construction, the trailhead would be closed for public 
safety reasons.  Notices would be posted to keep the public 
informed about the construction.  The City of Tukwila and 
WSDOT would work together to determine appropriate 
detours during construction.  The trailhead would be restored 
by replacing existing picnic tables, signs, trash receptacles, and 
landscaping.  WSDOT proposes to replace the displaced 
parking adjacent to the proposed stormwater detention site 
immediately west of the existing parking lot.  See Exhibit 7-1. 

                                                      
8 WSDOT 2006 
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Interurban Trail 
The trail would remain open during construction except when 
safe travel may be compromised.  A trail detour would be in 
place to accommodate trail users during short-term closures.  
The City of Tukwila and WSDOT would work together to 
determine appropriate detours during construction.  As 
needed, the construction site would be cordoned off with high 
visibility fencing and trail traffic would be controlled by a 
flagger.   

Fort Dent Park 
The Build Alternative would not restrict access to the park.  
While ingress and egress may be interrupted and/or delayed, 
the park entrance would remain open and flaggers would 
direct general park traffic through construction zones.   

James Nelsen House 
During construction, fencing would be placed to establish the 
limits of construction and ensure there would be no 
encroachment near the historic structure.  Retaining walls to 
minimize the footprint and avoid the historic structure are an 
integral component in the Tukwila Parkway design.  Areas that 
would be disturbed by construction, including landscaping, 
would be restored in kind. 

Exhibit 7-1: Proposed Replaced Parking 
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Springbrook Trail 
The Build Alternative would not restrict access to this trail.  
WSDOT would ensure that the trail remains in operation 
during construction and would provide signs and safety 
barriers as necessary to inform and protect trail users.  No 
effects would occur to trail use. 

Veterans Memorial Park 
The Mill Avenue Design Option was selected.  All effects are 
avoided with the construction of this design option. 

Cedar River Park, Liberty Park, Cedar River Trail, and 
the Narco Property 
As discussed in Section 5, WSDOT and the City of Renton 
arrived at a consensus on necessary and desirable park 
improvements and further concurred on whether each park 
improvement would be considered mitigation for effects as a 
result of the I-405 project or would be city-desired recreation 
improvements.  Exhibit 7-2 summarizes the key decisions 
concerning avoidance and minimization of effects, proposed 
mitigation for I-405 effects, and the city-proposed master plan 
improvements for park and recreation development at each 
Section 4(f) resource.  

Both the City and WSDOT would have distinct scope and 
funding responsibilities to implement the agreed approach in 
the Tri-Parks area.  However, neither agency has secured its 
funding to implement their portions of the shared plan.  It is 
WSDOT’s intent to implement the Section 4(f) mitigation 
during construction of the project.  However, if the City’s own 
funding and timeline for implementation makes this not 
practical, then the City and WSDOT would work together to 
develop a strategy to effectively implement both parties’ 
responsibilities as agreed to in the signed concurrence 
memorandum found in Appendix A. 
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Exhibit 7-2: Key Decisions Regarding Cedar River Park, Cedar River Trail, Liberty Park, and Stoneway and  
Narco Properties 

Design Feature Avoidance & 
Minimization 

Mitigation for 
I-405 Effects 

City Master Plan 
Improvements 

Cedar River Park and Cedar River Trail    

Reconstruct pedestrian bridge and trail over Cedar River  X  
Acquire right-of-way from park for construction of northbound off-ramp 
• Effects baseball/soccer multi-use field.  WSDOT will replace with 

comparable baseball/soccer multi-use field. 
• Acquire air-rights for ramp 

  
X 
 

X 

 

Replace park access from north (under I-405 near the Cedar River) with 
new secondary access to park (over Cedar River from Narco property)  X  

Reconfigure service access and parking to west side of community 
center.  Replacement parking may be located under new ramp.  X  

Avoid effect to Carco Theater X   
Avoid effect to community center X   
Provide activity meadow  X  
Provide shelter near activity meadow   X 
Expand pool and water activity area   X 
Provide visual screening landscape at northwest corner of park  X  
Landscape the north bank of the Cedar River   X 
Relocate the park entrance off of SR 169 about 250 feet east.  2/3 1/3 
Shift flyover alignment to SR 169 median 
• Avoid impact to park property footprint 
• Reduce visual encroachment to park (aquatic facilities) 

X 
 
 

X 
 

Determine and address potential noise and aesthetic effects through the 
environmental process  X  
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Exhibit 7-2 (continued) 

Design Feature Avoidance & 
Minimization 

Mitigation for 
I-405 Effects 

City Master Plan 
Improvements 

Liberty Park    
Create new park access off of Bronson Way with the elimination of the 
Houser Way/Bronson Way intersection 
• Replaces access from the south to Liberty Park 
• Relocates access to teen center 
• Eliminates ball park stadium 
• Converts abandoned Houser Way parking to recreation use  

  
 

X 
X 
X 
X 

 

Upgrade trail system to accommodate maintenance and emergency 
vehicles  X  

Convert abandoned Houser Way to service access road  X  
Relocate tennis courts  ½ ½ 
Relocate skate park 
• Provides area for maintenance access to wells 1, 2, and 3 
• Replaces drive-by security lost with closure of Houser Way 

 
 

X 
X 

 

Reconfigure picnic/tot-play area   X 
Relocate “small” ball field   X 
Expand teen center   X 
Relocate basketball courts   X 
Create “meadow” area to replace stadium and skate park  X  
Create “meadow” area to replace “mini” ball field   X 
Extend railroad structure span north to reduce embankment and provide 
connectivity to adjacent parks   X 

Stoneway Property1    

Acquire Stoneway property to support 
• Two athletic fields - to replace “Big Liberty” ball field and Cedar 

River combination (soccer/baseball) field  
• One athletic field - to replace “Small Liberty” ball field 

 

 
X 

 
 
 

X 

Construct two athletic fields to replace the “Big Liberty” ball field and 
Cedar River combination (soccer/baseball) field, along with restrooms, 
concessions, and parking sufficient to support these two fields 

 X  

Construct one athletic field to replace the “Little Liberty” ball field, along 
with restrooms and parking facilities above those facilities needed to 
support the athletic field replacements for the “Big Liberty” ball field and 
Cedar River combination field noted in the above item. 

  X 

1.  Because the Stoneway property is in private ownership, it is not a Section 4(f) resource.  It is included here because it is part of the “Tri-Park 
Master Plan.” 
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Exhibit 7-2 (continued) 

Design Feature Avoidance & 
Minimization 

Mitigation for 
I-405 Effects 

City Master Plan 
Improvements 

Narco Property    
Construct soccer fields   X 

Construct parking for fields   X 

Construct pedestrian access from Renton Hill  X  

Improve existing access road under I-405 to the Narco property.  It will 
also serve as secondary emergency access to Renton Hill.  X  

Extend new structure over Cedar River to grade separate trail/ 
pedestrian crossing.  X  
  
 

 

 

 




