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TRIBAL CORRESPONDENCE PURPOSE 
AND SCOPE OF CONSULTATION 
APPENDIX E-3

Through the consultation exchange of letters following, we want to 
ensure that the Tribal Governments are afforded the opportunity to:

�� Identify any concerns they may have regarding the effects of the 
proposed undertaking on historic properties; 

�� Advise FHWA and WSDOT on the identification and evaluation 
of historic properties, including those of traditional religious and 
cultural importance; 

�� Express their views on the undertaking’s effects on such 
properties; and, 

�� Participate in the resolution of any adverse effects which the 
undertaking might have on their properties. 

The first step in the Section 106 process, prior to the identification 
and evaluation ofhistoric properties, is to identify the area of potential 
effect. Area of potential effect means the geographic area or areas 
within which the proposed undertaking may directly or indirectly 
cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if any 
such properties exist.  The participation by the tribes as a consulting 
party in determining the area of potential effect is critical and is 
invited. Once this area has been defined, a cultural resources survey 
will be initiated. If the tribe has information about traditional cultural 
areas that might be affected by the proposed undertaking, their input 
will be a valuable contribution to the cultural resources survey effort.  

Once historic properties have been identified and evaluated for 
their historical significance in accordance with the criteria of the 
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, the effects of the 
proposed undertaking on any properties determined to be listed in 
or eligible for listing in the National Register are assessed.  The tribe’s 
participation in this effort is invited. 

As defined by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
consultation means “...the process of seeking, discussing, and 
considering the views of other participants and, where feasible, 
seeking agreement with them regarding matters arising in the section 
106 process.” 

Consultation is fundamental to the process of seeking ways to 
avoid, minimize or mitigate the effects of the undertaking on 
historic properties. Consequently, the tribe’s active participation as a 
consulting party in the proposed undertaking is encouraged.

The letter exchange to document our consultation efforts follows.
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Nisqually Indian Tribe
4820 She-Nah-Num Dr. S.E.

Olympia, WA  98513
(360) 456-5221

June 4, 2015

Jeff Sawyer
WSDOT
PO Box 47440
Olympia, WA  98504-7440

Dear Mr. Sawyer,

The Nisqually Indian Tribe thanks you for the opportunity to comment on:

Re: I-5/JBLM Vicinity Improvement Project

The Nisqually Indian Tribe has reviewed the report you provided for the 
above-named project.  There are several prehistoric Archaeological and 
burial sites near the project area.  The Nisqually people have lived in that 
area for thousands of years.  There may be more sites not yet discovered. 

The Nisqually Indian Tribe wishes to be contacted by the Archaeological 
firm that is conducting the Cultural Resource Survey. Thank you for 
keeping the Nisqually Indian Tribe informed of the progress of this project.

Sincerely,

Jackie Wall
THPO
Nisqually Indian Tribe
(360)456-5221 Ext. 2180
wall.jackie@nisqually-nsn.gov
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1

Dreisbach, Paul

From: Sawyer, Jeff
Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2015 11:31 AM
To: Stephanie Neil
Cc: Dreisbach, Paul; Kiers, Roger
Subject: I-5/ JBLM Vicinity Improvement Project

Stephanie, 
 
Thanks for the response.  Based on the APE consultation and responses we’ve received we will be coordinating fieldwork 
and further Section 106 consultation with the Nisqually Nation. 
 
Jeff Sawyer 
Environmental & Hydraulics Manager 
Office: 360.570.6701 | Cell: 360.790.9646 
WSDOT Olympic Region | Environmental & Hydraulic Services Office 
 
 
 
From: Stephanie Neil [mailto:sneil@squaxin.us]  
Sent: Monday, July 06, 2015 2:20 PM 
To: Sawyer, Jeff 
Subject: I-5/ JBLM Vicinity Improvement Project 
 
Jeff, 
 
Thank you for contacting the Squaxin Island Tribe Cultural Resource Department regarding the above listed project for 
our review and comment.  I apologize for the lateness in this reply.  We have had a busy spring.  I am responding to you 
on behalf of Rhonda Foster, THPO.  Although the project is within our treaty and traditional area we recommend you 
consult with the Nisqually and Puyallup regarding cultural resource concerns. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Stephanie Neil 
Archaeologist, Squaxin Island Tribe 
360-432-3998 
sneil@squaxin.us 
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Nisqually Indian Tribe

4820 She-Nah-Num Dr. S.E.
Olympia, WA  98513

(360) 456-5221

August 26, 2016

Jeff Sawyer
WSDOT
5720 Capitol Blvd.
Tumwater, WA  98501

Dear Mr. Sawyer,

The Nisqually Indian Tribe thanks you for the opportunity to comment on:

Re: I-5/JBLM Vicinity Improvement Project
Section 106 Consultation and Cultural Resources Assessment

The Nisqually Indian Tribe has reviewed the report you provided for the above-named 
project.  The Nisqually Indian Tribe has no further or concerns at this time. I look 
forward to continuing to hearing from you concerning any further developments.  I have 
referred your letter to legal for review concerning a PA.  Please keep me informed if 
there are any Inadvertent Discoveries of Archaeological Resources/Human Burials.

Sincerely,

Jackie Wall
THPO
Nisqually Indian Tribe
(360)456-5221 Ext. 2180
wall.jackie@nisqually-nsn.gov
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