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Proposed Fee Changes 
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 Proposed Tax and Fee Changes 

Washington State Department of Transportation’s 2017-19 budget submittal does not include any 

proposed changes for taxes and fees administered by the department.    

However, the department’s budget submittal includes decision package ML-ZR Transp. Commission Fee 

Increases, which describes that the Transportation Commission (entity with rate-setting authority) may 

choose to set and/or adjust fees related to the various toll facilities and state ferry fares.   
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Working Capital Reserve (B9-1) 
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Federal Fund Estimates/State Match 
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AGENCY TOTAL

CFDA No.

Fiscal 

Year

Federal Fiscal 

Year

State Fiscal 

Year

State Match 

Amounts

FY2016 $234,243,499 $184,034,624 $1,786,656

FY2017 $251,686,499 $307,853,499 $8,668,875

FY2018 $5,603,499 $5,663,499 $3,260,875

FY2019 $1,383,499 $1,443,499 $305,319

Airport Improvement Program

20.106 FY2016 $650,000 $650,000 $65,000

FY2017 $3,450,000 $3,450,000 $355,000

FY2018 $4,560,000 $4,500,000 $500,000

FY2019 $340,000 $400,000 $44,444

State Planning and Research

20.515 FY2016 $485,066 $363,800 $90,950

FY2017 $485,066 $485,066 $121,267

FY2018 $485,066 $485,066 $121,267

FY2019 $485,066 $485,066 $121,267

Rail Fixed Guideway Public Transportation System State Safety Oversig

20.528 FY2016 $558,433 $418,825 $104,706

FY2017 $558,433 $558,433 $139,608

FY2018 $558,433 $558,433 $139,608

FY2019 $558,433 $558,433 $139,608

High‐speed Rail Corridors and Intercity Passenger Rail

20.319 FY2016 $232,550,000 $182,602,000 $1,526,000

FY2017 $247,193,000 $303,360,000 $8,053,000

FY2018 $0 $120,000 $2,500,000

FY2019 $0 $0 $0

CFDA ‐ Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

State Matching Requirements for Federal Funding
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2017-19 WSDOT Agency Request Budget 
 
JLARC Performance Audits 
 
The Office of Financial Management’s 2017-19 biennial operating budget instructions note that RCW 
requires agencies to reflect consideration of applicable Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee 
(JLARC) performance audit recommendations in their budget requests. 
 
JLARC conducted a two-part review of the methods and systems the department uses to develop long-
term estimates of maintenance and preservation needs.  
 
The final report was published in January 2015, and found that the department maintains accurate data 
for pavement and bridges; can provide reliable long-term estimates for pavement maintenance and 
preservation; but did not use best practices to develop long-term estimates for bridge maintenance and 
preservation needs, so the consultants could not verify the accuracy of those estimates. 
 
The department’s plan to improve the reliability of long term bridge cost estimates was shared with the 
Chairs of the House and Senate Transportation Committees, as well as the Director of the Office of 
Financial Management (OFM), in a letter dated July 13, 2015. The work to address the recommendations 
is ongoing and includes the following near and long-term solutions: 
 
Near Term (1 to 2 Years) 

1) Research literature and other state’s practices to ascertain best practices that may assist WSDOT 
in making reliable estimates of future bridge costs. 

2) Survey states to determine what the bridge asset management standards of performance are 
and to determine what a holistic preservation/maintenance system looks like. 

3) Drill down on the survey results through person to person contact, to determine the in-depth 
answers from the most forward looking peers. 

4) Evaluate deterioration models and cost models and compare to methods now in use to 
determine whether these models are cost-effective and will improve cost estimates relative to 
other methods available. 

5) Evaluate cost-effectiveness of modeling to develop bridge preservation plans that minimize life 
cycle costs. 

6) Based on the results of items l-5, evaluate options and availability of acquired bridge 
management system software. 

7) Working with OFM, develop a process to improve stakeholders' confidence in WSDOT's highway 
estimates. 

8) Develop a communications plan to keep key stakeholders updated on changes to long-term 
bridge maintenance and preservation cost estimates as well as progress implementing JLARC 
report recommendation #1 to make bridge estimates as reliable as pavement estimates. 

9) Prepare and continuously update the list of bridges most vulnerable to natural and man-made 
hazards and report on progress in reducing risk. 

10) Develop protocols to thoroughly document estimates, including key assumptions and 
uncertainties. 

11) Provide internal and external reviews of estimates; and 
12) Ensure organizational buffers to assure estimate is not influenced by other factors. 
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Ongoing and Longer-term (2 to 4 Years) 

1) Based on the short term findings and results, establish and implement a Bridge Asset
Management Improvement Plan for the Washington State Bridge Management Service
(WSBMS).

2) Continue to perform coordinated research to increase WSDOT's asset management knowledge.
3) Continue to participate in the American Association of State Highway and Transportation

Officials, Transportation Research Board and the National Cooperative Highway Research
Program to maintain and enhance state of the art understanding of bridge asset management,
life cycle costing and risk mitigation strategies.

4) Develop strategies and performance measures to improve bridge life and bridge asset
management.

5) Partner with leading states in bridge asset management research.
6) Review options regarding software solutions for WSBMS and determine the best path for bridge

management system acquisition: develop custom in-house system or acquire off the shelf
system and modify to meet needs.

7) Implement improvement plan.
8) Provide clear, routine communication with key stakeholders.

JLARC report: http://leg.wa.gov/jlarc/reports/WSDOTCostEst/f/default.htm 

WSDOT letter to JLARC: http://leg.wa.gov/jlarc/reports/WSDOTCostEst/f/agyRespWSDOT.htm 

JLARC presentation: 
http://leg.wa.gov/jlarc/AuditAndStudyReports/Documents/WSDOTCostEst/pf/WSDOTMaintPresPhaseII.
pdf 
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