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What the GMA Requires 

 Review 

 Revise if Necessary 

 Legislative Action 

RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a) 
Each comprehensive land use plan and 
development regulations shall be subject to 
continuing review and evaluation by the county or 
city that adopted them. Except as otherwise 
provided, a county or city shall take legislative 
action to review and, if needed, revise its 
comprehensive land use plan and development 
regulations to ensure the plan and regulations 
comply with the requirements of this chapter 
according to the deadlines in subsections (4) and 
(5) of this section.  
(b) Except as otherwise provided, a county or city 
not planning under RCW 36.70A.040 shall take 
action to review and, if needed, revise its policies 
and development regulations regarding critical 
areas and natural resource lands adopted 
according to this chapter to ensure these policies 
and regulations comply with the requirements of 
this chapter according to the deadlines in 
subsections (4) and (5) of this section. Legislative 
action means the adoption of a resolution or 
ordinance following notice and a public hearing 
indicating at a minimum, a finding that a review 
and evaluation has occurred and identifying the 
revisions made, or that a revision was not needed 
and the reasons therefor.  
(c) The review and evaluation required by this 
subsection shall include, but is not limited to, 
consideration of critical area ordinances and, if 
planning under RCW 36.70A.040, an analysis of 
the population allocated to a city or county from 
the most recent ten-year population forecast by 
the office of financial management. 



To Review:  
What Must Be Reviewed 

 Comprehensive Plan 

 Development Regulations 

 Critical Areas Ordinance 

 Resource Lands 

 Urban Growth Areas 

RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a) 
Each comprehensive land use plan and 
development regulations shall be subject to 
continuing review and evaluation by the county or 
city that adopted them. Except as otherwise 
provided, a county or city shall take legislative 
action to review and, if needed, revise its 
comprehensive land use plan and 
development regulations to ensure the plan and 
regulations comply with the requirements of this 
chapter according to the deadlines in subsections 
(4) and (5) of this section.  
(b) Except as otherwise provided, a county or city 
not planning under RCW 36.70A.040 shall take 
action to review and, if needed, revise its policies 
and development regulations regarding critical 
areas and natural resource lands adopted 
according to this chapter to ensure these policies 
and regulations comply with the requirements of 
this chapter according to the deadlines in 
subsections (4) and (5) of this section. Legislative 
action means the adoption of a resolution or 
ordinance following notice and a public hearing 
indicating at a minimum, a finding that a review 
and evaluation has occurred and identifying the 
revisions made, or that a revision was not needed 
and the reasons therefor.  
(c) The review and evaluation required by this 
subsection shall include, but is not limited to, 
consideration of critical area ordinances and, 
if planning under RCW 36.70A.040, an 
analysis of the population allocated to a city 
or county from the most recent ten-year 
population forecast by the office of financial 
management. 



Revise if Necessary: What 
Triggers a Need for a Change 

 Statutory Changes 

 Population Data 

 Changes in Relevant Facts 

• Land Use Inventory 

• Housing Inventory 

• Transportation and Capital Facilities Elements 

• Housing Needs Assessment 

• Capital Facilities Reassessment 

Major GMA 
Amendments 2009-2012 
2012 5292 Exempts certain irrigation 
ditches from the definition of Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas 

2012 2ESSB 6406 Requires DOE to modify 
SEPA categorical exemptions and 
thresholds. 

2011 ESHB 1886 Creates a voluntary 
stewardship program as an alternative 
mechanism to protect critical areas from 
existing and ongoing agriculture. 

2010 EHB 1653 Clarifies when protection 
of critical areas within shorelines is 
transferred from the Critical Areas 
Ordinance to the Shoreline Master 
Program. 

2009 2SHB 1481 Requires certain local 
governments to allow electric vehicle 
infrastructure.  

2010 SHB 18525 Prohibits expansion of 
the urban growth area in some areas into 
the 100-year floodplain. 



Practice Tips for Conducting the Scope 

Do the Staff Work First 
• Review the Checklist 
• Look for New Statutory Requirements 
• Have Clear Criteria to Apply 
• Have a Peek at your Inventory Data 
• Talk to Allied Departments and Get them 

involved, Especially Public Works 

Conducting the Scoping Hearing 
• Overview of the Update Process 
• Present preliminary findings 



Finishing Strong 
Taking Action and Completing on Time 



Take Legislative Action: 

What Must Be Adopted 

• By Ordinance or Resolution 

• A Public Hearing is Required 

• Must Specify and Document a Review 
and Evaluation 

• Must Note Revisions the Were Made 

• Must Note How all Required Review 
Items were Reviewed and Which Ones 
did NOT require revision. 

• Must find that the plan and 
development regulations comply with 
the GMA and Declare the Required 
Update Complete.  

RCW 36.70a.130(1)(b) 
Legislative action means the 
adoption of a resolution or 
ordinance following notice and a 
public hearing indicating at a 
minimum, a finding that a review 
and evaluation has occurred and 
identifying the revisions made, or 
that a revision was not needed and 
the reasons therefor. 



The Magic Words: 
Where to Document the Update 

  The public should not be left to guess 
whether the County has undertaken its 
update or not. The statutory 
requirement for minimum legislative 
findings ensures that the public is on 
notice that the update is taking place. 
Therefore, the County cannot be found 
to have undertaken an update, even a 
partial update, of its comprehensive 
plan unless the challenged enactment 
unambiguously finds that a review and 
evaluation of the comprehensive plan 
and development regulations has 
occurred and identifies the revisions 
made; or if the County finds that a 
revision was not needed, the enactment 
must give the reasons for that. RCW 
36.70A.130(1)(a).. 

04-2-0010 1000 Friends v. 

Whatcom County; Order on Motion 

to Dismiss; (August 2, 2004) 

 

1. The Public Participation Plan 

2. The Public Hearing Announcement 

3. Any legislative action that completes 
in part or narrows the scope of 
remaining update items, especially 
those that dispose of statutorily 
required update items 

4. The findings of any action that 
adopts amendments that are part of 
the update 

5. The final Action Declaring the 
Update Complete 

 

http://www.gmhb.wa.gov./western/decisions/2004/04-2-0010_1000Friends_OrderonMotionsDismiss_20040802.pdf
http://www.gmhb.wa.gov./western/decisions/2004/04-2-0010_1000Friends_OrderonMotionsDismiss_20040802.pdf


 

Grant and Loan 
Programs Requiring 
Update Completion: 
 
 

• Public Works Trust 
Fund 

• Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund 

• Centennial Clean 
Water Fund 

• Recreation and 
Conservation Office 

• Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Grants 

The Update is Due  
June 30th of: 

2015 2016 2017 2018 



Resources Available from 
Commerce 

What You Will Find 
 

WAC  

Year-by-Year List of GMA 

Amendments 

Update Checklist 

• Dev Regs 

• Comprehensive Plans 

• Update-Specific Checklists 

Updated Guidebooks for: 

• UGA 

• Housing 

• Transportation 

EZ View 

Good Examples 

Public Participation Plans 

Scoping Documents 

Update Resolutions 



WSDOT Resources For 
Local Planning 
Karena Houser 
Community Transportation Planning Office 

RTPOs and the GMA Updates: Sharing PSRC’s Approach 
Webinar 

July 8, 2014 

Lynn Peterson 
Secretary of Transportation 



Why Does WSDOT Participate in Local Planning?  
 

             Goal 1 - STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS  
 
 

              Goal 2 - MODAL INTEGRATION  
 
 

              Goal 3 - ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP  
 
 

              Goal 4 - ORGANIZATIONAL STRENGTH  
 
 

              Goal 5 - COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
 

              Goal 6 - SMART TECHNOLOGY 
 

WSDOT’s Vision 

The Washington State 
Department of Transportation’s 
vision is to be the best in 
providing a sustainable and 
integrated multimodal 
transportation system. 

WSDOT’s Mission 

The Washington State 
Department of Transportation 
provides and supports safe, 
reliable and cost-effective 
transportation options to 
improve livable communities 
and economic vitality for 
people and businesses. 
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What are WSDOT’s Objectives for Participating in Local Plans? 



What Resources can WSDOT Provide for Local Planning? 
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Statewide Contact: 
Karena Houser 
Community Transportation Planning Office 
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WSDOT’s GMA Plan Update Web Site: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/community/GrowthManagementAct 
 
 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/community/GrowthManagementAct.htm


What resources can WSDOT provide for local planning?  
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http://wsdot.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=927b5daaa7f4434db4b312364489544d%23!


7 

Questions? 
 
 

Karena Houser 
WSDOT Community Transportation Planning Office 
karena.houser@wsdot.wa.gov 
360.705.7876 

mailto:karena.houser@wsdot.wa.gov
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PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

RTPO Webinar – July 8, 2014 
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PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

Presentation overview 

• PSRC Overview 

• Plan Review Manual 

• May 2013 Workshops 

• May 2014 Survey 
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PSRC Overview 



4 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

PSRC Roles 

Central Puget 
Sound Region 

• 4 Counties 

• 82 Cities and 
Towns 

• Special Districts 

• Federal Role:  
Metropolitan Planning Organization 

• State Role: 
Regional Transportation Planning Organization 

• Membership Organization: 
Council of Governments 



5 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Regional Framework for Planning 

Transportation 2040 



6 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

What plans does PSRC review? 

 Countywide planning policies 

 Local comprehensive plans 

 Regional center plans 

 Transit agency plans 

 



7 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

What’s Required for Certification? 

• Consistency with Multicounty Planning 
Policies  

  (= Regional Guidelines & Principles) 

• Consistency with Transportation 2040 

• Conformity with  
transportation planning  
requirements in Growth  
Management Act 

Note:  Requirements spelled out in RCW 47.80 

PSRC Plan Review Manual 

http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/pr-manual/
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Plan Review Manual 

http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/pr-manual/


9 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Plan Review Manual 

• Plan review process 

• Legal framework 

• FAQ 

• Checklists for each type of jurisdiction 

• Appendices: 

– Adopted plan review process 

– Multicounty Planning Policies 

– GMA requirements 

– Examples 



10 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Reporting Tool (checklists) 



11 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Reporting Tool (questionnaire) 
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VISION 2040 & Comprehensive Plan Update 

Workshops 

http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/plan-review-workshop/


13 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Purpose 

• Focus on comprehensive plan updates 

• Provide information on regional goals 
and expectations to support 
implementation of VISION 2040 

• Increase local understanding of PSRC’s 
plan review and certification program 

• Provide technical assistance, tools, and 
other helpful resources 



14 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Target Audience 

Folks with a direct role in comprehensive 
planning 

 

• Planning staff 

• Consultants 

• Other staff (e.g. public works) 

• Planning commissions 

• Elected officials 



15 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Content Criteria 

New expectation in VISION 2040 

Other PSRC programs/products 

 Topic causes difficulties for cities 

New GMA requirements 



16 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Workshop Structure 

Presentations 

Open House 

Resource List 
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Agenda 

8:30-9:00 Welcome and Registration 

9:00-11:00 Presentations 

9:00-9:05 Opening Remarks (5 min) 

9:05-9:30 Commerce – Periodic Update Process (25 min) 

9:30-9:40 Overview – VISION 2040, Plan Review (10 min) 

9:40-9:50 Numbers – RGS and Forecast Products (10 min) 

9:50-10:00 Environment (10 min) 

10:00-10:20 Development Patterns (20 min) 

10:20-10:30 Housing (10 min) 

10:30-10:35 Economy (5 min) 

10:35-10:55 Transportation (20 min) 

10:55-11:00 Public Services (5 min) 

11:00-12:00 Open House 

Integrating VISION 2040 into Local Plans 



18 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Lessons Learned: what worked well 

Early agreement on purpose of workshops 
helps limit mission creep 

 



19 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Lessons Learned: what worked well 

Working with 
technical experts to 

develop content 

Topic Tuesday (Everett) 

Wednesday 

(Tacoma) 

Info Center Andi/Jada Andi/Jada 

Update Process 
Leonard/Dave/Ike 

Leonard/Dave/Ik

e 

Plan Review Yorik Yorik 

Centers Liz Liz 

Regional Growth Strategy + 

Forecasts + Data 
Carol Carol 

VISION 2040 

Development Patterns 

Concurrency 

TDR 

Ivan Ivan 

VISION 2040 

Development Patterns 

Open Space 

Property Rights 

Ben Ben 

Housing 

GTC 
Tim Tim 

Airport compatible land use Stephen Stephen 

Economy Jason Sarah 

Health Julie/Amy/Zach Julie/Zach 

Air Quality 

Climate Change 
Kelly Kelly 

Water Quality 

Environment 
Erika Erika 

Transportation 

Transit 

Freight 

Safety 

Stephen 
Mary Pat? 

Stephen 

TDM Alex Alex 

Bike/Ped Kimberly/Alex Alex 



20 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Lessons Learned: what worked well 

Resource Guide 

http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/resources/  

http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/resources/
http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/resources/
http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/resources/


21 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Lessons Learned: what worked well 

Visual Cues 

http://www.psrc.org/transportation/airtrans/compatible


22 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Lessons Learned: what worked well 

• Partnering with Commerce 

• Popular topic 

• Location close to target audience 



23 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Lessons Learned: what didn’t work 

• Timing, but… 

• Manage schedule 

• Not many consultants attend 

• FAQ page 

• Not many questions for some technical 
experts 
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Jan 2014 Plan Update Survey 



25 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Purpose 

• Another reminder 

• Update contact list 

• Determine workload for processing 
updates 



26 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Contact list 



27 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Email - Intro 

Subject: Comprehensive plan update inquiry 
  
Dear [PPR Contact], 
Happy New Year from the PSRC Plan Review Team!  PSRC is conducting a 
four question survey regarding jurisdictions’ comprehensive plan update 
processes and schedules (please reply with answers in-line below).  This 
will allow PSRC to provide the most useful and timely comments during its 
review and certification process (additional information on PSRC’s Plan 
Review and Certification Program shown below).  
 
We would appreciate a response by Friday, January 17. For questions, 
contact me at ystevens-wajda@psrc.org or 206.464.6179.  Thank you! 

mailto:ystevens-wajda@psrc.org
mailto:ystevens-wajda@psrc.org
mailto:ystevens-wajda@psrc.org


28 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Email – Questions 

 Survey Questions 
1. Who is the lead contact for [jurisdiction]’s comp plan update? 
 
 
2. When does [jurisdiction] expect to adopt/complete the periodic update? 
 
 
3. When will the draft plan be available for PSRC to review and comment 
(by element if applicable)? 
  
  
4. Which elements will be updated? 
  
  



29 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Email – Supporting Info 

Why Are the 2015 Updates Important? 
In addition to the important role the comprehensive plan plays in your community, from a regional 
perspective, PSRC is paying special attention to this update cycle because of this is the first periodic update 
since VISION 2040’s adoption in 2008.  Local plans play a key role in implementation of the regional 
VISION.  The Plan Review Team is ready to provide resources and technical assistance, review and comment 
on draft plan updates, and work with local jurisdictions and PSRC’s boards to get each plan update certified.  

Plan Review Team Contacts 
Yorik Stevens-Wajda (lead), 206.464.6179 
Liz Underwood-Bultmann, 206.464.6174 
Erika Harris, 206.464.6360 
Ivan Miller, 206.464.6549 

Links 
Plan Review Manual 
Details on the policy and plan review and certification process, background, and framework. The manual also 
provides guidance and checklists for aligning plans and policies with VISION 2040 and Growth Management 
Act requirements. 

Plan Review Resources 
This webpage includes a list of useful resources organized by topic. 

VISION 2040 & Comprehensive Plan Update Overview 
In Spring 2012, PSRC collaborated with the Department of Commerce to offer workshops in support of 
comprehensive plan updates. The main presentation from those workshops provides a good overview of the 
periodic update process, PSRC’s plan review program, and VISION 2040. 

Department of Commerce Periodic Update Webpage 
The Department of Commerce has developed a webpage, guidebook, and associated resources to help local 
jurisdictions navigate the periodic comprehensive plan update process, meet minimum requirements of the 
GMA, and develop effective plans. 

PSRC Website 
Including VISION 2040, Transportation 2040, and Data and Forecasts.   

mailto:ystevens-wajda@psrc.org
mailto:ystevens-wajda@psrc.org
mailto:ystevens-wajda@psrc.org
mailto:lunderwood-bultmann@psrc.org
mailto:lunderwood-bultmann@psrc.org
mailto:lunderwood-bultmann@psrc.org
mailto:eharris@psrc.org
mailto:imiller@psrc.org
http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/pr-manual/
http://www.psrc.org/growth/planreview/resources/
http://www.psrc.org/assets/9525/CpUpdateWorkshopPresentationUpdated.pdf
http://www.psrc.org/transportation/t2040
http://www.psrc.org/
http://www.psrc.org/growth/vision2040
http://www.psrc.org/transportation/t2040
http://www.psrc.org/data


30 PSRC’s Approach to the GMA Periodic Update 

PSRC Overview 

Plan Review Manual 

Workshops 

Survey 

Results 
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Contact 

Yorik Stevens-Wajda 
206-464-6179 
YStevens-Wajda@psrc.org 

Materials: 

https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/  

https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/
https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/
https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/
https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/
https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/
https://file.ac/AYV-8zLpl-8/
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