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Region 43 700 MHz Regional Planning Committee  

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
Aug 27, 2025 

Hybrid Online ZOOM and In-Person King County Radio (SeaTac) 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm 

 

Chair (700/800): Tim McDowell/Debra Davis Vice Chair (700/800): Spencer Bahner/Howard Tucker 

Attendees:  
In-Person: Tim McDowell (WSDOT), Spencer Bahner (City of Seattle), Tony Minor (King County), Mike 
Worden (Okanagan), Hank Krajewski (King County), Mike Norin (ADCOMM), Scott Peabody (Kitsap 911)  
On-phone: Paul Roos (Stantec), Howard Tucker (Sno911), Debra Davis (Port of Seattle), John Storch 
(KittComm), Chris Welch (DOC) 
 

Agenda Items:   

1. Introductions, including those calling in 

2. Agenda Modifications 

3. Meeting Minute Review and Approval 

4. Applications  

5. Subcommittee reports and updates 

a. NRPC  

6. Good of the Order 

7. Next Meeting 

8. Adjourn 

Call to Order/Introductions:  

• Meeting called to order at 10:01AM 

• Introductions were conducted in person and online.  Attendees noted above. 

Review of Agenda: 

• No modifications proposed 

Previous Meeting Minutes Review and Approval:  

• May 2025 (700/800 MHz) meeting minutes presented and reviewed by the group. 

Motion: Scott P motioned to approve without modification 
Second: Spencer 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Approved 
 

Applications:  

• Okanogan County Sheriff’s Office (OCSO) New Site Additions (Phase 1) 

o Reviewed presentation for application from 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm
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o Previously added new site to the WSDOT system for use in Okanogan County, and added 

more capacity to the WSDOT network 

o Historically VHF 

o Constructing (4) new sites (Coulee Dam, Foster, Creek, McClure, Moses Mtn) 

o Trunked multicast sites 

o New conventional 7Call50 national interoperability repeater at McClure 

o Harris/Tait equipment with Ra-comm doing the work 

o Recommend providing more details on turnbacks for the next application (even if it is not 

specific) 

 

Motion: Spencer motioned to approve without modification 
Second: Scott 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Approved 

 

• 700 MHz low power channel use discussion and guidance 
Discussion in May meeting with administrative approval. Application is still with FCC.  
Tim M. says thank you to all. 
 

Subcommittee/Reports 

• NRPC Update: 

o National APCO review (Tim M attended meeting in Baltimore) 
o No more federal funding for travel to APCO 

▪ Asking state reps to reach out to support APCO and CAPRAD 
▪ CAPRAD is supported through Feb 2027 

o Updated CAPRAD information. Not many issues with OR/WA and surrounding areas.  
o Requested 800 MHz channel assignments in planning module  

▪ Some regions still have the old pre-rebanding assignments 
o Non of the RPCs have MO3s identified in their plan 

▪ Plan update is not needed 
▪ Leaving it up to the RPCs to manage 

o Brought in R20 Chair in Maryland (?) to talk about deployable trunking 
▪ Has a template to use for anybody that wants it 
▪ Recommend putting repeat and direct in different zones for users 
▪ Make it simple 

o FCC  
▪ RPC letters do not need to have technical information 
▪ Mentioned ULS 
▪ To help them out, call the helpline every time you have an issue with ULS 
▪ Can put SG license on state channels 
▪ Encryption can be used on any 700TAC channels, no on calling channels, no on 800TAC 

channels. 

•  

• 700 MHz low power channel use discussion and guidance 
o Statewide WSDOT channels licensed former adjacent 
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o Intent is to have simplex channels available in 700 MHz 
o Have a requirement for simplex channels for multiple use: 

▪ LE – tactical 
▪ Fire tactical, and vehicular repeater 
▪ Utilities (SPU and SCL) – ‘tactical’ use 
▪ Other general government 
▪ Special events (Seafair, parades, 4th of July, etc) 

o Other channels currently being used for these purposes (Stateops, IOps, etc) 
▪ Generally intended for interop 

o Mode of use (simplex and repeater) 
▪ Mobiles would be powered down to maintain power limits 
▪ Itinerate channels are specifically allocated for mobiles/portables 
▪ May be able to use Regional allocated channels on FB2s but not on itinerates 
▪ Also note that these Motorola radios do not allow for subscribers to receive on the mobile 

transmit side 
o Can we use 800 MHz adjacent for this purpose 

▪ King County licensed several of these channels for various purposes. Can’t use these same 
channels if the area of operations are the same. 

o Area of operation citywide, countywide, and/or statewide 
o Possible strategies  

▪ Anarchy 
▪ Structured 
▪ Fully assigned (simplex is not protected, would need FB2) 

o Tim McDowell:  
▪ Suggest having some sort of structure to simplex channels.  
▪ This would be another tool in the toolbox and not necessarily a requirement and not tied to 

give backs. 
o Recommend communicating the strategy for  
o Spencer – What are the right channels to use for vehicular repeaters? 

▪ Should not use the same band 
▪ Need to review this issue and confirm 

o City of Seattle is seeking guidance to allow for the application of low power simplex 700 MHz 
channels as MO, FB2T as reviewed and discussed. 

Good of the Order 

1. Succession planning 
o Tim has been working on succession planning at DOT 

o How do we get other agencies that have not been participating 

2. Interoperable Summit 
o October 29 

o John Storch to check on the venue in Kittitas County (Ellensburg?). 

3. 700 Plan 

o No need to update the plan at this time. 

o Recommend having a list of items that could/should be updated in the next revision of the plans so 

that when the plan is updated we capture the items the committee has discussed. The list will be 

added into the agenda and discussed/updated each meeting. 

Next Meeting  
• September 24, 2025 
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• Instructions at region43.org 

Adjournment 

• Adjourned at 11:54 
Motion: Spencer 
Second: Mike 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Approved, motion carried no objections 

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/region43/700MHz.htm

