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Earlier this year, WSDOT received direction from the Legislature to analyze how I-90 tolling could manage traffic and provide funding 
for SR 520 projects from I-5 to the floating bridge. By passing ESHB 2190, the Legislature has provided $1.5 million in funding to 
begin the environmental process and community outreach to study I-90 tolling. 

Additionally, we have also applied for a federal Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) loan, which would 
provide funding to construct the north half of the West Approach bridge.

We will continue to work with the Legislature to seek additional funding for construction west of the SR 520 floating bridge. 
WSDOT is committed to implementing the full corridor shown above in the I-5 to Medina project preferred alternative. 

How will we fund I-5 to the floating bridge?

Why would WSDOT move forward with the 
West Approach bridge next?
The two remaining vulnerable, unfunded structures in the 
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program are the 
West Approach and the Portage Bay bridges in Seattle. 

Moving forward with the north half of the West Approach 
bridge would continue to build the corridor westward, 
replacing a portion of the vulnerable West Approach Bridge 
and maximizing available funding to begin closing the 
program’s $2 billion funding gap.

What additional work would be funded with West 
Approach bridge construction?
If the north half of the West Approach bridge were funded, 
construction would also begin on the following mitigation 
projects:

• Public park at Bryant Building site
• Union Bay Natural Area restoration
• WSDOT Peninsula wetland restoration and ownership transfer
• Washington Park Arboretum improvements
• West Approach Community Construction Management Plan

How will the public be involved in the West Approach bridge?
More work will be done through the Seattle Community Design Process and through the City of Seattle Memorandum of
Understanding to determine other design features that could be included in the West Approach bridge.

Future design discussions will help determine how or whether we:
• Integrate the stormwater pond with a park
• Create usable space under the bridge structure
• Improve the buffer between homes and highway
• Separate the historic Lake Washington Boulevard from arterial traffic
• Evaluate traffic operations at the Montlake Interchange
• Connect bicycles, pedestrians and transit to SR 520
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North half of West Approach bridge would be funded by 
TIFIA loan.

Construction of the south half of the west approach and 
Montlake lid would be built with additional future funding. 

Preferred Alternative

North half of the West Approach bridge 
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