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June 23, 2016

Mr. Eric Rickerson
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington Fish and Wildlife Office
510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102
Lacey, WA 98503-1263

RE: I-5 / Mounts Road to Thorne Lane - Corridor Improvements
Milepost 116.41 to 123.94
Pierce County, Washington
Informal Consultation
WSDOT Project No. XL4355 / XL5000
USFWS IPaC No. 01EWFW00-2016-SLI-0418

Dear Mr. Rickerson:

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is proposing a mobility
project on Interstate 5 (I-5) in Pierce county, Washington. The project is located in 
township 19 north, ranges 1 and 2 east; Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 12 –
Chambers-Clover; and 6th field Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUC) 171100190304 
(Sequalitchew Creek-Frontal Cormorant Passage) and 171100150307 (Nisqually River-
Frontal Puget Sound). This project occurs on federal lands, requires approval by a 
federal agency (Federal Highway Administration [FHWA]), and requires a federal 
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) which creates a federal nexus 
for WSDOT and therefore requires an Endangered Species evaluation.

This project was presented at a pre-biological assessment meeting with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on August 20, 2015. In 
attendance via phone bridge were representatives from USFWS and NMFS.

WSDOT has determined that the JBLM Corridor project activities warrants an effect 
determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” for water howellia and Roy 
prairie pocket gopher as documented in the enclosed Biological Assessment.  Other
species and critical habitats listed for this project were evaluated and it was determined 
this project will have “no effect” to these species and habitats due to lack of occurrence.
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Mr. Eric Rickerson
June 23, 2016
Page 2

It is our understanding that with federal concurrence this satisfies our responsibilities 
under Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act at this time.  We will continue to 
remain aware of any change in status of these species and will be prepared to reevaluate 
potential project impacts if necessary.

If you have any questions or require additional clarification please contact me by phone 
at 360-570-6706 or e-mail at carl.ward@wsdot.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

Carl Ward
Biology Program Manager
WSDOT Olympic Region

CW:cw
Enclosure

e-cc: FHWA Washington Division
Leslie Durham, USFWS
Tara Stone, WSDOT ESO
Marion Carey, WSDOT ESO
Jeff Sawyer, WSDOT OR EHS
Paul Dreisbach, WSDOT OR EHS
Bill Elliott, WSDOT OR
Amy Summe, Shannon & Wilson, Inc.
Katie Walter, Shannon & Wilson, Inc.
Jean Carr, SCJ Alliance
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