Region 43 700 MHz Regional Planning Committee

Monthly Meeting Minutes

October 29, 2025
Online ZOOM meeting
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm

Chair: Tim McDowell Vice Chair: Spencer Bahner

Attendees:
On-Phone: Tim McDowell (WSDOT), Spencer Bahner (City of Seattle), Mike Worden (Okanogan), Mike
Norin (ADCOMM), Scott Peabody (Kitsap 911), Paul Roos (Stantec), Debra Davis (Port of Seattle), John
Storch (KITTCOM), Chris Welch (DOC), Rich Huisingh (WSP)

Agenda Iltems:

1. Introductions, including those calling in
2. Agenda Modifications
3. Meeting Minute Review and Approval
4. Applications
5. Subcommittee reports and updates

a. NRPC

6. Good of the Order
7. Next Meeting
8. Adjourn

Call to Order/Introductions:

1. Meeting called to order at 10:16AM
2. Introductions were conducted in person and online. Attendees noted above.

Review of Agenda:

1. No modifications proposed

Previous Meeting Minutes Review and Approval:

1. August 2025 (700 MHz) meeting minutes presented and reviewed by the group.

Motion: Chris Welch motioned to approve without modification
Second: Spencer Bahner

Discussion: None

Vote: Approved

Applications:
1. Kittitas County (KITTCOM) New Channel Additions

o Reviewed presentation for application from KITTCOM


http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm

o Proposing to add capacity and infrastructure to the existing WSDOT 700 MHz system to

support Kittitas County.
Historically VHF. An audit is being conducted to determine unused Kittitas VHF channels.
Will add (5) new 700 MHz National Mutual Aid Channels. KITTCOM 911 center will monitor

7CALL50 and 7CALL70.

Note: Tim McDowell recused himself as the chair during this portion of the meeting. Spencer Bahner took over

as the chair for the review, motion, and vote.

Motion: Scott Peabody motioned to approve without modification. Kitsap county has been supportive of
what Kittitas is doing by coordinating with the state.

Second: Chris Welch
Discussion: One letter for Interop channels and one letter for the added WSDOT Voice Channels. Two

letters should reference each other.
Vote: Approved

2. Marion County application from Oregon for Region 43 to review
o No Co or Adjacent overlap with WA licensees
o Minimal interference concern

Subcommittee/Reports
1. NRPC Update
o No longer going to have Spectrum E available
o ULS shutdown due to government shutdown
Good of the Order

1. Succession planning
o Tim McDowell has been working on succession planning at DOT

o How do we get other agencies that have not been participating

2. Interoperability Summit
o October 30, 2025, in Ellensburg (tomorrow).
o Ask for support from other agencies that are using the spectrum but not participating in
Region 43.
3. 700 Plan

o No need to update the plan at this time.
o Addlanguage on Low Power and Interoperability to list of items to update in the 700 MHz plan

future revision.

Next Meeting

e Next two meetings are holiday adjacent. Propose a mid-December meeting to catch anything that needs to
be addressed. Tim McDowell will propose day/time to reserve just in case.
e |nstructions at region43.org

Adjournment
e Adjourned at 11:44


https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm

Motion: Debra Davis

Second: Mike Worden

Discussion: None

Vote: Approved, motion carried no objections

The following unofficial running list of Items to review and update in the next 700 MHz Plan Update is not
part of the meeting minutes. It is included here for posterity only.

(no particular priority or order)

e Review and add language to the plan to address lower power channels

o Review and update language to clarify interoperability updates in the region

e Create subcommittee for Radio IDs and channel names in the Region.



